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St. MATTHEW, 


HE former Part of this Work being digeſted it 
Conformity to the Cuts, we are under a Ieceli 
ty of preſerving the fame Method tarouga th 
Whole; add, therefore, in the Goſpel Hill 
ſpall relate the Facts in the Order the Holy Fei 

Men have deliver'd thera to us; not omitting a prope 
Account of the Authors of thoſe valuable Records. 


from claims our fiſt Attention, he being firſt in Oide 
0 
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of Time. St. Matthew, who was alſo called Levi, was born 
at Nazareth in the Tribe of Zebulon. He was the Son of 
Alphens and Mary, Siſter or near Kinſwoman of the Virgin 
Mary, and both belonging to the Tribe of 1/achar, His Em- 
ploy was that of a Publican or Toll-Gatherer for the Romans, 
to whom the Jews were now ſubject. The Receivers of 
Cuſtom, or Toll Gatherers, were eſteemed infamous by the 
7ews, and, not without Reaſon, hated by them: They were 
generally Extortioners, and queez'd and oppreſſed the People, 
which *twas too much in their Power to do: But the Romans 
had another Opinion of the Matter ; they looked vpon the Poſt 
St. Matthew was in to be of Reputation, as well as Power, and 
very ſeldom conferr'd it but upon a n Knight : That there 
were great Advantages to be made by it, is not to be diſputed, 
St, Matthew had found the Benefit of it, and was become rich; 
though in the Midſt of his Poſperity and Gain, a Prize is put 
into his Hands infinitely preferrable to all i.e Enjoyments and 
Wealth of the World, and which he embraced at the Expence 
of all he had before in Poſſeſſion, This happy Man was ſta- 
tioned by the Sea of Galilee, to collect the Duties payable on 
Goods, and by Paſſengers that came that Way, when his 
bleſſed Lord and Maſter ſaw, and called him: His All-power- 
ful Voice not only reached his Ear, but changed his Heart: He 
gladly quits the periſhing Goods of this Lite, for a Portion 
that would never fail: He parts with Eaſe and Fuineſs, for 
Poverty and Hunger: He leaves all worldly Profits and Power 
to follow Chriſt, a Saviour, ho was to be deſpiſed, perſecu- 
ted, rejected, crucified ; and he has long ſince found his Ac- 


of the Holy Jeius, he accompanied with the reſt till Chritt's 
Aſcenſion; and then enter'd upon his miniſterial Function. 
For eight Years he continued in Fudea, and preached the 
Goſpel to his own Countrymen ; after which he travelled, 
and publiſhed in diſtant Lands the Knowledge of Salvation 


dy Jeſus Chriſt, *Tis generally believed that he propagated the 


Chriſtian Faith in Ethiopia; and ſealed the Teſtimony to it 
4 with his Blood at Naddabar, a City of Ethiopia; though in 


Before the Evangeliſt left his own Country, and about eight 
Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, he wrote his Goſpel, at the Re- 
"Pa queſt of the Apoſties, and the converted Jews. The Author un- 
Loubtedly wrote it in Hebrew, though it was ſoon after tranſla- 
ed into Greek; which Tranſlation was approved by all the 


905 Apoſtles; and the Chriſtian Church has ever ſince received it as 
1 wthentick, — A2 


- 


count in the bleſſed Exchange, Being thus become the Diſciple : 


what Manner the bleſſed Martyr ſuffered Death is not known. 


The 
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The Offering of the three Kings to CRI. 2 
0 preſerve a Connection between the Hiſtory tho 
of the Id and New Teſtament, we may re- Ear 
view the bloody Scene Herod King of Fudea We 
had been diſplaying to ſecure his Eſtabliſnmen: I Bec 
on the Throne, by cutting off every rea! or 
imaginary Rival. His own Wife Marianme, have 
ker Father and Mother, with two of his Sons by Marriamme, I on!) 
and a third Son by another Wife, all fall a Sacrifice ar a py 


. * I 
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Luſt of Rule: But theſe don't ſatiate his blood-thirſty Mind, 
and the Birth of him who came to fave a World, ſoon fur- 
niſhes Cauſe ſufficient to a Herod. more cruelly to deſtroy. 
The bleſſed Jeſus being born in Bethlehem of Fudea, alarms 
afreſh the guilty King, rouzes the Jealouſy of his Soul, and he 
immediately imagines his Crown in Danger. Theſe Appre- $ 
henſions are increaſed and confirmed by the Arrival at Feru- $ 
ſalem of three wiſe Men from the Eaſt, who having obſer- 
ved an extraordinary Star appear in their Hemiſphere, came 
enquiring for that extraordinary Perſon whoſe high Deſcent 
and Divinity it denoted; of both which they are 7 fully per- 
ſuaded, that they ask for him as born King of the Fews ; and 
come prepared to make their Offerings, and pay their Adora- 
tions to him. Theſe Wiſcmen are fog to have been 
Kings or ſovereign Princes, it being then uſual in the Eaſtern [I's 
Nations for their Monarchs to be Men of the moſt Learning 1 
among them, and generally well skill'd in all forts: ot. Litera- 
ture; though 'tis ſuppoſed their Diſcoveries of the Birth of 
Chriſt were much owing to a divine Impulſe, or Reve- 
lation, which they were particularly favoured by: To their 
Enquiry Herod adds his own, and cqually endeavours, though 
with different Views, to find out the new-born Babe. 
Herod lays his Plot, but God diſappoints him: The Wiſemen 
ſet out for Bethlehem, and the Star is their Guide to him "i 
that created that and them: Entering the Houle which now if 
entertain'd the moſt glorious Gueſt on Earth, they proſtrate 
them ſelves before, and offer Gifts to him; then prepare to 
0 back to Herod : But God in a Dream gives them that 
otice which makes them immediately alter their Reſolu- 
tion, and they privately go for their own Country, without 
returning to Feruſalem. This for the preſent prevented He- 
rod's Attempt, and preſerved the Lamb of God from the | 
Lion's Paws ; but had not this been made uſe of, how many | 
as effectual Ways had the Almighty to have kept his ogly-be- | 
T. 29tten Son out of the Power of this Deſtroyer ? How im- 
poſſible, indeed, was it that he ſhould have become his Prey, 
ory I though every Roman Legion, with every other Power on WH 
re- Earth, had been at Herod's Command, and all the infernal. — 
dea World to back them? What Legions of Angels were at the | 
neat} Beck of this ſeemingly helpleſs Infant? How was Omnipatence | 
or here covered with the Veil of Fleſh? and how eaſily might it 
nme, have been revealed, not to the Deſtruction of a ſingle Tyrant ; 
nne, I only, but, if the Son of God had required it, to the involving ³ 
his ® guilty Creation in univerſal Ruin. 1 
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The Fligl and ſlaying the NN © 
| 95 Egypt, and ſlaying the e 
Innocents. q 
q , G 
| © OD having hinder'd Herod's treacherous Deſigns b. 
| Wy taking place, by not allowing the Wiſemen to I 1» 
; gg return to Court, directs {ill further Precautions I 
| - ERP :gainſt the Meaſures he knew Herod would tale 10 
| co cut off this Rival, as he thought, of his ** 


eerthly Diadem; and God now gives Faſeph, the eſpouſed 
Hausband of the bleſſed Virgin, orders in a Dream to take the 
? young 
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young Child and his Mother, and dy into the Land of Egypt. 
Foſeph punctually and immediately oveys the divine Com- 
mand; and to add Secrecy to his Flight, goes privately away 
in the Night. They arrive ſafely in Egypr and continue there, 
as tis generally thought, about ſeven Years, till' the Death of 
that wicked King, who was the Occaſion of their Exile, 
Herod finding himſelf diappointed in the Intelligence he ex- 
pected from the three Wiſemen, was now reſolyed to take 
his own Way to put himſelf out of his Pain ; and in order 
to make ſure Work, ſends a mercileſs Banditti of Cut-Throats 
to murder without Reſtriction all the Children of two Years 
old, and under, in Bethlehem, and the Country round it. This 
is ſuppoſed to have been done about the Beginning of the ſe- 
cond Year of Chriſt's Nativity, and that no leſs than four« 
teen thouſand Innocents periſhed in this unparalell d Maſſacre: 
Some there are, indeed, who pretend to diſpute the Fact, 
and take upon them to ſay, there never was any ſuch Slaughe 
ter, but with no Foundation ; and they are only thoſe whoſe 
Lives are a ſcandal to any Profeſſion of Religion ; who 'make 
Faith in Chriſt, and Revelation, the Subjects of conſtant Ban- 
ter, and revile or redicule ſacred Hiſtory, to render the for- 
mer ſtill\more contemptible. Herod being dead, God calls 
his Son gut of Egypt, and Foſeph receives Orders by an An- 
gel to go into the Land of 1rael. He readily complies with 
the heavenly Intimation, and ſets forward ; but hearing that 
Archil ais, Herod's Son, ſucceeded his Father, and not knowing 
but he /might! be the Heir of his Vices, as well as of his 
Dominions, he turned aſide into a Part of Galilee, which 
was under the Government of Archilaus's Brother, and 
ſo not immediately in Archelaus's Juriſdiction: Foſeph 
found God acting much according to the ſettled Courſe of 
his common Providence; and he ſubjoin'd human Prudence; 
and it ought not to be expected that God will appear in an 
extraordinary or ſuppernatural Manner, unleſs abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty demands; and Feſeh ſeems ſufficiently appriz d of this: 
He muſt be greatly aſſured of the Protection and] Favour of 
God, and know that'twas impoſſible but that his Charge muſt 
be fate, though the moſt powerful Machinations of Men and 
Devils were combin'd to deftroy it; but notwithſtanding all 
this and more, he appears perſuaded that 'tis his Duty to uſe 
human Prudence; and thus the holy Family dwelt ſafely at 
Naxareth to the twelfth. Year of the bleed Redeemer's Life. 
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Ft. Jonx preaching in the Wilderneſs : 
The Baptiſm of Chriſt. 

HAT we may conform to the Account given 
| us by St. Matthew, we are obliged to pals with- 
out any hiſtorical Occurrences from Chriſt's com- 
ing to Nazareth, to the Time of his Manifeſta- 
tion to 1/rael, and his appearing in the Work of 
 "theMiniftry- St. John the Baptiſt, who, 4s was promiſes 
|. © Game before him in the Spirit and Power of Elias, received 
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the Command of God in the Wilderneſs, to depart and declare 
the glad Tydings of the near Approach of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt ; and to preſs the People to a Preparation for receiving 
the bleſſed Meſſiah, who was at Hand to be revealed. This 
Commiſſion the Baptiſt "executed with that Prevalency, as 
was an undeniable Indication of the ſupernatural Influence of 
the divine Spirit: His powerful Preaching drew the Inhacbi- 
tants of Feruſalem and Fudea, with Multitudes from he 
Country about Fordan, to attend his Doctrine; who upon 
confeſſing their Sits were all baptiz d of him in the River of 
Fordan. This was the firſt Dawn of the Goſpel-Day ; and 
St. John, as the Morning-Star, thus uſhers in the Riſing} of the 
Son of Righte6uſneſs His Predictions ſoon take place, and iy 
the Redeemer he had been proclaiming appears. The Holy = 
| Teſus's coming to demand Baptiſm of St. Fohn, is now fully x Ml 
manifeſted to the Multitude, and Heaven itſelf bears Witneſs - Ml 
to him. * Ghriſt offering himſelf to be baptiz'd, St. Fohn at --- 


firſt declines it, and ſeems ſurpriz d, and expoſtulates with his wy 
Lord, T have. need to be baftiz'd of thee, and comeſt thou 1 
to me ? In anſwer to which the bleſſed Jeſus directs him to 1 


perform the Ceremony, as what is incumbent upon him to 
ſubmit to, in order to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. The Sacra- 1 
ment being ayer, the Almighty Father declares his Son with 1 
Power, e his Approbation of what had been done: 
When Chriſt was come from the River Side, he lifted up his 
Soul in Prayer to God, and an Anſwer is immediately given 
him; the Heavens open, and a Body of Light deſcending with 
a Motion, lixè that qt a Dove's, and lighting upon him, a Voice _ 
Were, aſſuring the | aſtoniſhed Croud, that the excel- 
nt Perſqh, W hom they had beheld ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſh d, 
was no Jeſs thay the beloved Son of the mult High God ip 1 
hom his Father was ever well pleaſed. Thus at Baptiſſi, 
was the bleſſed Sau ĩiqur of the World proclaim'd as ſuch tio 
Iſrael ; and they were Witneſſes to a Diſplay of the divine 
ſs „Majeſty that had never before been made to the human Na- 
ture. The Father, the Son, and the Holy-Ghoſt, are all 
revealed by as evident Manifeſtations; as the Capacity f 
iven Man is equal to. But not all this extraordinary Appea- J 
rich» ance, no, not the Voice of eternal Truth itſelf, is ſufficient 
om- Je faithleis 1/racl : They disbelicve their God, reject his Son, 
eſta. NY ciuſe the profier'd Salvation, and harden their Hearts againſt 
k of tte preſent, and every ſucceeding Method of Conviction, \ 
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CuRIsST tempted of the Devil. 


u R bleſſed Saviour being now full of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is to be put upon a Trial. which nothing 
but the Spirit cf God, could ſupport him under, 
and carry him through: By this good Spirit he! 
led into a ſolitary Wilderneſs, to an Engagement 
with the cvil Spirit, Satan, our Lord's moſt inveterate Ene- 
my, and the avow'd Foc of all his Followers. Nos, had this 
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exert all his Cunning upon their Lord and Maſter; which no 
doubt he did to the utmoſt, and ſpared no Pains or Devices 
in his Power to carry this one, this great Point. Forty Days, 
and forty Nights was our bleſſed Saviour expoſed to his As- 
Ault, and the Devil varies his Temptations with all the Art 
internal Policy could direct: Chriſt having been all this Time 
without eating or drinking, he would perſuade him to relieve - 
his Neceſſities, and diſplay his Power, by commanding the 
Stones to become Bread: Falling in this, the Devil conveys him 
to the Temple at Feruſalem, and ſets him upon the Battle- 
ment of it, deſiring him to make it appear, that he was, as 
it had been given out, the Son of God, by caſting himſelf down, 
ſince, if he was”really ſuch, he could come to no Harm by 
doing ſo, God being by Promiſe obliged to give his Angels 
Charge to prevent even his Daſhing his Foot againſt a Stone: 
But this proving as ineffectual as the laſt, and a Multitude of 
other Temptations, he tries one more; and conveying the 
leſſed Jeſus back to the Wilderneſs, carries him up to an 
exceeding high Mountain, where he drew to his View all 
the Splendor and Beauties of the World. This the Devil 
thought was a Temptation not to be withſtood, and that any 
Terms would be complied with to obtain the Poſlefſipa 
of theſe : Upon which he opens the deepeſt of his Deſign, 
and makes his Demands at full, and now moſt daringly im- 
pudent is his Propoſal ; Al rheſe Things will I give thee, ſays 
the Father of Lyes, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me.! 


This blaſphemous Suggeſtion put an End to the Trial, and our 


Lord commanded him away. Upon the Departure of this 
abborred Fiend, Angels appcar to congratulate our Lord's 


Triumph; to ſolace him with their heavenly Converſe, 


and relieve him from his Neceſſity and Hunger. Thus 
is the Captain of our Salvation, the glorious Head of the 
Church, victorious over the Enemy of Souls, and all the 
Powers of the infernal World. What Heart couid ſupport the 
Thought of a Poſſibility of theTempter's having prevailed? How 
miſerable, irrecoverably miſerable to all Eternity, had been a 
wretched World, which then could have never been faved by 
this Saviour, and for which no other Saviour could be pio 
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HIL E the bleſſed Jeſus was engaged in the 
Wilderneſs, St. John his Fore-runner continued 
properly employ'd in publiſhing the glad Ty- 
dings of Peace and good Will towards Men, and 
the Manifeſtation of the Son of God in the 
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Repentance, as the Preparation requiſite for thoſe to whom 


the Revelation of his ſpiritual Kingdom was now to be made. 


He enters upon this publick Exerciſe ot his Function, by him- 
ſelf, but ſoon makes Choice of Perſons proper to attend him, 
thoſe who by his Spirit and Grace, were rendered ſuch. Our 

lefled Lord does not pitch upon the Learned, the Rich, the 
Wiſe, or the Great, to accompany him, but thoſe of low 


Degree, poor ignorant Fiſhermen are his firſt Choice: Walk 


ing by the Sea of Galilee he calls Simon Peter, Andrew his 
Brother, Fames er the Sons of Zebedee, who imme- 
diately leave their Buſineſs, and all that they had, to follow 
him: To theſe, in a ſhort Time, were added Philip, Bartho- 
lomew, Thomas, Matthew, Fames the Son of Althens Zeb- 
deus, Simon the Cannamte, and Fudas afterwards the Tray- 
tor. With theſe the Holy Jeſus went throughout Galilee, 
teaching in the Synagogues, preaching the Goſpel, and healing 
all ſorts of Sickneſs and. Diſeaſes among the People. By which 
vaſt Numbers.are drawn out after him, and many find the 
Benefit of attending this heavenly Phyſician in their Souls, as 
well as. Bodies. Chriſt ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded by a Multi- 
tude who from his healing Hand had received Relief in 
their various Infirmities, was for embracing the favourable 
Opportunity, while their Minds were duly affected with the 
miraculous Cures he had performed; and going upon an Emi- 
nence with his Diſciples, he from thence preached the moſt 
excellent Sermon that ever Ear heard, or Man pronounced: 
To feveral Parts of which the Repreſentation 2boye refers. 
ThePeople wereaſtoniſhed at this Doctrine; as well they might; 
it was delivered with Authority, with a Power that reached 
he Rear *twas not like the dull formal Preaching” of the 
Scribes, thoſe carnal ſenſual Men, who perverted the Law, and 
ſet up the Tradition of the Elders above the revealed Will of 
God; but the Words of Chriſt were accompanied vrith the 
efficatious Operation of the molt holy Spirit: They awaken'd 
the Conſcience, made the Guilty tremble, convinced the 
Obſtinate, alarmed the Secure, and rouzed the Soul from the 
Death of Sin, to the Lite of Righteouſueſs. 
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JHRES T having finiſhed his Sermon, quitted the 
Mount, and came down to the Multitude, to put 
in Practice that Beneficence and good Will, which 
he had been preſſing upon his Auditory to one 
another, and the rent of their Fellow Creatures. 


The firſt Object that preſents, meets with the compaſſionate 
Regard of his Redeemer ; this was a poor miſerable Man 
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Chriſt, and humbly asks for Mercy: He rever'd him as his God 
and Saviour, declares his firm Belief of his divine Power, and in 
the full Aſſurance of Faith, cries out, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
can'ſt make me clean: Upon which the ever- merciful Jeſus 
lets him find that he is as gracious as great, as willing to do Acts 
of Goodnels, as ableto do them, and puting forth his Hand, 
touch'd him, ſay ing, I do will, be thou clean; and that In- 
ſtant his Malady was at an End, his Leproſy departed from 
him, his Body was reſtored, and his Soul, *tis believed, was 
at the ſame Time purged from its ſpiritual Leproſy, a Diſ- 
eaſe more loathſome, and of much more fatal Conſequence, 
than any Diſtemper the Body could be affected with. This 1 
miraculous Cure is ſoon ſucceeded by as conſiderable a one: 1 
Chriſt . come to Capernaum is met by a Centurion, # 
or Reman Officer, on the Behalf of one of his Servants, + 
who lay at home ſick of the Palſy ; Upon telling this merci- 1 
ful Phyſician how grievouſly he was tormented, he inſtantly 4 
offers to go-and heal him. This the good Centurion thinks 
too great an Honour for his Servant, of even himſelf, to re- 
ceivez\ and at the Ame. Time, to let the World know how 
firmly he believed the Divinity and Almighty Power of Chriſt, 
he declares that he is aſſured, that if Chriſt will be pleaſed 
but to ſpeak the Word, his Servant will be healed as effectu- 
ally, as if he*was preſent where he lay. The Faith of this 
Roman has our Lord's Approbation to an high Degree, and 
the Full gf His Requeſt is immediately granted him : He de- 
parted. in Peace, and his Servant was reſtored to his, Health, 
Faſe, and Strength, in the ſame Hour. The Mother of Peter's 
Wife finds next the happy Effects of his divine Influence: 
Chriſt entering the Houſe where. ſhelay ſick of a Fever, re. 
mov'd the Diſtemper, and reſtored her to an immediate Ca- 
pacity ot engaging in the neceſſary Affairs of her Family, 
and ſhewing her Gratitude to her kind Benefactor by admi- 
niſtring proper Refreſhments to himſelf and Diſciples, after 
the Fatigues of the Day. But as Chriſt was ever doing good, 
ſo he would not let Retirement be a Bar to it: The Sick and 
Diſtreſſed were admitted to him here, and found a perfe&: 
Cure for every Indiſpoſition. 54 
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Evening with his Diſciples, and ſet Sail; and dle 1 
human Nature being wearicd, he fell aſieep. Whi's 
he ſlumber d his great Enemy wak d, and in his vain w 

Hopes, perhaps, to plunge him and his Diſciples into the Sea, tie 
-Prince of the Power of the Air rais'd a Storm upon the 
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Lake, which cover'd the. Baſe with its Wayes, and terribly 
frighten d all on Board, ht him againſt whom 'twas chiefly 
intended. The poor Diſciples Appcar in much Diſtreſs, their 
. were not pet ſo enlighten d, as rightly to diſ- 
cera the Lord of Life and Glory; their, Faith wis in is In- 
fancy, and ſo very ſmall, that Chriſt himſelf ſeems to ſtand 
amaz'd at them; they go' trembling, and awake their Maſter, 
who gently reproves them for being ſo fearful, and imme- 
diately. puts them out of their Pain: The Winds and Waves 
pay Homage to their great Creator, though under the Veil 
of Fleſh, and at the Command of Chriſts, they ceaſe 
their Rage; their Fury fr at an End, and a moſt profound 
Calm, ſucceeds. At this the Marriners marvel, as they well 
might, and are in a great Conſternation; they had never ſeen 
the mighty Ocean contrould thus before, and the Tempeſt 
in a Moment laid at the Word, as they imagin d, of a Man. 
Being arriv'd in the Country of the Gergeſenes, the Devil, 
who would, if poſſtble, have prevented his Coming thither, 
meets with a further Defeat trom him who as te eſtabliſh 
his Own Ki 7 815 upon the Ruins of the Kingdom of Dark- 
ee Men poſſeſs d by the evil Spirit met the bleſſed 
Was pon as he came on Shore, and no ſooner ſaw, but 
mw him ; the Devils. within, though againſt their Inclina- 
tion, Deating Witneſs to him: Theſe Men liv'd in the Moun- 
tains, and Were continually cutting themſelves with Stones; 
they were ſo furious and outrageous, that no Body dard go 
near them. At the Sight of Chriſt they are in an Agony, 
and the Devils cry out in Terror at his Approach: The 
compaſſionate Jeſus commiſerates the Caſe of his unhap- 
py.Creatures, and delivers them from the Power of theſe - 
cruel, ones. Being diſpoſſęſs d here, the Devils, by this So- 
vereipn Lord of the Univerſe, who has an undoubted Right 
to difpoſe-of all the | > cam of the World, and whatever 
belongs to them ig Mercy, or in Judgment, as he pleaſes, are 
permitted to enter a large Herd of Swine that were _— 
near the Mountains, among which they dwelt: This anſwer' 
the Devil's miſchievous Intent, for the whole Herd ran into 
uo] the Sea in their Frenzy, and were chok'd. Thoſe that look d 
ho after them giving Notice of the Diſaſter to the Owners, 
ne the whole Country is in an Uproar, and in a rude tumultuous: 
bie Manner they go to Jeſus ; but being ſtruck with the Aw — 
vain neſs of his ſacred Perſon, and ſurpriz'd with -!... .. nderful 
the © Work he had wrought upon the two poſſeſs'd Men, they 
be ale Intreaty inſtead of Force, and requeſt him to depart their 
Coat, + Cunisr 


* 


— . 28 —— — — — 


— —— — 
_ _— 


The Sagred HrsToRY 


TITEL. 


— _ 


-- 
n 
N -» 


4 [ * - +2 hd — 
[2 1 —4 . - ® 
— — — 2 of 4 L 
3 — — 5 
* o F 


. . o 
_— . 
5 Ed — \ \% 
„ 
Mo p TILL 
CY WITTY A 
- 


— 
N. NY 
I 4 


7 * 
. - 
7 — 
IN 
y x Nu., KA 
; 4 | . "ry * . 
eh EE YE EET TRE 
1 — ry - . 
* , 
' N — 
N = on 4 == Cx 
; a } 
1 
/ . 
. "s , 
X y 


wi. NY 


* = > * 
5 9 . . _ 0+. 5. © : 
* — 9 * by” n n 
2 . © „ - * 
p — E - - Sn > WY Sorry 
2 21 4 3 2 8 2 
4 — > - : — *. WW . In Kt 0 wh. 
— p-- n \ EE ene 
— "Co - RATS . - 5 221 9 
* - . ++ Z &s M ne 
- ” — . ” 822 N 7 
OO s © + - . 3. 50 : 
. *.s 4 . r . 15 a? 221 T1938 i 
J * * 0 a —— —x” % +. 2124 . 
x - 2 6 - - LETS ** 1 
— PI Y YO » oo 4 — 2 WI 77) 1377 
8 4 N . is, — "2 = a - 77777 . 
— — rx TOE WD PRE. = 45 8 wk. > ; $444 
. : 2 
* #32 2 - - K. " -. on 242 
* wernhs FOEETEL STS .IH2 L775] 
< — - 
3 1 - 
n * . 


CHzisT healeth the Sick Woman, aud 
raiſeth Jairus : Danghter. 


R Is T being come back into his own Coun- 
try. is joyfully receiv'd by the neceſſitous Poor, 
who were Waring for his Help under their Miſe- 
1 and bodily Infirmities: A Paraletick is the fir ſt 
=: Gbject of his Compaſſion; he is preſented before 
kim on a Bed; and at once receives a Cure for Soul and Body. 


Chriſt grams the full that he could ask, or expect; and nv! 
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only reſtores his Strength, and the Uſe of his Limbs, but 
pardons all his Sins; and ſends him away renewed in the out- 
ward and inward Man. As ſoon as this is finiſh'd, our bleſſed 
Lord is accoſted by Fairus, a Ruler of the Synagogue, on 
the Behalf of his only Daughter, who lay at the Point of 
Death: The afflicted Father falls down before him, and tells 
him the Caſe; but at the ſame Time profeſſes, that he is fully 
aſſur d, if Chriſt would but come and lay his Hand on her, 
ſhe would live again. Upon which Chriſt goes with him, at- 
tended by his Diſciples, and follow'd by the Multitude: In 
woo. a Woman overtakes him, with a Faith equally ſtron 
with the Ruler's of the Synagogue, and ſhe finds the Benefit 
of it: This poor Woman had for many Years labour'd under 
an Indiſpoſition that had baffled the Art of every other Phy- 
ſician, and reduc'd her Perſon and Fortune to almoſt the laſt 
Degree: But the ill Succeſs ſhe had met with from others, is 
no Damp to her Hopes in the great Phyſician of Souls; ſhe 
was ſo fully perſuaded of his ſuperior Abilities, that ſhe de- 
nded upon à perfect Cure, if ſhe could but come to touch 
ſo much as. the Border of his Garment ; accordingly ſhe came 
behind him in the Crowd;*touch'd his Cloaths, and is inſtant- 
ly cured: Hundreds touch d him as well as ſhe ; the Multi- 
tude throng'd him, but as they wanted her Faith, ſo Virtue 
went out of him to her alone. Being diſcover'd in what ſhe 
had done, ſhe fell trembling at jeſus's Feet, and made a 
full Declaration of the whole Affair: But the Words 
of her Saviour diſpell'd her Fears; Chriſt bears his Teſtimony 
to the Strength of her Faith, tells her, tis by. that ſhe is made 
whole, and ſends her away. in Peace. Being now arrived at 
Tairus's Houſe he found ny in Tears for the Death 
of his Daughter; and the Ceremonies of Sorrow, uſual in 
wealthy or great Families. Chriſt would have relieved them 
in their afflictive Circumſtances, putting them upon conſiders 
ing her only as aſleep: But inſtead of apprehending his true 
Meaning, or taking his Intention kindly, they indecently ri- 
dicule and laugh at him. However, their Inhoſpitality and ill 
Manners does not prevent the defign'd Mercy taking place, 
but the Houſe of Mourning is ſoon turn'd into the Houſe of Joy 
and Praiſe: Chriſt going to the Couch on which the deceas'd 
lay, commanded that Life to return Which he at firſt had 
given; he is immediately obey'd, and the Damſel reſtor'd 


alive, to her Parents inexpreſſible Aſtoniſhment, as well as 
Satisfaction. 
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Two Blind Men healed by CHRIST; ad) 
Hand, cured and the Devil caſt ont. 


Es Us no ſooner leaves the Ruler's Houſe, but 
two poor Blind Men become his Supplicants 
for Mercy: They follow him in the Way vyitn 
their Intreaties, and at length prevail: Cit: 
goes into a Houſe, and they go in after bim: 
& Upon which he asks them, if they believe him 
able to comply with their Defires. They readily anf ves, 
Te. Upon which our Lord puts it to the Tent, whe: her 
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they ſpoke Truth, or not; and grants their Requeſt in Proportion 
to their Faith, This produce d the Full of their Petition; their 
Eyes are opened, and both immediately receiveSight. The Inſtant 
our Lord leaves this Houſe, they lay before him a Dumb Man 
poſſeſſed of the Devil: This com vlicated Calamity meets with 
an immediate and ſuitable Relief : The evil Spirit is caſt out, 
and the Man reſtored to his Speech: The Multitude are aſto- 
niſhed/to a great Degree, and publickly ſpeak their Suprize. 
Our Lord having ſever'd from his Followers, twelve Diſciples 
continually to accompany him, and to execute his Orders, he 
now delivers them moſt excellent Precepts for their Manage- 
ment and Guidance in the Work of the Miniſtry, with ſome 
prophetick Account of the Treatment they would meet with 
for preaching the Goſpel. Some little Time after this, going 
on a Sabbath Day into a Fewiſh Synagogue in Galilee, he 
eſpies a phe Man with a wither'd Hand; his Enemies the 
Scribes haye their Eyes upon him, and in Hopes of fink- 
ing his Credit with the People, asked him, if *twas fit or 
lawful to cure that Creature upon the Sabbath. They muſt 
in their own Conſcientes be convinced, that Acts of Good- 
neſs and Mexey might at any Time be done; but what are 
they not capable of, who, againſt a full Perſuafion of the con- 
trary, could fooliſhly and maliciouſly affirm, that the bleſſed 
Jeſus caſt out Devils only by the Power of the Devil: But 
inſtead of their carrying their Point here, the Appeal Chriſt 
makes to the Auditory engages their Abhorrence of t he Ma- 
lice of the Phariſees; and their greater Veneration of his Power 
and Mercy. He ſaid to them, What Man is there amung you, 
who ſhall have one Sheep; and if it fall into a Pit, will he not 
lift it out on the Sabbath Day? and how much is a Man better 
than a Sheep? It is certainly lawful, therefore, to do well on 
the Sabbath Day. Upon this, witha Word he healed tlhe Cripple, 
and his wither'd Hand was made as whole as the other, The 
poor Man goes away all Thank fulneſs, bleſſing and praiſing God 
for the great Mercy he had met with; and the envious Pha- 
riſees go out to contrive new Methods to op poſe the Holy 
Lamb of God, and prevent the Succels of his Goſpel. 
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The Parable of the Somers. 


E Reſort of the People to attend the Preacti- 
ing of Chriſt, and his Miracles, was now 

ſo great, as render'd it incommodgious for 
them, as well as himſelf: That. they might 
therefore be the better able to hear, and him- 
| elf more at Liberty to ſpeak, he enter'd into 
u Ved! on the 1 Ake of Geneſareth, which he had appointed 
70 Wait upon him for that Purpoſe, and taught them as the) 
food on the Shore. Here in Parables Chriſt dcliver'd to then 
| r " N | — 0 


* 


of the BIBLE. 23 


the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, though not in ob- 
ſcure dark Enigma's, ſuch as they could not underſtand: 
What he deſignd to have reveaPd, was ſuff iently evident 
to them; and had they not been determin'd, though they ſaws 
and under ſtood, to be as if they neither ſaw or underitood, 
they might have been fully acquainted with their Duty, and 
enabled to have brought forth the Fruits of a holy Life, By 
the Sower's fowing the Seed by the Way Side, on ſtony 
Ground, among "Thorns, and on good Ground, is held forth 
to us the various Diſpoſitions of Mens Hearts to receive and 
improve the Word of God, and the Methods'by which'the 
Preaching of the Goſpel is render'd ineffectual, or becomes 
ſubſervient to the attaining of Grace here, and endleſs Happi- 
neſs hexeafter. The Parable of the good Seed growing 
with Tares, the Muſtard-Seed, hic was lool d upon as ſmall, 
to 4 Proverb among the Jews, is ſpoke with Reference 
to the Increaſe of the Goſpel in Times of Perſecution 
and Diſtreſs ; and of that extraordinary Bleſſing which was to 
attend the firſt Promulgation of it. By theſe and the ſeveral 
{ſubſequent Parables our bleſſed Lord fulfill d the®Propheſy 
concerning himſeifin the Seventy eighth Palm, I will open my 
Mouth in Parables, I will utter Things which have been kept ſe- 
cret from the Foarmdation of the rid: The Diſcoveries his Para- 
bles made, wete palpable enought3 Chriſt had noDefign to con- 
ceal or di ſguiſe the Truth, or keep his Followers ignotant of 
any Doctrines neceſſary for them to be acquainted with; 
twas wholly owing to their own Obſtinacy, and Want of 
Conſideration, that they did not take in their full Meaning at 
firſt; and though Chriſt might expatiate upon, and more ful- 
ly explain theſe Diſcourſes to his Diſciples when alone, yet 
though the Multitude were not ſo highly favour'd, they ought 


to have look'd upon it as a Kindnels and Condeſcention in 
Chriſt, that he ſuited his Diſcourſes thus to their Capacities. 
and ,by familiar Similies and Repreſentations endeavour'd to 
bring down his Doctrine to their Underſtandings. The bleſ- 
ſed je ſus coming to Nazareth, is deſpis d and treated with 
ach- Contempt by his own Countrymen; they were ſurpriz'd in- 
10w deed, and aſton:f1'd at the Authority and Wiſdom with 
for © which he ſpoke, and amaz'd at his mighty Works: -But/ftil 
nieht they gave no Credit to what he deliyer'd; they lnokd upon 
1im- | him only as the Son of their Neightour, Zoſephthe Carpenter 
into whoſe Family was but low in the World, and with which, 
inted they vere familiarly acquainted, k 2 
| they | 6 | 
them 4 | C 2 
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HRIST walks on the Sea, 
HE Fame of the bleſſed Jeſus being now ſpread 
abroad, had reach'd the Ears of Herod Auti- 
pas the Tetrarch, or Governor of Galilee, and Son 
of Herod the Great, who fancied that St. John 
the Baptiſt, whom he had put to Death, was 
riſen again, and that theſe mighty Works 
were done by. him, the more to manifeſt his Reſurrection. 
The Holy Baptiſt having reprov'd Herod for marrying Hero- 
25 the Wife of his own Brother, was by the inceſtuous Governor 
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divine Vengeance overtakes them, the Daughter has her Head 


che Ship, all is calm; and to their great Amazement the Vel- 
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put into Priſon ; though this was unjuſt in Herod, his more 
wicked Wife carried her Reſentments further, and would be 
latisfed with nothing leſs than Blood: This ſhe effected about 
aYear after his Commitment, by a raſhVow of her Husband's, 
who being pleas'd by the Dancing ot her Daughter Salome, 
vrhen celebrating his Birth Day, ſworeto give her whatever ſhe 
ſhould ask of him, to the Half of his Dominions. The ma- 
licious blood-thirſty Mother makes the moſt of this unguard. 
ed Promiſe, and ditects her Daughter to demand the Head of 
her Reprover. Salome inſiſting upon it, Herod, though afraid 
of the People, who had the higheſt Veneration for St. Fohn. 
complies, and the Holy Baptiſt falls a Sacrifice to the una- 
peaſable Rage of an inceſtuous Woman. Herodias having 
the Head in her Power, thruſt the Tongue through wich a 
Bodkin, and afterwards buried it in the Garden of her Palace 
but neither Power or Policy can ſecure the Perpetrators ot 
this execrable Murder from the Juſtice of the Almighty; 


ſever d from her Body, by the Ice breaking, as ſne was paſ- 
ſing a frozen Lake; of the Father and Mother being ba- 
niſh'd by the Roman Senate to Lions in France, livd and 
died miſerably, . Chriſt being made acquainted with the cruel 
Death of his Forerunner, retires into the Deſart; and being 
followed by the Multitude, he miraculouſly feeds five thou- 
find Men, belides Women and Children, with five Barley 
Leayes.and two. ſmall Fiſhes, * Having ſent his: Diſciples to- 
wvagds'BerÞ/arda by Sea, our Lord Appear'd to them walking on 
the Water in the Midſt of à Storm, about the fourth Watch 
of -the Night: His Appearance ffighten'd them, and added to 
the Terror of the Storm; but diſcovering who it was, all their 
Fears are at once remov'd, and Petey defires Leave to come 
to him; Chriſt permitting him, he got upon the Water, buc 
his Faith failing, down he ſinks: Juſt- ready to periſh, he 
cries for Help: Chriſt Lends a gracious Hand, and going into 
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REI HE blefled Jeſus leaving Bethſaida, arrived a fe. 
. cord Time in the Land of Geneſareth; the Coun- 
try flock in bring their ſick and difeas'd of 
al Sorts aud Conditions, and they all find a Cure 
for cvery a,, vhoever touch'd ſo much 25 
' the Hem of his Garment was made per fectly whole. Ha- 
+ Ting finiſh'd the Work he came here to perform, our Lord 

* tor the Coaſts of Tyre and Zidon, where entering an 
Rouſe 
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Houſe, the firſt Viſit is made him by aSyrophenician Woman; 

who having hear'd of the good Things he had done, and the 

wonderful Miracles he had wrought, came to implore his Aſ- 

ſiſtance for her Daughter, who was cruelly vex'd with a 

Devil; ſhe recognizes him as the Saviour of the World, and 

as ſuch cries to him for Mercy: Chriſt gives no Anſwer to 

her Petition at firſt, but ſeems to diſregard her Tears. 

Theſe continuing, the Diſciples interpoſe, and deſire him to 

ſend heFaway, that they might be freed from her Importu- 
niz; e which the bleſſed Jeſus ſays, as if at once to dam 

all Re Hopes, I am not ſent, but to the Loſt Sheep of the Houſe 

of Iſrael. But ſhe had too right a Senſe of the Meſſiah, and 

too much Faith in him to make any but the beſt Uſe of 

this; ſhe was fully perſuaded of the extenſive Benevolence of a 

moſt merciful Redeemer; and that every Creature in Chriſt 

Jeſus wasfan Liraeliteto God: This therefore ſeems to add to her 

Hopes tend of diminifhing of them; and now ſhe cries to 

him 0 Help; as her Lord. Fat ſtill the deſired Anſwetis de- 

lay ber Faith put upon further Trial; ſhe is treated with 

a Contempt to Appearance, greater than before, andChrift 

tells her, bis not meet to take the Children's Bread, and kf it 

unto Dogs, Had ſhe novy been left to the Preqominancy of 

her deprav'd natural Paſſions, had not divine Grace now 

wholly influene'd her Saul, what Reſentment might we not 

have expected ? But inſtead ot that. ſhe lies proſtrate at rhe 

Feet of Jeſus, and toweriingher own Eyes: ObLe, «&quicites in 

A ber Lord händ fad: and in 17 humble Anfweggiteovers 

fill her Hepes of Mercy; Truth Lord, fays ſhe, yet the Dogs 

eat the. Crumbs which fall from their Maſter”: Table; I thiſe 

which can-only plead the Neceſſities of Nature, find their com- 

mon Wants reliev'd by Man, how much more may I hope for 

fa Relief in the greateſt Diſtreſs from the Son of God, when I am 

＋ asking but for one of the many Mercies he is beſtowing on the Peo- 

itiln pe of his immediate Choice; and to engage him to this, may 

plead my Dependance on his own Merit. Such a Supplicant as 

*his, could not fail of Succeſs ; Chriſt at once gives the Rea- 

| a c-W 40: of his former Anſwers; he is all Compaſſion, © ad- 

Coun-W mire. at the Greatneſs of her Faith, and rewards it with the 

as'd ON iulleſt 2eturn the could deſire; ſhe may have whatever the 


Cute will, and in that very Hour the Devil it caſt out, and her 
uch 28 Daughter rovered. 1 
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Transfiguration of CHRIST. 


O ON after this remarkable Converſation, Cri: 
returned to the Coaſt of Galilee, where ne, 43 
uſual, healed the Infirm, and preached tie Wor, 
Going into the Deſart, the Mulritude collow and 
: attend him three Days; in which Nme the Pro- 
ions they carried with them being ipent, and little or none 
pe had there; Chriſt commiſerates their Wants, and re- 
em: He exerts his Almighty Power, and lets . 
| VVV — Peopie 
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people ſee he can ſupport them in the Midſt of Want, and 
feed them in a Wilderneſs: He can at Pleaſure bleſs and in- 
creaſe their Store, and be Sufficiency to them under all the 
Diſtreſſes and Neceſſities of Life: With ſeven Loaves, and a 
ſew {mall Fiſhes, he ſatisfies the Hunger of four thouſand 
Pepple, and yet adds to his Diſciples Store; the Fragments 
left being much beyond what the Loaves and Fiſhes were at 
firſt. Our Lord having ſent the People away took Ship for 
the Coaſt of Dalmanutha; but not continuing here, departed 
for Bethſaida, and from thence for Cæſarea Philippi. A few 
Days after this, the bleſſed Jeſus taking with him Peter, Fames, 
and Fohn, went up to Mount Tabor, where they are diſtin- 
ouiſhed by a particular Manifeſtation of the divine Glory : 
Chriſt became transfigur'd before them, his Face ſhined as 
the Sun, and his Raiment was white as the Light; At the 
| | fmeTime Moſes and Elias appeared in an Array of Glory, and 
| talked with their Lord of the Deceaſe he was to accompliſh 
| [* Feruſalem, This amazing awful Sight put the Diſciples 
into Confufion ; but a Voice coming from the bright Cloud 
that encircled them, after Moſes and Elias were departed,threw 
them upon their Faces in the utmoſt Terror and affright ; 
their Maſter raiſed them from the Ground, and diſpelled their 
Fears: This heavenly Voice repeated the Teſtimony given to 
the bleſſed Jeſus by the divine Majeſty at his Baptiſm, 
Before they heard the Voice the Diſciples ſeemed highly. plea- 
ſed with their Situation: Peter was for building three Taber- 
nacles, and continuing there; but it could not be: Their Lord, 
as well as themſelves, had a dreadful Vale to paſs firſt, and 
a bitter Cup to taſte of. If we may depend upon Bede, 
ſome devout Perſons eretedghree Churches afterwards upon 
Mount Tabor, in Remembrance of the Transfiguration of our 
bleſſed Lord; though no Veſtigia of ſuch Buildings are now tobe 
found there. Coming down from the Mount our Lord char- 
ved the Diſciples not to tell what they had ſeen, till after his 
Reſurrection; and we don't find, but that they punRually 
ri; I obſerved the Injunction, | 
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reſt in 455 Kingdom of Heaven: The 


harmleſs Infant a Pattern of Humility Ih, 
and Meekneſs. our 


k Day after Chriſt's Deſcent from Mount Ta. 
— N. bor, a certain Man came before and knceled to 


0 75 740 | > by the evil Spirit which influenced him, had been 
often thrown into the Fire and Water, and was 


—10 the utmoſt Danger of periſhing ; and the afflicted No 
em 


Ta- 
to 
vho, 
been 
Was 
arend 
gems 


of the BIB L E. 31 


ſeems the more importunate, from the Diſappointment he had 
met with from the Diſciples who were left below when 
Chriſt went up to the Mount : The Father brought him firſt 
to them, but they could do him no good ; and he tells 
Chriſt how he was diſappointed in them. This Account is a 
Grief to their Maſter, He reproves them for faithleſs and 
perverſe ; and immediately caſts out the Devil, and cures the 
Child. Upon our Lord's Coming to Capernaum, the Cole 
lectors of the Tribute, which every Few was obliged to pay 
yarly to the-Temple, came and asked Peter, it his Maſter 
would pay it? Perer going to ask Jeſus, Jeſus prevents him 
by asking him, Of whom do the Kings of the Earth take Tri- 
bute, of their own Children, or of Strangers? Peter ſays, Of 
Strangers, Then, ſays Chriſt, the Children are free: Intimat- 

ing, that as the Son of the Lord of the Temple he ſhould be 

exempted from this Tax. However the humble peaceable 
Jeſus unwilling to give Offence, ſends Peter a fiſhing to 

the Lake; with Dire&ions to examine the firſt Fiſh he caught, 
in Whoſe Mouth their ſhould be a Piece of Silver; and to pay 
that for them both. About this Time the Diſciples enter into 

a Diſpute} who ſhould be the greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, which there is too much Reaſon to believe they ima« 
gined would be a Kingdom of Chriſt in this World; and not 
being able to agree about it among themſelves, they go with 
their Enquiries to Chriſt, Upon which Chriſt placing a little 
Child in the Midſt of them, holds out the harmleſs Infant as 
a proper Pattern to them of Humility and Meekneſs; and 
letting them know, that his is ſpiritual, not a carnal Kingdom, 
they that would enter into it muſt be'fincere, lowly, and be- 
come humble as Children, deſtitute of finiſter Deſigns, ſub- 
miſſive, and indued with their Infant Candor and Sincerity ; 
and that in his Kingdom there ſhould be no ſuch Tyranny 
and Domineering, as is exerciſed among the Princes and 
Powers of the World, who know not Chriſt, nor obey 
bis Goſpel. Being ſeemingly ſatisfied in theſe Replies, Pe- 
ter ſtarts a freſh Queſtion, and deſires to know, how often 
bis Brother may offend, and he muſt forgive? From which 
our merciful Maker takes Occaſion to preſs Men to forgive 
one another to the utmoſt, in Conſideration, how much 
more God muſt forgive to that Man, whoſe innumerable 
Ofrences are pardoned, and his immenſe Debt meets Remiſſion 
tom the Great King of Heaven and Earth. 
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The Rich Man and CHRIT. 
E AVING Galilee, the holy Jeſus comes no 
into the Parts of Fudea beyond Fordan ; and ti 
People reſorting to him in extraordinary Nun 


bg bers, as uſual, he continued to inſtruct them in 
the Truths of his Goſpel, and cure the Diſeaſec 
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The proud haughty Phar iſees derided his Doctrine: They ce 
A and carp at him, oppoſe ſelf. evident Truths, and reject! 
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Counſel of God againſt themſelves ; but among his humble 
Hearers, there are many with good and honeſt Hearts, whe 
not only come to Chriſt themſelves, but deſire to.give up 
their Children to him: They make the Tender, but his Diſ- 
ciples diſcourage and forbid them. But as Chriſt often re- 
ceives thoſe who Men reject, ſo it was now : He invites 
them to come, accepts them, takes them up in his Arms and 
bleſſes them ; and aſſures the believing Parents, that ſuch 
were of the Kingdom of Heaven; of ſuch were the viſible 
Church on Earth, and the Church gloriouſly Triumphant above. 
But of all the Men of Diſtinction that came to the bleſſed 
Jeſus with their Enquiries, none asks him the Queſtion with 
more Humility and Decency, or ſeemingly with more Deſire 
and Deſign to follow his Directions, than a young Man largely 
rich, who calling him Good Maſter, begg'd to know, whar 
he muſt do to inherit eternal Life. Chriſt's Anſwer is full and 
plain: Such as would guide his Feet into the Way of Peace 
Peace in Time, Peace to Eternity. But the great Searcher of 
Hearts, diſcovers the Shallewn:ſs of this ſuperficial Reli- 
gioniſt, and puts him upon an Expedient, that inſtantly makes 
it plain, that the God of this World had blinded his Eyes, 
and had got too large a Poſſeſſion of his Heart; Go part, ſays 
Chriſt, with thy worldly Wealth, and follow me; fo ſhalt thou 
be n Diſciple, and ſecure a Treaſure in Heaven, that never 
ſaglt decay. This was Doctrine he could not reliſn; and would 
have had but few Followers in embracing : He went away 
exceeding forrowful; for he had great Pofleſſions. This drew 
from our Lord a Declaration, That tis impoſſivle for a Man 
truſting in his Riches, to enter into the Kingdom of God. The 
young Man would not accept the proffered Good upon Chrift's 
Terms; and by his Conduct left it upon Record, That the 
Proſperity of a Fool may deſtroy him. 
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Of Paying Tribute to CASAR. 


UR bleſſed Lord going from Fericho, is act 
2 2 panied by a large Concourſe of People, who 
) Witneſles to his compaſſionate Relief of 
poor blind Men, that begg'd in the Road: 
a ing from the Croud, that any was paſlug 
they implore him to have Mercy upon them: Their Cri: 
their Condition engage bis Pity: He flops and calls ti 
They came; Ghrift touches their Eyes, and immed's!s) 
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eceive Sight. Our bleſſed Lord is now come to Feruſalem, 
where the Scribes and Phariſees are ſtilf᷑ his conſtant Oppoſers, 
though all their Attempts to render his Miniſtry ineffe tual are 
mu in vain, The Multitude hear him gladly; they believe in, 
znd receive him: He ſpeaks to them in Parable; but they are ſuch 
a: illuſtrate rather than obſcure the Truth; and that ofthe Vineyard 
et out to Husbandmen, who beat and abuſed the Owner's Ser- 
vants, and killed the Heir, was too home a Reproof for thoſe 
to bear, who had ſo long been unprofitable Servants in God's 
Houſe, and were now in Confederacy to deſtroy his only- 
begotten Son. Our bleſſed Lord proceeds next to diſcover, - 
that the poor Gentile Nations, that were then in Darkneſs, 
which knew little of God, and nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, were 
to be the Called of God, and Objects of infinite Mercy. This 
is ſhadow'd out by the Parable of a certain King, who making 
a Marriage for his Son, ſent his Servants to call the invited Gueſts 
to the Feaſt; but upon heir refuſing to come, he ordered them 
out inte the Highway, with Directions to bring in whoever 
they found there; all of which were accepted, and made as 
welcome, as they could have been who were firſt bidden, un- 
leſs one, who wanted the Wedding Garment, without which 
neither Few, or Gentile ſhall be accepted. The Phariſees, 
who” well underſtood theſe Diſcourſes, are highly incenſed 
at them; and they enter into Conſultation to entrap him in 
his Talk, if poſſible. In Order to this, they ſend ſome 
artful Men of Herod's Party, and Bigots of their own Sect, 
to ask him the enſnaring Queſtion, Whether 'twas lawfal for 
the Fews to pay Tribute to the Roman Emperor. Now 
they imagine they are ſure of him: The Wretch who pro- 
poſes the Queſtion appears an a Sneer in his Countenance, 
which at once diſcovers his;/Hypoeriſy and Enmity : Heſeems 
to imagine 'twas impoſſible, but that, one Way or other, they 
muſt Larry their Point; and that by the Anſwer, our Lord 
muſt render himſelf either the People's Averſion, by appearing 
on the Behalf of paying Tribute, which they abhorec; or the 
Object of the Romans Reſentment, if he appeared againſt it. 
Thus the Deſign is deep laid; but the bleſſed Jeſus trium ohs over 


all their Malice and Invention: He preſſes upon them their 
7 Duty to God, and Jullice to their Prince: He is for rendering 
unto God and unto Cæſar what is their Due; but leaves them” 
wie to determine what belongs to either. This Anſwer being a tull 
co! WI Reply, diſappointed their malicious Hopes: They go away 


id ; WW confounded, and leave Chriſt in Poſſeſſion of Applauſe from 
Aug all the People, 5 2 —— 
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CarsrT foretelleth the Deſtructiom of Jeruſalem: 
The ive wiſe, and five fooliſh Virgins. 
HE Phariſees, being defeated, retired, and we may 
ſuppoſe, if capable of it, with Confuſion and Bluſh- 
ing; but their ill Succeſs did not deter the Sadu- 
ſcees, who wereequally the Enemies of the Holy je- 
© ſus, ro try theirStrength; and they attack him upon 
the Head of the Reſurrection; which with the Immortallity 
of the Soul, and a future State, were ſtrenuonſly den) d by 
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ſpring of David? They were too much aware that the pur- 
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this Sect. They enter the Liſt, but with no more Advantage 
than both they and their Confederates had done be fore; they 
are confuted, though not convinced; and the Certainty of the 
future Exiſtence of the Soul is by Chriſt put paſt a Poſſibi- 
lity of our being miſtaken about it. Our Lord having anſwer- 
ed to the Full all the Queſtions propoſed to him, puts one to 
the Phariſees, which they — not, or would not anſwer, 
and which effectually rid him of all their further impertinent 
or malicious Enquiries : What think ye of Chriſt, ſays he him- 
ſelf, whoſe Son is he ? The Son of David, ſay they. How then, 
replies our Lord, does David by the Spirit call him Lord? How 
tan he be both his Son, and his Lord? the Root, as well as Of. 


uing of theſe Diſtinctions would have led them to Ac- 
owledgments on the Behalf of che Meſſiah, that they were 
induſtrious. to avoid; they, therefore, retire without any 
Reply, and never dare afterwards revive the Converſation. 
Thele Enemies to his Goſpel being gone, Chriſt proceeds to 
inſtruct the Multitude and his Diſciples : He admoniſhes 
the People, declares againſt the Practice and Principles of the 
hariſces, reproves Hypocrites, and faretels the Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, and the Temple, with the great Calamities 
that would inevitably come upon the Fewiſh Nation, Having 
laid theſe Things before his Auditory, Chriſt preſſes them to 
be ſuitably prepared for that Day of Viſitation, as well as 
for the great Day of Account, when the whole World ſhall 
be called before the Bar of the moſt High God, to whom all 
Hearts are naked and bare; and before whom no ſecret Thing 
can be hid. The better to diſplay the Happineſs ot a Prepara- 
tion for theſe great Events, and the dreadful Conſequences 
that muſt attend thoſe who ſhall neglect it, our Jord, in a 
Parable, ſets before them the bleſſed Condition of five wile 
Virgins, who, watching for the Bridegroom's coming, are ad- 
mitted by him to the Marriage Feaſt; and the miſerable State 
of five fooliſh Virgins, who not being ready when their Lord 
came, are for ever excluded, and ſhut. out from that Company, 
and that Communion, they had been weak enough to fatter 
themſelves with Hopes of enjoying, without ſuitable Endea- 
Yours to obtain, 0 
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BHS HE Deſolation tat was to overtake the Inhabi- W C 
i tants of Feruſalem, and the People of Fudea was iN © 

to be ſo dreadful, and the awful Appearances in If 
the Heavens, and on the Earth, ſo much reſem- t 
bling t.ofe that are to attend Chriſt's Coming to fl {! 
Judgment at the aſt Day, that the Account of both are by 

our Lord put together. One Part was fulfill'd about forty 

Years after Chriſt : Alccalion by the Reman We, who 
; aving 
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having deſtroy'd Feruſalem, levelled the Temple with the 
Ground, made an incredible Slaughter among the People, and 
ſold Multitudes of them into Slavery, for thirty a Reman Penny, 
who had valued the Lord of Life and Glory, the eternal Son 
of God, and their Redeemer, at but thirty Pieces of Silver, At 
that Time the Arm of the Lord was made bare, and reveal- 
ed in Indignation, and great Fury; they had no Saviour to 
fly to, who would receive or help them: They might find 


how deteſtably guilty they were, by the ſevere Vengeance 


God was taking of them: Their Tribulation was "ſuch as had 
not been from the Beginning of the World, or ſhould ever be 
equalled to the End of it: All theſe Diſtreſſes and Calamities 
being foretold by Chriſt, the Tranſition was eaſy and natu- 
ral, to the awful Appearances of the laſt Day, when a righteous 
Gad-will take a yet more ſevere Vengeance on impenitent 
Sinners, who have lived in a conſtant Violation of his Laws ; 
contemn'd his Authority, rejected a Saviour, and deſpiſed the 
Offer of his Love: Then, indeed, ſhall the Heavens be ſhaken, 
and the Sign of the Sondof Man appear above: Then (hall there 
be Diſtreſs of Nations, and Mens Hearts ſhall fail them: The 
Sup and Moon ſhall be darken d; the Earth and all Things 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up : Then ſhall Chriſt appear 
with Majeſty, coming in the Clouds of Heaven with Power and 
great Glory, How dreadful muſt ſuch a Sight be to deprav'd 
Nature? How will the Archangel's Sound make the guilty 
Nations tremble ? What ſinful Heart can now ſupport the 
Thought ? What ſinful Sou] will then be able to bear thebeing 
ern ſeparated from God, thurſt down to Darkneſs, 
unutterable Miſery, and Horrors, the Companion of Devils 
and damned Spirits to all Eternity. But to ſhift the Sc ne, 
muſt afford a moſt delightful Proſpect. Behold the bleſſed 
Numbers who may then lift up their Heads with Joy; who 
in this glorious Judge will view their all- ſufficient Mediator, 
whoſe gracious Smiles will diſpel their Fears, and fill their 
Souls with inconceivable Joy. The Morning of the Reſurrec- 
tion will indeed be bright to theſe; they'll triumph then with 
Chriſt their God and King, and ſhall for ever do ſo. Sin and 
Sorrow will be done away, and they ſhall be admitted to a Per- 
fection of Happineſs, adequate to the Capacities of immor- 


tal Minds, and of equal Duration with their neyer-failing Exi- 
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The Gupper in Bethany: 

T. being now within two Days of the Feat eu 

of the fourth Paſſover, ſince the Baptiſm of Cl: + 

the Hour of the Son of Man te be betray'd and d 

crucified drew on. Our bleſſed Lord intending I u 

to go with his Diſciples to Feruſalem, to partake h 

of he Paſcal Lamb before his approaching Paſſi on, ſent Peter k 


and Fohn to prepare for it. Chriſt being with the ten Di! þ 


les at Su in the Houſe of Simon the Leper, at Be- 
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11ania, Mary the Siſter of Martha and Lazarus, came and poured 
a Vial of moſt precious Ointment on his Head This filled 
che Place with an odoriferous Scent, and the Traytor Fudas 
with Rage and Indignation againſt Mary, who had teſtified 
her Affection to her dear Saviour in ſo expenſive coſtly a Man- 
ner, However the envious Grudgings of this Hypocrite meet 
with Chriſt's immediate Rebuke, and what Mary had done 
with his Acknowledgment and Approbation: Twas un- 
doubtedly the Effect of a divine Impulſe upon her; and Chriſt 
ſeems to intimate as much, when he tells them, ſhe was ap- 
priz d of his approaching Sufferings ; and that ſhe had thus 
anointed him againſt his Burial, as an Equivalent for that coſt- 
ly embalming which great Perſons were diſtinguiſhed by, and 
which ought to attend the high Deſcent of her Lord and 
Maſter at Death. This juſt Reproof of Chriſt ſet the wicked 
Heart of Fudas upon Miſchief, and he ſeems to determine on 
Revenge. He takes the firſt Opportunity to go to the Chief 
Prieſts, and enters into a Bargain with them to betray his 
Lord: They readily embraced the Offer, and agree to give 
him thirty Pieces of Silver. This Reward was ſufficient, it _ 
ſeems, to engage a Fudas in the vileſt Treachery ever per- 
petrated by Man, Peter and Fohn having made ready the 
Paſſover, and Chriſt being come to Feruſalem, ſet down to 
it with the Twelve ; and as they were eating he makes a 
Diſcovery, which extreamly ſurprized and troubled all but the 
guilty one. Chrilt had told them betore that he was to be be- 
tray'd into the Hands of his Enemies, cruelly uſed, and at laſt 
crucified; and now he tells them, that *rwas one of them, who 
had profeſſed ſo much Love and Affection for him, and had mer 
with ſo much Kindneſs from him, that ſhould be inſtrumental 
in birnging him into this Scene of Miſery and Death. This a- 
larm'd their innocent Souls, and each conſcious of his Integrity 
and Love for Chriſt, makes his ſepara e Appeal to his Lord, if it 
could be any of them: As far as they knew their own Hearts, 
they knew they abhorred the Thought of ſo vile an Action, 
ſo much Baſeneſs and Treachery. I relieve them from their 
uneaſy Thoughts, their gracious Maſter more diſtinctiy points out. 
the Betrayer : Then, ſays Fudas, Maſter, is it I? He would un- 
doubtedly have avoided the ion it he could, but was forced 
upon it, in Hopes of being ſti concealed, or from a Belief, per- 
haps, that Chriſt did not knew. This was an Enquiry he 
knew enough of before, and Chriſt fixed the Deſign upon him 
by immediately antwering, Thom haſt ſaid, 
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CHrisT praying in the Garden. 


HOUGH our Lord had thus expos'd the Traytor, 
8 tvvas no Bar to his deltign'd Treaſon; nor did it 
4 in the leaſt deter him from his wicked Purpoſe; 
for Chriſt to declare at the ſame Time that it had 
— been good for him, by whom the Son was betroy'd, 
if he had Never been born; Fudas regardleſs of the dreadful 
Denunciatign, was determin'd to run the Riſque of it ; he 
em uomoy'd, tho we don't find, but that he continued 
122 E 5 
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at the Table during the whole Ceremony, and the Inſtitutigh 
of that Ordinance which Chriſt then appointed to commemò- 
tate chrough all the ſucceeding Ages of his Church, the Suffer- 
ings ind Death of their ever bleſſed Lord and Mediator. 
This our Lord was pleas'd to do in the following Method; 
taking Bread into his Hands, he bleſſed and brake it, then gi- 
Ving it to the Diſciples, he ſaid, Take eat, this is my Body ; 
then taking the Cup, he gave Thanks, and delivering it to 
them, bid them drink all of it, as of the Blood of the New 
Teſtament, which was ſhed for the Remiſfion of Sins: To 
theſe he adds his Commands, for celebrating thus this Sacra- 
ment of his Supper, in perpetual Remembrance of the bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer, The Paſſover being eaten, they ſingan Hymn, 
and go out to the Mount of Olives. In the Way Chriſt told 
his Diſciples that in that very Night they would all be offend- 
ed at, and forſake him: This gives them new Uneaſineſs, 
they ſtart at the Thought, and with much Ardency pro- 
mile not to deny him, though they ſhould die for it. Peter 
was the firſt, and ſeem'd moſt earneſt in theſe folemn Aſſu- 
rances; his Heart was good, but his Strength was ſmall, 
Chriſt knew him much better than he knew himſelf, and tells 
him that even he who was ſo forward and zealous in his Pro- 
feſſion of Affection for, and ſteady Adherence to him, ſhould 
before the Cock crow'd twice that Night, deny him thrice, 
After this our bleſſed Lord taking with him Peter, Fames, 


and Fohn, enter d the Garden at Gethſemane, when retiring 
a little Space from them, he proſtrated himſelf in Prayer to 


God: His Agonies were come now to a great Height within; 
his Soul was forrowful even unto Death ; he was to tread 
the Wine Preſs of his Father's Wrath alone, and the dreadful 
Apprehenſipn of it made his human Nature ſhrink: He 


{wear, but they were Drops of Blood. In this dreadful Ago- 
ny an Angel appears from Heaven to comfort him, and ſup- 
ply the Place of his drowſy Diſciples, who were fallen aſleep, 
and could not watch with him one Hour. Three Times 
Chriſt makes his Petitions to his heavenly Father, but with 
the utmoſt Reſignation to his Father's Will; in Spirit he was 
Teady, willing to become the deſtin'd Sacrifice; but the 
Weakneſs of the Fleſh would diſcover itſelf; The Thoughts of 
God's Indignation pierc'd his Soul, and the exquilite Suffer= 


with Terror 
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pray d with an Earneſtneſs none ever pray d with before; and 


ing of Body and Mind he was to undergo, fill'd his Thoughts 
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CHRIST crown d with Thorns. 


EU DAS took the Advantage of his Maſter's reti- 
ring to the Garden, and leaving him behind, to 
comply with his Promiſe to the Chief Prieſts, 
and betray the innocent jeſus into the Hands ot 
his malicious Periecutors: Our Lord being juſt 
fiſen from Prayer, is attack d by this baſe Betrayer, at thc 
Head of a Multitude, who came with Swords, and Clubs, and 
aCommiſſion from the Chief Prieſts to apprehend him: The 

| | — inſiduous 


, os eas . ꝗ . ĩ⅛ô ... aw 4 


DD 
___ 


of the BIBLE. 45 


inſiduous Wretch offers the Embrace of a Friend, but acts the 
Part of the moſt treacherous Foe: He comes to Chriſt, hails 
him as his Maſter,-and kiſſes him; and by a ſeeming Indica- 
tion of Affection and Friendſhip, deliver'd him over, as much 
as *twas in his Power, to inexpreſſible Miſery and Woe, to 
the utmoſt Deriſion and Cruelties of ſinful Man, and to a 


painful, lingering, ignominious Death. The bleſſed Jeſus 


being taken, all his Diſciples, as he had foretold, forſook him, 
and fled; and he is hurried away to the Houle of Catiapras 


the High Prieſt, where the Scribes and Elders were aſlem- 


bled in Expectation of their Plot, and Fudas's Treachery ta- 
king place. The envious Prieſts having Chriſt in their Power, 
are reſolutely bent upon putting him to Death, and they ſet 
up ſeyeral to witneſs againſt him; but none of theſe anſwer'd 
their Expectation; the Falſity of their Teſtimony was no 
Objection, but the Inconliſtency of it; twas falle Witnets 
they wanted, and had their only Dependance upon; could 
they therefore have got any two who did not contradict one 
another in their Evidence, they would have done for them ; 
but all Attempts of this Sort proving in vain, the High 
Preiſt firſt extorts from Chriſt himſelf a Confeſſion of his 
being the Son of God, and then the Council adjudge him to 
Death as a Blaſphemer, for making that Con feſſion. Having 
determined that he was guilty, and deſerv'd Death, they offer 
him all poſſible Indignities ; they buffet him, they ſpit in his Face, 
they beat him. Peter was Witneſs to this inhuman Treatment, 
which one would think ſhould have raiſed ſo much Commi- 
{eration in his Breaſt, as to have made him kept his Word, 
and rather dy'd with his diſtreſs'd Maſter, than deny'd or de- 
ſerted him: But his Fears prevail above his Faith and Love 

and within the Time prefix'd by Chriſt, he not only thrice 
deny'd him, but with Imprecations and Oaths atteſts 
that he never knew him. Though the Fewi/h Sankedrim 
had determin'd our Lord to be worthy of Death, yet they 
could not put him to Death without the Roman Governor, 
their Conquerors having taken that Power out of their Hands; 


therefore in the Morning having bound ſeſus, they dcliver'd * 


him up to Pontius Pilate, who at the inceſſant Cries of the 
People, and clamorous Importunitiesof the Prieſts and Elders, 
adjudged him to die, and gave him up to be crucified. Sen- 
tence being paſt, the Soldiers, to gratify his inveterate mercileſs 
Perſecutors, ſtrip the ſubmiſſive innocent Jefus of his own 
Garments, and in Mockery array him in a gorgeous Robe of 
their over; they put a Reeden Scepter in his Right Hand, and 
pierce his tender Head with a Crown of T horas, 
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HRIST Natling to the Croſs. 


DAs finding that Chriſt was condemned 0 
die, is ſeiz d with inſupportable Horrors of Mind; 
and the Devil, by whoſe Influence he ſccmel 
wholly guided, puts him upon deſtroying big 

— ſelf, as the laſt vile Act he was capable of. Li. 
Guilt now fAluſh'd in his Face, and the Terrors of the Almigt 
ty racked his Soul: He could no longer bear the Pangs ci 1! 
inrenom ed Conſcience, but confeſſes his Crimes, gocs an 
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caſts the thirty Pieces of Silver, which had tempted him to the 
deteſted Treachery into the Temple, then throws himſelf up- 
on his Face, as it ought te be read, and burſting aſunder, his 
Bowels came out. and he died miſerably, in the utmoſt De- 
ſpair; a fad, but juſt Inſtance of the Righteous Judgment of 
God upon the vileſt Creature that ever lived. The conſcientious 
Sanhedrim make a Scruple of putting theſethirty Pieces of Silver 
into the facred Treaſury, becaufe they were the Price of Blood, 
and therefore purchaſed with them a Piece of Ground to bury 
Strangers in. This was a Matter of ſuch Conſequence, as they 
could not get over ; though they could at the ſame Time 
diſpenſe with Subornation and Pcrjury, with the inhuman 
Treatment of the moſt meek and merciful Jeſus, and with 
ſpilling the Blood of an innocent Perſon, in Oppoſition to the 
| human and divine Laws. The Soldiers having infulted and 
| reviled him, they diveſt him of the Enſigns of Authority and Ma- 
jeſt y they had array d him with, as they imagined, and put- 
| ting upbn him his own Raymert, they lead him away to the 
Place of Execution. The Barbarity of his Murderers is diſco- 
vered in a large Variety, and they omit no Method in their 
Power to increaſe his Pain: They had ſcourged him, ſmote 


him, ſpit upon him, buffeted him, degided him; and now up- 


on his Body, they lay his Croſs, deſigning ta make him car- 


ry it to Mount Calvary, This was too heavy for him to bear. - 


and he funk beneath the Weight. Upon tffis they offer !:i,ma 
Relief; but in View of his becoming (till more diftrefled : They 
were afraid he would have dicd before he was made a pub- 
lick Spectacle upon the Croſs, and they diſappcinted of be- 
holding his lingering” ignominious Death: Meeting, there- 
fore, Simon a Cyrenian, they lay the Croſs upon, and oblice 
him to carry it after the bleſſed Jeſus. Being come tothe fatal 
Place they {trip our Lord of his Raymeat, and laying his naked 
Body on the Croſs, faſten it in the uſual Manner, piercing his 


tender Feet and Hands with Nails, which muſt cauſe exaui- 


ſite Miſery to him, whoſe curious Formation render'd him 
more ſuſceptible than others of every Degree of Pain, 
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CHRIST upon the Croſs. 


HE Ever-bleſſed Jeſus, who deſerved the belt, 
meets with the worſt of Treatment; and the Fa- 
vour granted to the vileſt of Malefactors, is ſo far 
deny'd to him, that inſtead of offering any Alevia- 
tion to him by the Way, they tender what may en- 


hance his Miſery, and make his gs to Death more bitter. 


"Twas a Cuſtom in 1#ae', almoſt conſtantly practic'd by ſome 
of the commiſerating Croud, to give Criminals going to 
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Execution a ſtupitying Potion, and pleaſant to the Pallate, to 
make them leſs ſenſible of Pain; but inſtead of this, they 
offer the bleſſed Jeſus Gall and Vinegar, a nauſeous Draught, 
that could only ſerve to make him leſs capable of bearing the 
Sufferings he was to undergo ; and now the dreadful Hours 
come on, in which was perpetrated ſuch a Scene of Wickednels, 
as the Sun had never been witneſs. to, and now was veil'd 
from beholding : The Son of God, the gracious Redeemer 
of Man, is by ingrateful Man, extended on the Croſs, cruci- 
fied between two Thieves, made a Scoff to the beholding 
Croud. The Chief-Prieſts, Scribes, and Elders ſhake their 
Heads at, and revile him; they imagine they have now put 
it paſt Diſpute, that he was the Invpoſtor they had affirmed: 
They deride his Truſt in God, One of the Thieves join in 
theſe Inſults, and tho' in theAgonies ofa deſerved Death, as a Cri- 
minal, the 'Vretch withalmolt his dying Breath inſults him. Bu: 
while wicked Men thus triumph, the Earth trembles, and Hea- 
ven witneſſes to its dying Lord; the Sun, as if aſham'd to 
view the black-Ingratitude of Man, withdrew'its Shining, and 
for three Hours Darkneſs covered the Land: For thoſe thre? 
Hours did the bleſſed Redeemer of the World bear extream 
Pain in his Body, and infinite Torture in his Soul: He was 
preſſed down by the Guilt of his People's Sins, and the Wrath 
of his Almighty Father; ſo that ſome believe the Sufferings 
of Chriſt were ſo exquiſite, that in. this ſhort Space of Time 
he felt what was equal to all the Torments his People 
could have born, tho' condemned to lie in Hell to all Eternity. 
Our Bleſſed Lord continued in this bleeding, tortur'd, dying 
Condition, from about twelve a- Clock till Three, guarded by 
Soldiers, who, as their Perquiſite, part his Garments among 
them; but to prevent ſpoiling his Veſt by Cutting, it being 
all one Piece without Seam, they caſt Lots for it, as had 
been foretold. About the ninth Hour, this Lamb of God, who 
bore his Sufferings with unexampled Patience and Retignation, 
cries out in the Extremity of his Agonies, My God! my God? 
why haſt thou forſaken me? The People hoard the Voice, but 
did nat underſtand the Words; thev imagined he called for 
Elias to come, and take him down: They now a ſecond Time 
offer him Vinegar and Gall to drink. This was the finiſnhing 
Att; Every Prophecy concerning the Meſſich to the Momer:: 
of his Death was now fulfilled ; the Wrath of the Almighty 
vas fully appeaſed; divine Juſtice was ſatisfi d, and God the 
Father was reconciled, Crying then a ſecond Time with a 
loud Voice, our Lord yicided up the Ghoſt, and dicd, 
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HUS did'the Ever. bleſſed Jeſus render up I 
Soul an Offering for Sin, and ſuffered by the 
Method the Romans put to Death their vile? 
MaetaRors : For Tranſgreſſors he was igno- 

2 minicuſly ſacrificed by them, and with them; 

and the moſt excellent Perſon that ever was 
born, fo conſider him only a; a Man, was cruelly tortur'd and 
murdered by ſome of the worſt of Men that ever lived, Chriſt 


fell 


ird Pilate to place a Watch, to prevent the riſing on the third 
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fell a Victim to popular Rage, and the very Perſons who for- 
merly ſung Hoſanng's to the Son of David, now call out for 
crucifying the King of the Fews. Thus highly ingrateful 
to God aud Man, they deſtroy him who came only to fave, 
But if the Fews are unmoy'd with the Barbarities of thisdread- 
ful Tragedy, the leſs obdurate Rocks are not ; they are rent, 
the Earth-quakes, the Graves open, and many Bodies of the 
Saints ariſe; unuſual Horrors ſpread through all the Place, and 
the Frame of Nature ſeems moved at the Pangs of its Suf- 
tcring Lord. The Inſtant the Holy Lamb of God expired, 
and the laſt Sacrifice God demanded was offered, the Veil of the 
Temple was rent in two from the Top to the Bottom, and 
the Moſaick Diſpenſation was at an End. This Veil was a 
ſtrong Partition- Wall of Stone, which ſeparated the moſt Ho- 
ly Place in the Temple from the outward Court, and which 
none was to enter, but the High-Prieſt only ; and he but once 
1 Year, which was always on the great Day of Expiation: 
Theſe Prodigies and amazing Incidents ſtrike the Spectators 
with Terror and Surprize. All tremble now; but none ſeems 
rightly affected, but the Officer who commanded the Party 
chat attended the Execution: He is convinced and converted; 
he witneſſes a good Confeſſion before them, and with great 
Larneſtneſs and Fervency of Mind declares that he's fully per- 
luaded that Jeſus was no other than the expected Meſſiah and Sa- 
v10Ur of Iſrael, the only, the eternal Son of God. The Centurion 
irom this Time became a Dilciple : He afterwards quitted 
i Military Life, and died a Martyr in the Cauſe of Chriſt. 
The bleſſed Jeſus being dead, Fo/eph of Arimathea, a Coun- 
ſellor, and a Diſciple of Chriſt's, apply'd to Pontius Pilate for 
Leave to bury him ; which being granted, Foſeph took him 
down, wrapped up the Body in Linnen, and depoſited it the 
ame Evening in a new Sepulchre which he had hewn out 
of a Rock for himſelf, and rolled a great Stone to ſecure the 
Entrance. ' But the Sanhedrim not thinking this ſufficient, de- 


Day, that had been talked of, This the Governor indulged” 
them in, and they ſealed the Stone, and ſer a Watch. But over 
thele, and every other wicked Device of Men and Devils, our: 
belle Redeemer gloriouſly triumphs : He that laid down his 
ate for the ſake of his People, takes it up again, and early on 


the third Day he breaks through all Reſtraints, and as the 


2 . 1 3 \FY - "i 5 . * 
Spin of our Salvation, is victorious over all his own, and his 
aurch's Enemies. | 


Chriſt > 


EGE AR LY on the third Day in the Morning, our 
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Chriſt's Reſurrection declar d. at 


Lord broke thro! all the Reſtraints of the Grave 
and aroſe from the Dead: Angels attend his 1: N 
fing, and an Earthquake gives the firſt*Ingtcaiicr / 
of it; one of the heavenly Hoſt deſcending, te- 
moves the Stone which ſecur'd the Entrance to bis Tomb, 
and fitting upon it, prevented the Guards attempting to rc. 
it back again. This bright Attendant of the Throne abor⸗ 
makes the Ceatry tremble; they could not bear the Emani 
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tions of his heavenly Countenance, which to them were like 
Lightning, and they became as dead Men; they are ſtruck to 
the Earth with Fear, and lie proſtrate before him ; but to 
Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mother of Fames and Salome, 
who were come early on this Morning of the Reſurrection, 
to look after their deceas'd Lord, he is no Miniſter of Ter- 
tor, but the bleſſed Meſſenger of joyful News: Upon their 
Approach, the Angel bids them not fear, for they had no Oc- 
calion to be afraid of him: He knew them to be his Maſter's 
Friends, and that their Love to Jeſus brought them thither ; 
upon which he declar'd to them the good Tidings of Chriſt's 
delurrection, confirm'd their Faith in it, by ſhewing them 
that the Place was empty were he lay, and bid them go and 
arry the good News to his Diſciples. They immediately de- 
part the Place, and being fill'd with great [oy, they run to 
Fake the greater Haſte; in the Way Jeſus himſelf appear'd, 
Ecſpoke to them; and they fall down at the Feet of their 
Jord, and worſhip him. Chriſt ſoon raiſes them up, diſpels 
heir Fears, and diſmiſſes them to proſecute the Directions 
piven them by the Angel, Theſe holy Women being come 
o the eleven Diſciples, faithfully relate all that paſs d, and tell 
hem they muſt go end meet their Lord in Galilee. They de- 
art; and the bleſſed Jeſus met them, as he had promiſed be- 
ore his Paſſion. The Diſciples recognize him as their Lord 
nd Saviour, and all fall down and worſhip him. The aftright- 
d Watch being recovered, run away from the Sepulchre, and 
vere the firſt who brought an Account of what had happen'd 
o the Chief Prieſts; and *tis very probable they related the 
ircumſtances with Truth, and would have continued to have 
lone ſo, had they not been hir'd to do otherwiſe ; but thoſe 
vhoſe Intereſt it was to deceive the People, look'd upon theſe 
Soldiers as the propereſt Perſons to ſupport the Deceit; upon 
hich they ap»ly to them ina Method that the Corruption of 
lature has render'd too prevalent with the beſt of Men, and 
cidom or never fails with thoſe that are not ſuch; they give 
arge Sums to the Soldiers, who, as they were deſir d. ſmother'd 
he Fact, and ſpread in the Room of it, that the Diſciples cam” 
Night, and ſtole the Body away, while they ſlept. 
nſwer'd the Expectation of the Sanhedrim, and wa- 
2, "© Py thebigotted People, who ſeem'd now to reliſh ©: »- 
om Bhat might be to the Diſadvantage of a crucified Ch» | 
© "© pothing could be more abſur'd than this Story, cook'd up tor 
a ol Fhe Soldiers; for if they were aſleep, as they affirm'd, how 
Nay ould they know. that the Body was ſtolen away, or that his 
cio Piſciples were the Perſons that ſtole it? St. Manx. 
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St, MARK. 


t HE Name Mark, or rather Marcus, has ſo much 
> of the Roman in it, that ſome Perſons have 
been apt to think this Evangeliſt of Gentile Ex- 
SY, traction, though 'tis certain he was not only 1 
F Tl Jew by Birth, but of the Tribe of Levi, and] |: 
; ot the Order of Prieſthood: Nicephorus ſupporſf po: 
| ſes him St. Peter's Siſter's Son. He was not the immediate] (ed, 
Diſciple of eur Lord, but a Follower of the Apoſtles, and con. 
verte 


of the BIB LE, 55 
rerted by his Relation St. Peter, after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, He 
was St. Peter's Attendant, his Amanuenſis, and often his Inter- 
preter: He accompanied him when preaching the Goſpel in 
[taly, and at Rome; where at the Requeſt of the Converts St. 
Mark wrote his Goſpel, about ten Years after our Saviour's 
Paſſion, which, upon a Peruſal, met with full Approbation 
from St. Peter. The original Copy of the Goſpel of St. Mark, 
written by his own Hand in Greek, is ſaid to be extant at Ve- 
nice at this Day; but what they ſhew for this Copy is ſo detac'd 
by Time, that it cannot be read; and we have no Authority for 
| its being what they would have it thought, ſufficient to make 
os believe it ſuch. The Romaniſts plead for St. Mark's having 
vote it in Latin, but with even leſs Probability than their Op- 
poſers ; however, the Diſpute is not at this Diſtance of Time 
to be decided with Certainty. This Evangeliſt being ſent by 
St, Peter to plant Chriſtianity in Egypt, for ſome Time reſi- 
ded and preachd the Goſpel at Alexandria, and the Places 
round it. Removing thence, he went Weſtward to Marmarica 
Pentapolis, amd other Parts of Lybia. His Preaching, though 
powerful, met a Succeſs which only the Spirit of God could 
give it; Idolatry fled before him, and Multitudes were 
converted to the Faith of Chriſt; He eftabliſh'd a Church at 
Alexandria, and before his Death ſaw it in a. flouriſhing 
Condition, Being geturn'd to Alexandria, he was about 
the Time of our Kaſter calb'd out to ſuffer on Account 
of the Goſpel; -and by a moſt cruel Death was ſent to re- 
ceive the g:orious Crown of Martyrdom, The Idolatrous 
Inhabitants being inflam'd at their drunken Devotions, in 
Favour of their Faol Serapts, whoſe Overthrow t hey evident- 
ly percciv'd wasaim'd at by this Holy Man, brake in upon him 
when engag'd in the Celebration of divine Worſhip, and ty- 
ing his Legs with a Cord, they drag him by it through the 
— Streets, till almoſt dead; then ſhurting him in a Priſon for 
that Night, they renew their Barbarities in che Morning, and 
ceale them not till his Fleſh being torn, and his Body ex- 
hauſted of Blood and Spirits, he expired in their mercileſs 
auch Hands. God who can make a Priſon better than a Palace, or 
have 2 Dungeon than Liberty, viſited him under Confnement : + 
> Ex · his Soul is refreſhed and ſtrengthened by the heaven 
nly J munications of that blefſed Redeemer, in whoſe d. 
and bad liv'd, and for whoſe fake he was now to die: He 
appo-Jſ ported under all the Tortares of his Body, his Mind's cHapo— 
ediateſ ied, and he paſſes in Triumph from a Scene of Sufferings and 
con- Sorrow, into the Kingdom and eveilatting Joy of his Lord. 
verte | 
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PETERS Mother-im-Law bealed. Nn 
5 00 St. Matthew's Account of Yen the Baptiſhd fe 
the great Forerunner of Chriit, the Evang. ods 

St. Marks adds, that he was cloathed in Camel "cer 


in this and ſome other Relations given vs Þ 
the former Evangeliſts, S& Mark may be ſomething more pe 
ticular, yet the Contents of his in general are much the 1-8 
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with thoſe of St. Matthew, though ſhorter and abridg'd. In 

a much leſs Compaſs than w..at St. Matthew delivers them to 

us at, we have the Hiſtory of the Preaching of the Baptiſt, 

of the Manifeſtation of Chriſt at Baptiſm, of the Deſcent of 

the Holy Spirit upon him, of the Teſtimony by a Voice from 
Heaven of his being the Son of God, of our Lord's being 
tempted by the Devil in the Wilderneſs, of his entering upon 

his publick Miniſtry, and of his calling the Apoſtles; for theſe 

being ſo fully and plainly related before, ſtood in no Need of 

any Recital, but what was neceſſary to preſerve a Connexion, 

and render St. Mark's Account of Chriſt's Conduct ſufficiently 
compleat: In the Repreſentation above, we have the healing 

of St. Peter's Wife's Mother, and Chriſt caſting out of the 
Devil, which witneſſes to his being the Holy one of God; 

both of which being fully treated of before, we paſs them 

here, with no other Repetition, than juſt the mentioning of 
them. From theſe the Evangeliſt goes on to recapitulate 
with little or no Variation, other miraculous Performances 

of the bleſſed Jeſus, and which coming thus confirm'd to us, 
lezye no Room to ſuppoſe that we have been impos d upon. 

In the Account of the next Miracle, we have a Particular un- 
mention'd by St. Matthew, which lets us into a principal Rea- 

ſon for our Lord's quitting Cities and Towns for Deſerts and 
Retirement. A poor Leper coming to Chriit for Relief, 
Wis inſtantly cleans'd, and his Fleſh reſtor d; upon which Chrift 
knovring what would attend his Publication of it, ſends him 
way with a Charge, that he ſhould ſay nothing to any Man, 
but go ſhew himſelf to the Prieſt, and offer for his cleanting 
vhat was appointed by the Levitical Inſtitution ; but he was 
0 far from complying with the firſt of theſe Directions, that 
e pabliſh'd and blaz'd about the Matter wherever he came; 
nd in diſcloſing the Thankfulneſs and Joy of his Heart, broke 
1 upon his Lord's Command, and his own Duty. The Con- 
equence of this was, what Chriſt foreſaw it would be; his 
1 nemies exert. themſelves, and oprole him with the utmoſt 
irulency: Theſe Miracles were fo ſhocking to theirTatereſt, 
i fo efiabliſhing of his own, that they would omit no Me- 
\MWods in their Power to ſink his Credit with the People, and 

Inder his Doctrine ineffectual: To prevent theſe therefore, 
briſt goes to unfrequented Places, where his Follo vers 

ght at Liberty attend him in quiet, and himſelf be able to 


eich to them, free from the Moleſtations of his and their 
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Cu Is T's Converſation with the Scribe 
on Healing a Man ſick of the Palſy. 


WE Caſe of this Paraletick is touched upon i vyag 
ES St. Matthew, but the Full of it is here diſplay 
SJ Our Lord being at Capernaum, has the Hou 
2D) crouded within and without by the Multitud 
who with various Views reſort to him: Ame 
others that ſolicit his Aid, is a Man ſick of the Palſy ; wi 

being in a very bad Condition, was reſoh ed not to omit! 
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favourable Opportunity of applying for Relief; but the Paſ- 

ſages were all ſo throng'd that there was no getting at Chriſt, 

but from the Top of the Houſe : Four Men, theretore, carry 

him up, and having broken through the Roof, let him down 

in his Bed with Cords before his merciful Phyſician, who was 
preaching to the People : Upon Chriſt's ſeeing him, he 

ſays to him, Son, thy Sins be forgiven thee. The Scribes are 
immediately ready with their envious Suggeſtions ; and tho' 
they don't ſpeak it openly, for fear, perhaps, of the People, 
they ſay in their Hearts, Why does this Man thus ſpeak 
Blaſphemies ? who can forgive Sins but God only ? Upon this, 

our Lord diſcovers his Knowledge of the Secrets of the Heart; 

and by his Anſwer plainly intimates his own Divinity ; to 

their great Surprize undoubtedly, he told them their Thoughts: 
he immediately appeal'd to themſelves, whether they could 
imagine, that he who was capable to cure a Man in ſo deſpe- 
6 rate a Condition as the Paraletick before them, had not ſuffi- 
cient Authority to pardon his Sins? Whether 'twas not as 
likely that with a Word he could at Pleaſure purify his Soul, 

2 as be able with a Word to reſtore his Body to Health and a 
- | confirn'd Strength, when *twas confeſledly paſt the Power of 
human Means to effect either; it being to all Appearance a 
wither'd dry Carcaſs, and Part of it more than half dead al- 
ready : However if twould be more Satisfactory to them 
for Chriſt to give an Evidence of his Almighty Power rather 
than barely to aſſert it, they are at this Time to be gratify'd; 
and our Lord ſpoke but the Word, and his Cure is immediate» 
ly 228 3 Aviſe, ſays Chriſt, rake up thy bd and go home; 
and that Inſtant. he aroſe, took up his Bed, and went forth 
before them. They were all amaz'd, as well they might: 
hey had never ſeen the like; and ſome of them gave God 
che Glory that they ſaw it now. Thus did our Lord diſcloſe 
I to them, that he was the great Phvſician of the Soul, as well 
as Body ; and as ſuch he had Power on Earth to forgive 
Sins: But this ſeem'd to be only Matter of Speculation to 
„ib wem; not one in that numerous Aſſembly being upon Re- 
J. cord for a proper Improvement of the Diſcovery; and for 


It iachte Chriſt for that Pardon he had thus aſſured them it 
pn was_in his Power to diſpenſe, f 
p12) | p 
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CrrisT's Triumphant Entry iuto 


Jeruſalem. 


T. Mark proceeds from the Cure of this fick Man 
to enumerate, in Order, ſeveral other Miracles 
and Tranſactions of the bleſſed Jeſus, which 
we have already given an Account of; ſuffi- 
cient to prevent our adding to that Account 
here. That ve may, therefore, repeat nothing we, have 


mentioned before, We paſs on to Chriſt's riding from the 
„Mount 
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Mount of Olives into Feruſalem; when our Lord appeared 
in a more pompous Manner, attended more like a Prince, 
than at any other Time of his Life: The Diſciples having by 
Chriſt's Direction procured him an Aſs, of their own Accord 
they put their Garments on it, for the better Accommodation 
of their Maſter : Chriſt being on the Way, the Hearts of the 
Multitude, as well as of the Diſciples, ſeem at once moved 
by a divine Impulſe. Some lay their Garments down for him 
to paſs over; while others ſtrow the Road with Palm Leaves, 
and Branches of Trees; but all unite in their Joyful Acclama- 
tions to the Son of David, who came to them in the Name. 
of the Lord: They welcome the Approach of the ſpiritual 
Kingdom of their Father David, and ling their reiterated Ho- 
ſannas to this Prince of it. They proclaim the Arrival of 
the King of Peace to the City, and their Shouts alarm the In- 
habitants. Theſe flock in Crouds to enquire the Cauſe of 
ſuch extraordinary Rejoycings ; and to their Surprize find. 
they are all directed to celebrate the Coming of the great Pro- 
phet of Nazareth. This was a Treatment ſo different to what 
the humble jeſus had hitherto met with, that it could do no 
leſs than create Admiration and Wonder. The Meſſiah was a 
Man of Sorrow and acquainted with Grief, generally deſpiſed 
or lightly eſteem'd ; it muſt, therefore, be very ſtrange to them 
to find him all of a ſudden the Darling of the People, extoll d 
to the Higheſt, and all the Regard ſhewn him, they could 
have paid to their King: But this was done td fulfil the Pro- 
phetick Direction: Tell ye the Daughter of Zion, Behold thy 
King cometh unto thee mee and ſit ting upou a Galt, the Foal 
of an Ag. Our Lord was ſtill the fame, meek and humble; 
nor was it poſſible for all the Applauſes of the Croud to 
break in upon the Serenity of his Mind. But how imme- 
diately is this Scene chang'd ? And how different to this Shew 
of Affection do the fickle Multitude ſoon behave to their Sa- 
viour: The very Perſons who to Day extol him to the ut- 
moſt, hail him as their Lord and Sovereign, To- morrow al- 
moſt revile him, difowa him, and by their inceſſant Clamours 
mvolve him in all the Calamities and Miſery of a Cruci- 
Hxion. | 
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The Money Charter! «caſt out of ;be Temple 


UR Lord being willing to make the moſt of the 


Aff ction of the Populace ; upon his coming on 
the Morrow after his triumph, to Feruſalem, he 
goes into the Temple, and purges it from an 
Abuſe which the Covetouſneſs of the Prieſts, and 
the * of the Times had long ſubjected it too. In 
the Outer- Court there conſtantly ply'd thoſe that ſold Cattle, 
e proper for Sacrifice; ſo that whoever came up to 
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worſhip had no Occaſion to bring any Thing but Money with 
them, 'and they might be immediately ſupply'd with Birds or 
Beaſts, or have their Money changed, when they wereto pay Mo- 
ney, into the Pieces they were to pay ĩt in: And if this Barter had 
beencarried on in any other Place but God's Houſe, it might have 
met with Chriſt's Approbation, inſtead of being condemned 
by him, as unjuſtifiable and wicked. The People in general 
appeared now too much on the Behalf of whatever the bleſ- 
T Jeſus did or faid, for thoſe immediately concerned in this 
Prophanation of the Temple to offer any Reſiſtance ; and we 
may even ſuppoſe Chriſt effecting this Reformation by his 
Intereſt in the Populace, without allowing, as ſome do, that 
he was now put to the Expence of a Miracle, and obliged to 
exert a ſupernatural, an Almighty Power to procure it, No 
goubt his Preſence ſtruck an Awe that commanded a diſtin- 
oviſhed Regard; but the Conviction his Words carried to the 
Conſciences of theſe Sinners, which was leſs to be withſtood b 

them, ſeems to have been a principal Motive to their — 
Our Lord appeals tothem, if it was not written, That God's Houſe 
{ould be called of all Nations the Houſe of Prayer; and they 
could not deny it. Then he brings a home Charge upon 
them for polluting it, and making it a Den of Thieves ; and 
by their Silence their Guilt ſtands confeſſed : Upon this Chriſt 
exerts the Authority of Lord of the Sanctuary, when there 
was great Occaſion for him to do ſo; and he caſt out ot his 
Houſe thoſe that ſold and bought there, overthrew their Stands, 
and the Tables of the Money-Changers; and to preſerve the 
Regard which ought to be paid to the Place, ſet a-part for 
divine Worſhip,,- and ſo ſolemnly devoted to the Service of 
the great God, he would not ſo much as ſuffer the People 
to carry any Veſſel through the Temple. How accept- 
able ſoever this Conduct might be to the People, who 
could not but be pleaſed to ſee Chriſt ſhew ſo much Reſpect 
to the Temple. which they always had ia the higheſt Vene- 
tation; yet it muſt be very diſtaſteful to the Mercenaries who 
were expeled; However they find Oppoſition to be in vain 

and they now retire without any Reply: But tho their Tonęues 
are ſilent, their Looks declare the Enmity of their Hearts; and 


hat Return. Chrift was to have expected, had he been in 
heir Power. | 
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Jupas betraying Chriſt with a Rif. Iten 
5 R Lord being as yet ſecure from theAttempt: but 
| 


| br == 2} of his fecret or avow'd Enemies, continues oper 
| V ly to preach and inſiruct the People in the Thing 
| that belonged to their preſent and their etern! 


Peace; preſſing them to Morality, Virtue, aud 
Piety, wherever he came; and being now near the finiſhing 
of his Miniſtry on Earth, he is more open in Diſcoveries c. 
his approaching Sufferings, and Death; with the Deſolatic:s 
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which ſhould come upon the unbelieving Fews ; and the Per- 
ſecution that ſhauld attend his own Church and Children: 
To the laſt he gives Directions for regulating their Conduct 
in Times of Calamity, and puts them upon watching and 
praying, that they may eſcape, not only the threaten'd De- 
ſtrüction, but in every. Day of Viſitation : But before either 
Friend or Foe meet their Fate, the Redeemer himſelf is to 
drink deep of thꝰ bitter Cup, and the Wrath of God is to be 
poured out upon himſelf. This Holy Lamb is moſt pure and 
ipotleſs, free from all Defilement ; but he has on him an im- 
menſe Load ot imputed Guilt; and Juſtice makes now its 
Demands upon him: The injur'd Honour of the divine Ma- 
jeſty looks alone to Chriſt for Reparation; and *tis Chriſt 
alone who can make it. He is ready to fulfil his Part of 
that Covenant made with the Fatner before all Worlds, and 
lys down his Life for the Salvation of fallen Man; and by 
God's Permiſſion one of that ſiaful Race he came to fave, in 
Conjunction with the Powers of Darkneſs, betray him into 
the Hands of his inveterate implacable Adverſaries ; from whoſe 
Malice twas improbable there ſhould be any Deliverance, but 
what Death and the Grave afforded : But his falſe Diſciple 
Tudas, is equal to it all; nothing is too infamous for him to 
engage in, or too cruel, but his Covetouſneſs would force Com- 
plyance with. He does the baſeſt Action in the baſeſt Way; and 
with the Salutation ſeemingly of a Friend conveys the Wounds of 
an Enemy. He Kiſſes his Maſter's Lips, and ſtrikes him to the 
Heart. Our I ord being thus berray'd into the Hands of the 
Officers and Mobb that came to ſeize him, rouſed his ſleeping 
Diſciples; and Peter, notwithſtanding the unhappy Failure he 
made afterwards, appears now determin'd to keep his Word, 
and rather dye with Chriſt than deny him ; he does not ſeem 
aarm'd at the unequal - Numbers, but. bravely draws his 
Sword in Defence of his injured Maſter : He ſtruck Malchus, 
a Scrvant of the High-Prieft, and cut off his Ear with his 
Sword; and, in all Probability, would have made a further At- 
. tempt to reſcue his dear Lord, now in the utmoſt Danger, 


mpt! but that he immediately received his Commands to put up his 
open. Sword and deſiſt. os: + 
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CurrsT brought before the High-Prieſt, 
| and ſtruck by Malchus, 
WE H E Conduct of Peter, when Chriſt was appre- 
SS hended, and of Malchus afterwards, lead us into 
Conſiderations very different: What Peter did, 
might be pleaded in Excuſe of his After.Beha- 
viour; what Maichys receiv'd was an Apprayi- 
tion of his Treatment of Chriſt: Peter having cut off the Ear 


of this ungrateful Man, the compaſlivnate Jeſus unwilling be 


ſhould ſuffer upon his Account, immediately touch'd his Wound 
and 


and heal'd him; and the Return the harden'd Wretch makes 
for this Diſplay of Chriſt's Power and Mercy on his Behalf, is to 
frike him in the Face for anſwering the High- Prieſt, when ar- 
raign'd, in a Manner, he fancied, was not acceptable to him; ſo 
that to procure the Favour ot an unjuſt Judge, he vilely offers 
an Injury, where he ow'd the greateſt Obligation. The bleſſed 
Jeſus being in their Power, they hurry him away to the Palace 
of the High-Prieſt, who with the reſt of the Sanhedrim, were 
waiting and wiſhing for his Arrival: Jeſus being come, they 
immediately {et in Judgment, and bring him to Examination; 
they make thort Work of it, they were beforehand determin'd, 
and abſolutely reſolv'd at all Events to put him to Death; fo 
that when nothing elſe would do, to make the Matter appear 
with ſome Shew of Juſtice, the High-Prieſt as ks him, Me- 
ther he was the Chriſt, the Son of > Bleſſed; in Return to 
which our Lord ſays, I am, and ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man 
ſuting on the Right Hand of Power, and coming in the Clouds 
of Heaven, This was enough for them; the High-Prieſt, tho? 
in manifeſt Violation of the Law of God, which forbid it to 
bim, rent his Cloaths, charg'd him with Blaſphemy ; and in 
Compliance with him, they all agree that he is guilty, and 
deſerves to die. While theſe Things were tranſacting, to 
which Peter had been Witneſs, he is attack'd in a Way that is 
too ſtrong for him: He ſaw the Servant preſent, and in much 
Eſtee n, whoſe Ear he had cut off, and was afraid of the Con- 
lequence of being diſcover'd to have been the Man that did 
it: He ſaw how it far'd with his Maſter, who was condemn'd 
to die for declaring himſelf the Chriſt ; and he did not know 
but they might all ſuffer in like Manner who had acknowled- 
ged and preach'd him as ſuch: Thus Fears alarm him, and 
bear down all his Reſolution; frail Nature unaſſiſted by the 
Spirit of God, was unequal to the Conflict, and poor Peter 
ſacrificd Sincerity, Truth, and Reputation (and to the Mercy 
and Merit of his Redeemer, twas owing that his Soul was 
lafe) to ſecure his Perſon from preſent Suffering: His Maſter 
whom he had denied, now pitied, and undoubtedly pray'd 
for him, or he might have perſiſted in his Denial, and have pe- 
riſked for ever; he conſidered his Frame, he knew what 
Duſt the beſt of Men were, when left to themſelves: He would 


not give up the Man that had not only forſaken, but denied 


him; he had fav'd him before from ſinking, he now reco- 
vers hiin when ſunk, and by one gracious look conyeys to 
him Repentance and Renovation, | 
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The Scourging of CHRIST, 


EARS HE Fewiſh Sznhedrim having determin'd Chriſt 
aas guilty of Baſpbemy, find Means to eng ge 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, to put um 0 
& Death; which is efiected by Crucifixion: And g 
this, as well as in other Parts of the Management, 
they break in upon the Commandment ot God, which directs 
the Stoning to Death, not crucifying of Blaſphemers ; but the 
Law was now ſuch a Trifle with them, that they could 4 
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any Time diſpenſe with to ſatiate their Revenge, or gratify 

their Ambition. Pilate, who at firſt makes a Scruple of com- 

I plying withi the Requeſt of the Pricſts and People againſt 

Cbriſt, at length not only comes into the "worſt they propoſe, 

but unask' d adds à Cruelty of his on, and orders him to be 

ſcourg d before he is crucified , This indeed was the Practice 

zmong the Romans before they executed their Malefactors; 

but Pilate was under no Obligation to have inflicted it now:; 

| and tas fo much the worſe in him to increaſe by additional 

| Barbarities of his Own, the Diſtreſs of a Perſon, of whoſe In- 

nocence he was fully perſuaded; This Scourging our bleſſed 

Lord underwent was ery ſevere, being with Thongs as well 

15 Rods; and according to the Roman Uſage, chiefly on thoſe 

| tender Parts, the Breaſts; thus was our dear Redeemer emaci- 

| ated and torn by the outragious Hands of Miſcreants, and 

| ſubjected to Miſery and Scorn in private, before he became 

| expos'd to ſeverer Uſage and more ignominious Treatment in 

| Publick; and every Wound he receives from the former, muſt 

' JI bleed or ſmart afreſh by the latter. The Wickedneſs of Pi- 

| Bf /are's Conduct meets evidently the Indignation of a righteous 

God: He had done the utmoſt Violence to his Conſcience, to 

Y ingratiate himſelf with the Fews ; but afterwards they have no 

„ RRcgard es his having oblig'd them; they charge him with Male- 

4 Adminiſtration, and bytheir Intereſt with Hellius, the Preſident 

of Syria, he is ſent to Rome, where his Accufers follows him, 

= and making our their Charge, he is by Cæſar depos d, ſtripp d 

Pf all his Honours, and baniſh'd'into France, Where for ſome 

Time he livd in Infamy and Miſery ; but not being able len g 

to endure the calamitous Condition he Was reduo d co, e 
ſabb'd himſelf, and died by. his on infamous Hands, 
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The Dying Words of the Lord Feſus. 
2 aglAViNc receiv'd a ſufficient Warrant for tc 
Wy Execution of the Bleſſed Jeſus, they hurry it 
on with all imaginable Expedition, as it they 
al were afraid ſome unforeſeen Accident might 
have prevented their Glutting their Eyes with 
— his precious Blood, and the innocent Prey be 
reſcued from the Hands of its Deſtroyers. In this laſt and 
dreadful Scene of Life we ſhall find our Lord maintaining his 
Character, and behaving like himſelf, all Reſignation and 
 Meeknefs, good and gracious ; the ſame moſt merciful Sa- 
NE yiour 


4 


* 89 * 
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viour he had always manifeſted himſelf to be; and never could 
he make theſe appear more than at Death: The firſt Words 
that come from him upon the Croſs, are in Prayer to God 
for his Murderers, and thoſe that diſpitefully us him; Fa- 
ther forgive them, ſays he, for they know not what they do. 


71 


Chriſt can never interceed in vain, and: the Fathers tell us, 
that this Prayer was ſo effectual for Mercy for thoſe who de- 
ſerv'd the ſevereſt Weight of Vengeance, that no leſs than 
eight thouſand of them who were acceſſary to his Death, 
recetv'd the Benefit of it, and in about two and fifty Days 
after his Aſcenſion, embrac'd the Faith, and became Converts 
to Chriſtianity. But that our Lord might give ſome Gifts 
like a King, as he was going to take Poſſeſſion of his King - 

dom, one of the Thieves crucified with him, meets immediate 
Pardon: He begs for Mercy; is accepted, and an Aſſurance of 
Mercy granted him ; Faith and Repentance, with in- 
ward Purity, are at once given in; the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is imputed to him; every Diſpoſition of his Heart be- 
comes holy;/and of a polluted guilty Creature, thro theabound- 
ing of rich Free Grace, «he is in an Inſtant render'd pare and 
bright, fit to live with God and Chriſt, with Angels and the 
bleſſed Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, to all Eternity. Ha- 
ving Extended his Compaſſion to a dying Penitent, a living 
Saint ſnares his next Regard, The Mother of our Lord, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, the Bleſſed Virgin, ſtood weeping be- 
neath the Croſs, and was Witneſs to the ſad Sight, which, 
as a Sword, pierc d through her Soul, as had been foretold; 
when Jeſus, to engage her Attention, ſys, Woman behold th 
don, then Jooking upon St. Jahn, *preſently adds, Behold thy 
Mother. This undoubtedly produc'd the Effect deſign'd ; 
St. John adhered to the Intimation, he carried the Holy Vir- 
gin home, took care of her as long as ſhe liv'd, and always 
paid her the Regard due to the Mother of his Lord, and the 
Duty of a Son. Our bleſſed Saviour being now in the great- 
eſt F.vtrcuiicy of his Agonies, cries out, dy God, my God, 
why haſt thou for/aken me? and ſoon after he ſays, I thirſt a 
Upon which taſting of the Gall and Vinegar that were offer'd 
him in a Spunge, at the End of a Pole, he adds, 1e is fouſh'd ; 
then bowing his Head, with his lateſt Breath, he commend- 
ed his Spirit into the Hands of his heavenly Father, and giving 
up the Ghoſt, expir'd. St. Mark concludes his Goſpel, by 
confirming the Account given of our Lord's Burial and Re- 
furreRion by St. Matthew, and without any additional Cir- 
cumſtances, but what we ſhall be oblig'd ro take notice of in 
the following Evangeliſt, G 2 St. Luke. 
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HE Evangeliſt St. Lyke was bern at the famou! 


City of Antioch in Syria, a Place pleaſant for 8. 
5 tuation, and renown'd for Trade and Riches ; for 

C e Men of great Wiſdom, Politeneſe, and Learning 

S===D $t. Luke was brought up in the Univerſity of Al. 
zioch, which was then in much Reputation, and made a large 
Proficiency in all Sorts of polite Literature; particularly tc 
applied himſelf to the Study of Phy ſiek, in the Grecian 1 
| | Ing 
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being defign'd for the Practice of it. After which, going into 
Egypt, he became accompliſh'd in every valuable Acquirement 
in Repute with the Learned of his Day; he was naturally 
inclin'd to Painting, which improving by Practice, he became 
a conſiderable Artiſt in the Science. St, Luke was the conſtant 


Companion of St. Paul, being, as tis ſuppoſed, brought over 


by St. Paul to Chriſtianity, during his Reſidence at Antioch. 
This was the belov'd Phyſician, whoſe Praiſe St. Paul teſtifies, 
was in the Goſpel throughout all the Churches : He was with 


St. Paul at Feruſalem, and adher'd to him in all Times of 


At- 


fiction and Perſecutign; he was with him in his dangerous 
Voyage to Rome; and when at Rome, was his faithful con- 
ſtant Miniſter in the Affairs of the Church. *Tis ſuppos'd St. 
Luke wrote his Goſpel while in Achaia with St. Paul, who 
tis believ d did not a little contribute to the Compoſition, 
though we are aſſur d by St. Luke himſelf, that he had his 
chief Intelligence from thoſe, who from the Beginning of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, had been Eye Witneſſes and Miniſters of the 
Word. *Tis not to be determin'd with Certainty, when or 
how this holy Man quitted Mortality, and enter'd upon his 
Reward, and another Life. Several of the Fathers affirm his 
dying a Martyr in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; but the moſt particu- 
lar Account we have of his End, is from Nicephorus, Who 
tells us, that he preach'd in Greece with wonderful Succeſs, 
and that a great Number of Converts to Chriſtianity, were 
there baptiz'd by him; which ſo enrag'd the barbarous Infi- 
dels, that a Multitude of them getting together, ſeiʒ d him, 
and hurried him to Execution as foon as ever they had got him 
in their Hands. They would have crucified him, but want- 


ing a Croſs, they hang'd him upon an Olive-Tree, in the 


EightiethYear of his Age. His Body was afterwards, by Order 


of Conſtantine the Great, remov'd to Conſtantinople, then the 


chief Seat of the Roman Empire, and now lies buried in 
great Church there, built to the Memory of the Apot 1's. 
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The Salutation. 
LUKE having given us many Particulars rela- 
ting to the Conception and Birth of Chrift, and 
of his Forerunner Faka the Baptiſt, not mention- 
ed by the other Evangeliſts, we deterr'd the Re- 
lation of them till we came to enter upon his 


Goſpel. This he addreſsd to Theophilus, ſuppos'd to be 2 Ro- 
| yo of Diſtinction, whom St. Luke had — ſo happy as to 
ting over to Chriſtianity, According to this Exangeliſt, in 
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the Days of Herod the Great, King of Fud:a, Zacharias, a 
prieſt of the Courſe of Abia, being, according to his Turn, 
burning Incenſe in the Temple, an Angel appear'd to him on 
the right Side of the Altar of Incenſe, and reveal'd to him, 
that his Wife Elizabeth, who was ofꝰthe Daughters of Aaron, 
ſnould bear a Son; and then directed him to call his Name 
John. The Angel having made this Diſcovery, goes further, 
and acquaints him what Sort of a Perſon Fohn would prove, 
what extraordinary Commiſſion he would be charged with, 
and what great Events would attend the Execution of it: He 
aſſur d him he would be great in the Sight of the Lord; 
that many of the Children of 1/-ael he would turn to their God; 
and by coming before the ever- bleſſed Meſſiah in the Spirit 
and Power of Elias, he'd prepare a People to receive their ex- 
pected Lord. Zacharias heard theſe glad Tidings with Fear 
and Trembling ; he heard, but did not at firſt believe them ; 
his own and his Wife's great Age were Obſtacles his Faith 
could not readily ſurmount; he too much conſidered the De- 
cays of Nature, to render a proper Glory to the great God of 
Nature. He queſtions the Veracity of , the heavenly Meſſen- 
ger; and by his doubting, declares the little Notion he had, 
that his Words ſhould prove true: His Diffidence meets im- 
mediate Puniſhment; he is inſtantly ſtruck dumb, and conti- 
nues ſo till the Son promis'd him by the Angel was born. About 
fix Months after Elizabeth proved with Child, the Angel Ga- 


briel is ſent with a ſecond Meſſage, of much greater Impor-. 


tance, to the Virgin Mary, of Nazareth in Galiles, eſpouſed 
to Fojeph of the-Houſe of David: Entering he falutes her with, 
Hail, Thou that art highly favour d, the Lord is with thee ; 
Bleſſed art thou among Women. Such an unuſual Salutation 
muſt needs create a Surprize; to remove which, this glorious 
Attendant of God's Throne immediately ſubjoins, Fear not 
Mary, thou haft found Favour with God; thou ſhalt conceive, 
and bring forth a Son, which thou ſhalt name Jeſus: He ſhall 
be great, and called the Son of the higheft, and the Lord God 
ſhall ghve unto him the Throne of his Father David: He ſhall 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom 
there ſhail be no End, This happy Diſcovery the holy Virgin 
received with ſuitable Faith; but being deſirous to know 
how it was to be brought about, the Angel tells her, that 


that God, with whom nothing is impoſſible, would effect - 


it by the immediate Operation of the moſt holy Spirit. This 
is ſufficiently ſatisfactory to her; and ſhe acquieſces in the 
Determination of Heaven. Upon this their bleſſed Converſe 
ended; and the Angel return d to the bright Abode from whence 


ke Came, | 8 De 


ener 
TY 


ta 


— — 


- - 
” cw 2% 


— —— — — — 


r 
7 * — n. rr 

. . ——i ᷣ ůꝛÄ— — mr 
— — — — — - 2717 829 77777 nr 


WY 


N \ * 
\ * 0 N 


Fa, 


\ 
| 


* 
\ 


WI! | [1,688 


OO ITY 


eee 


4 | 


res 


3 


* 


ELL 
li 


. : 
UL 


7 


7 


, TH 


7 
, 


72 


"Wl 
4 


| 


| 


h 


| 


if — —— — 

1 — — — 
r 
. ˙— m — 


F 


2 . 
6.0. 0025S 
ow eTOCs 
„„ „„ 


. 


The Viſitation. 

LIZ AB ETH finding herſelf with Child, rc. 
Joices in the Diſcovery; and with Thankfulne!: 
acknowledges the Favour of God to her, wt.0 
had been pleas'd by it to take away her Reprozc! 
from among Men; Barrenneſs with the 1/-ac{:!e; 
being always look d upon as a Curſeand Cauſe of Reprozch, 


Elizabeth was for keeping her Conception conceal'd, and ſie 
hid hericlf five Months; but the Angel Gabriel had made Mary 


acquainted 
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acquainted with it ho, upon his Departure went and yu 
her a Vi Kuda very happy Meeting this prov'd ; the Inſtant 
the holy Y rei lated lis abech, who was her Kinſwoman, 

the Babe Jeap'd"i. her Womb for ſoy, and Elzabeth was fill d 
with the Holy Ghoſt. Upon this ſucceeded a moſt heavenly 

Converfation,z-the Effefts of their mutual Faith and Hope; 
their Souls magnify the Lord, their Spirits rejoice in God 

their Sasjour, and both diſcover the fulleſt Aſſurance, that 

whatever had been foretold by the Angel, ſhould be perform- 
ed to the utmoſt. The Mother of our Lord continued with 
Elixabeth three Months; and their ſpiritual Communion no 
doubt was continued, though conceal'd from us. After which: 
ſhe return d, and Elixabeth is deliver'd of the promis'd Son: 

Great Joy attends his Birth; all were glad at the Mercy 
God had ſhewn to Elizabeth, though none but the Parents 
ſeem to be joy ful upon the beſt Account: On the eighth 

Day they circumciſe the Child, and, as directed, call him 
John. Then was the Father's Tongue loos'd; and no ſooner 
loos d, but he prais d and bleſs'd his God; and being fill'd 
with the Holy Ghoſt, he diſcloſes to the Company, the Oc- 
caſion of ſo extraordinary a Birth as that of his own Son; 
and that the great God was then preparing, in Remembrance 
of his Holy Covenant, to viſit ang his Peopla h 

ſending the long expected Meſſiah, the Deſire of all NA. 
that promis d Seed, in which all the Kindreds of the Earth 
were to be bleſſed, What Impreſſion ſuch important Truths 
might make upon the Mind of thoſe that heard them, is 
ſomewhat uncertain ; they fear d, but we hear nothing of 
their Faith; they were glad this Manchild was born, but 
they ſeem to look no further; and though the Birth of Qhriſt 
is here plainly foretold by Zacharias, it gains ſo little Credit 
with them, that upon his being born, which happea'dabout 
three Months after this; we read of nò Applications to him, 
by any who were Witneſſes to theſe Diſcoveries. The Mo- 
ther of St. ohn dying a Year and an half after his Circum- 
ciſion, and his Father Zacharias being about the {ame Time 
flain, he becomes the more immediate Charge of his heaven- 
ly Father, under whoſe watchful Providence, he is ſe- 
cure amidſt the Diſtreſſes and Dangers of a Deſert; every 
Want is ſupplied, his Health and Strength confirm'd; he is 
fed, cloath'd, comforted in the Wilderneſs, and continues 


there till his Shewing unto 7/-ael, and entering upon his mi- 
niſterial FunZtion, 
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Angels appear to the $ bepherds at the 
Birth of Chriſt. 


H E happy Hour now drew on apace, and God's 
Time was almoſt fully come. when he would 
give his 1/rael their promis'd King, and Man- 
Kind a Saviour. That Bethlehem might have 
the Honour ot his Birth, as antient Prophecy had 
foretold, Auguſtus Ceſar was at this J uncture induc'd to iſſue 
a Decree, That all in Subjection to the Roman 1 
1 . houle 
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ſhould be enroll din the Place they belong to; purſuant to which 
Joſeph the eſpouſed Husband of the Virgin Mary repair d 
with his Family to Bethlehem, the City of David, becauſe 
they were of the Houſe and Lineage of David. Soon after 
their Arrival here, the ever- bleſſed Redeemer of the World 
was born; and for Want of Room in the Inn, the holy Mo- 
ther wrapp'd him in Swadling Cloaths, and laid him in a 
Manger. Thus does the Lord of Life and Glory enter upon 
his State of Humiliation in the loweſt Manner indeed: He 
appeats a helpleſs Infant, wholly deſtitute of the World's Re- 
aged, and expos'd to innumerable Inconveniences among 
beaſts : But though Earth neglects him, he is Heaven's pecu- 
lar Care; Angels prochim the vaſt Event, and celebrate his 
Nativity with Songs of Joy and Triumph: One of theſe 
is ſent to ſome Shepherds, who near Bethlehem were watch- 
ing their Flocks by Night, to let them know, that on that 
Pay was born in the City of David, their Saviour Chrilt the 
Lord. This glorious Appearance ſurprizid the Shepherds, 
and they were tore afraid; but the Angel endeavours to diſ- 
pel their Fears, and comfort tham wu ithe ood Tres 
100 


of great Joy, which the Birth of the Sag. God ſh 
produce; and iffimediately upen this, a Myſtitude ot the 
beavenly Hoſt zom them, and encompais'd Michthe Glory 
of the Lord, they ſing his. Praiſc, aſcribe Honda tothe, Moſt 
High, publiſh Peace on Earth, and the good Will of God to- 
wards Men. "The heavenly Choriſters aſcending, the Shep- 
herds go for B9Þblehexf, to exathine into the Truth of What 
had Ben told them; and g rhamanaxprediible Joy; they find 
all they had heatd te be Fäct. t and. Mary are ſtill at 
the Inn, and the Infant Mediator in the Manger: The Shep- 
herds declare what they had ſeen, and heard; ard all are ſur- 
priz d at the Relation; and being now: fully confirm'd in a 
right Apprehenſion who this Child was, whoſe Birth was 
Jin fo extraordinary a Manner rereal'd to them, they return 
56 10 their Charge, bleſſing and praiſing God for the gracious 
Diſcoveries he had made them, and the Favour they were 
diſtinguiſn'd by, who were of the firſt that witaetled to the 
1; Ilamb of God's being born, and made known to the World, 
that the Great Emanuel, the glorious Head of God's Church, 
was come in the Fleſh, | N 
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The Circumciſion. 
HE bleſſed Meſſiah, who came to fulfil tht 
Law, is now to ſubmit to a painful Part of it; 


o A cumcis'd on the cighth Day, and calld Jeſvs 
being ſo nam'd by the Angel befor be. wi 

eiv'd 3 /++b in this, 25 in other Cale. 
onceiv'd in the Wemb. Joſeph in this, 3 : 
"Qs as the natural Father of the bleſſed Jeſus, and the rea 


COU! 


and in Compliance with the Command, is ch 
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could not be the firſt, and highly probable he never was the 
aſt ; and though tis ſaid, 7ceph knw. her not till ſhe had 
brought forth her firff-bor Son, yet this ſeems to be no Bar 
to the Probability of che former Conclultons, the Word [ill] 
being in. Scripture often uſed in the ſame Senſe, we would 
take it in here : particujarly in Samuel, where tis faid, that 
Samuel ſaw Saul no more. until che Day of his Death; which 
| is univerſally allow*d o mean, that he never ſa him more. 
Our Lord's being call's the , corn of Mary, is ſtill leſs an 
Argument for her conjuga iLag.gements; the Term firft- born 
being very ambiguous, and ic:dom uſed in holy Writ, but to 
* Bl denote the Excellency, or the low Condition of thoſe to 
. whom tis aſcrib'd; thus God aſſures Solomon, that he'll make 
bim the frſt. born of the Kings of the Earth; ſo on the con- 
| trary, as the Fews themſelves acknowledge, by the firt- born 
F the Dead, they always underſtood Perions expos'd to the 
Severities of a cruel Death. ” theſe Explanations, 'which 
cannot but appcar allowable and juſt, we may reduce ſuc 
Readings to their proper Signification; and the firſt-born Son 
of Mary will then be found to mean only the moſt excellent, 
or moſt illuſtrious Son of Mary: And this will lead us into 
the natural, and genuine Senſe of ſeveral other Paſſages, 
relating to Chriſt ; as where he is call'a the firſt- born of many 
Brethren, the firſt- born of God, and the like, which have given 
Riſe to innumerable Diſputes, and, for want of aright Under- 
ſtanding them, have been applied to the Diſadvantage of our 
Lord's Divinity. The Suppoſition that Fames, Foſes, Si- 
won, and Jude, were the Brethren of the bleſſed Jeſus, has 
been long exploded, it being moſt evident, from profane, as 
well as ſacred Hiſtory, that they were only his firſt Couſins, 
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obliged to ſubmit to: Her Son, who was Purity itſelf, cou 
not poſſibly occaſion any Deñlement; and it was for man 
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The Purification. 

O the Circumciſion of the bleſſed Son, ſucceeds 
the Purification of the Virgin Mother; both 
theſe were comply'd with, only to conform to 
the Levitical Inſtitution, which was not then abo- 
liched. The holy Virgin ſtood in no need 0 
thoſs legal Purifyings which Women after Child-bearing weiße 


Age 


_ * 


Spirit; and being filled with Wiſdom, diſcover'd indiſputable 
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Ages the received Opinion of the Church, that as there could 
be no Sin in the Conception, ſo the bleſſed Virgin had no 
Pain at Delivery; and that to her alone that Part of the Curſe 
pronounced on Woman did not extend. At the Expiration of 
the Days of Purification, which were forty, the bleſſed Vir- 
Fn repairs to Feruſalem, there to make her Offering accor- 

ing to the Law, and preſent, as that directed, her holy Off- 
ſpring to the Lord. Being in the Temple, the Holy Ghoſt, by 
the Mouths of Simon and Auna, both juſt and devout Per- 
ſons who waited for the Conſolation of T/rael, teſtify'd afreſh, 
this Child's being the promiſed Meſſiah, the Anointed of the 
Lord; that Saviour which God had prepar'd to be a Light to 
lighten the Gentile World, and the Glory of his People 1/ael. 
They join in Thank fulneſs and Praiſes to God, that they had 
been bleſſed with a Sight of this holy Lamb; and in full Aſ- 
ſurance, that the Salvation promis'd was then given, they 
ſpeak of him as ſuch, to ail who looked for Redemption in 
Feruſalem, Every Thing relating to the Purification of the 
Virgin Mother; and to the Preſcutation of her bleſſed Son ta, 
God, being perform'd, according to the Law, they leave Fe- 
ruſalem for Nazareth in Galiee; where they continue to 
avoid King Herod's Deſign of deſtroy ing their Infant, till the 
Holy Family remove into Egypt; from whence in about ſe. 
ven Years, they came back again to Nazareth ; where they 
reſide in Peace; and the bleſſed Jeſus grew, waxed ſtrong in 


Indications of the Holy Ghoſt being in him, even from the 
Womb, | 
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Chriſt diſputing among the Doctors. I $a 

7 nk Holy Family being once more ſettled at Na- WI 


zareth, and that cruel Deſtroyer Herod being dead. 
and no Uneaſineſs offer d them by his Son and 
Succeſſor Archelaus, they live in Peace; and to 
pay a punctual Obedience to the Commands of the 
ceremonial Law, they went once every Yer to Feruſalem 
to worſhip, and to preſent themſelves with great Solemnity 


before God in the Temple, as he had appointed; The 2 
celui 
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Jeſus being about twelve Years old, goes with his Parents, 
as he had done ſeveral Years before, to Feruſalem ; who, - 
after the Days of their uſual Actendance were accompliſhed, 
ſet out on a Return for their own City, with a great Num- 
ber of their Neighbours. So extraordinary a Child being un- 
doubtedly the Darling, if not of all that knew him, at leaſt 
of his Relations, the Holy Mother, and his reputed Father 
did not at firſt imagine but that their Son was taken Care of 
by ſome or other of them; and certainly in the Company 
now poing home 3 but upon Enquiry they found themſelves 
miſtaken ; and having ſought him among the Croud without 
Succeſs, they return to Feruſalem. His Parents ſeem under 
no little Concern, and not finding him immediately, heightens 
their Conſternation: In this Streight they take the moſt proba- 
ble Method to come out of it; and going into the Temple, 
the likelieſt Place to meet with him, their ill-grounded 
Fears are at once removed, and to their great Surprize and 


WW they ſee him amidſt the Doctors, hearing and asking them 


Queſtions. If his Father and Mother are amaz'd, ſo were 
all who were Witneſſes to his Converſation with thoſe an- 
tient learned Fathers, among whom he ſtood : His Under- 
ſtanding and Anſwers, ſo much beyond his Appearance and 
Ape, quite aſtoniſhed them ; his Words, even then, carried 
a Weight with them, beyond what the Wiſdom of the Scribes 
and Phariſees could convey ; and, though none in the Aſſem- 
bly might have right Apprehenſions of him but his Parents, 
yet all wondered at the excellent Things he ſaid. The holy 
Mother having with Pleaſure attended to theſe for ſome 
Time, diſcovers to him how uneaſy herſelf and his Father 
had been upon miſſing him: To which the bleſſed Jeſus 
gives for Anſwer, How is it that ye ſought me? Wiſt you nos 
that-I muſt be about my Father's Buſmeſs 7 Intimating, as it even 
they had not altogether right Apprehenſions concerning him; 
and they were wrong to be under ſo great Anxiety, for his 
Safety; Who 'twas impoſſible ſhould be otherwiſe than ſecure 
wherever or howſcever he was engaged. 
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CuRISsT raiſes the Widows Son. 
RAIN the Temple and Feru/alem, the ble 
ſed Jeſus returns with his now joyful Parent: 
| to Nazarerh, where he lived in Subjcction te 
— them, till thicry Years of Age, the Time deter- 
wind for his entering upon his publick Mini'ry 
During the Life of Fo/eph he was his Aſſiſtant in his Trade 
ot Carpenter; and after his Death, which happen'd (om. 
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in the Buſineſs, which he carried on by himſelf for his owny 
and his Mother's Support ; and was from thence, no longer 
called the Carpenter's Son, but the Carpenter. Our bleſſed 
Lord being full thirty Years of Age, quitted his 'Trade for 
Buſineſs of much greater, of the hiohef Importance : Heleft 
the little Concerns of this Life, to reveal thoſe of the Life to 
come, and preach the glad Tydings of Salvation to loft Man- 
kind through a Redeemer. But before Chriſt appeared, in the 
Spirit and Power of Elias came Fohn the Baptiſt, as has been 
ſaid, from the Wilderneſs, to which he had been driven in his 
Infancy by the Barbarity of Herod, his Mother flying with 
him thither to preſerve her Son from his Rage, and the 
like DeſtruQion the Children at Bethlehem periſh'd by: But 
though the Son eſcaped, the Father fell; and the diſappointed 
Tyrant wreak'd his Rage upon Zacharias by having him 
ſlain, while diſcharging the Duties of his prieſtly Office, be- 
twyeen the Altar and the Temple. This happening before the 
Baptiſt was two Years old, he became, deſtitute of earth- 
ly N ee ? e N of Providence, 1 lid be 
o effegEtual an hi Behalf, that he was properly ſupply'd 

God, afid liy d ſcaure i the Wilderneſs for eight and {tt 
Years After wass That we may mention none of the In- 
cidents We hape alrgady given an Account of, we omit the 
Ne e St Lufee, and paſs to our Lord's mira- 
culous Reſtoring tò Life, the dead Son of a Widow at Nain : 
The Corps was on its Way to the Grave, when the bleſſed 
Jeſus Eat zg the Gates of the City. The poor Widow was 
in great Diſtfels The Hope of her Family was gone ; and 
ſhe Was following with much Eamentation, and weeping her 
only Son to the Duſt. Her Cafe meets the Commiſeration ofa 
compaſſionate Jeſus : He dirscts thoſe who bore the breath- 
leſs Body to ſtand ſtill; and with a Word commands it into 
Life. The Vouth im mediatel ſits up: the Spectators are fil- 
led with the utmoſt Aſtoniſhment, and they glorify'd God for 
the great Work they had ſeen performed, and for the greater 
Prophet that was riſen among them. 
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The Converſion of Mary Magdalen. 
HA cur Lord might have a more proper Occa- 
ion to declare who he was, than he had had before, 
1 2 the Baptiſt, when in Priſon, ſent two of 
his Diſciples to him, who came as he was 
(oat Fee teaching the People, and healing of the Diſcaſcd 


ir Galilee. and in the Name of their Maſter, deſir d to know 


whether te was the promis'd Meſſiah, or whether they were 
to look for another, In return to which the bleſſed Jeſus 5 
5 5 : ö deyera 
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ſeveral, before them, of their Infirmities and Plagues, diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed others of evil Spirits, and to many that were blind, he 
gave Sight; and then bid them go, and tell ohn what they had 
ſeen age! heard; tell him that the blind ſaw, that the Lame 
walked, that Lepers were cleanſed, that the Deaf heard, that 
the Dead were raiſed, and that to the Poor the Goſpel was 
preach'd ; intimating, that.theſe wereproper Evidences of his 
Divinity and Miſſion, and Proofs more convincing of his be- 
ing the promiſed Meſſiah, than any Words could- furniſh. 
They depart fully ſatisfied, that this was the Saviour of I/ 
ratl who was to come; and the ſame Teſtimonies might 
undoubtedly have produced the ſame Effects upon many 
that were alike Witneſſes to them, had they not been deter- 
min'& to reject the Counſel of God againſt themſclves, and a 
proferr'd Saviour at all Events. The two Diſciples being 
gone, Chriſt takes that Opportunity to declare, that there 
never was born a greater Prophet than John the Baptiſt. Our 
Lord having ended his Exhortations to the People, one Simon 
a Phariſee, deſir'd he would go home, and dine with him; 
Chriſt conſents, and being at Table, a poor convicted Sinner, 
loaded with Crimes, and greatly diſtreſſed with a Senſe of 
guilt, all in Tears, enters the Room, and filling down at 
his Feet, behind him, kiſſed and anointed them with pre- 
cious Ointment; and bedewing them with Tears, ſhe wiped 
them with the Hair of her Head. This was one Mary Mag- 
dalen born in Bethany, being the Widow of a Perſon of 
Diſtinction of the Town and Caſtle of Magdal, from thence 
ſhe had her Name; and being leftin very proſperous Circum- 
ſtances, and having Yotith and Beauty on her Side, ſhe had 
too much indulg'd her deprav'd Inclinations, and liv'd an in- 
temperate, a wicked Life: Theſe were the Source of her 
Sorrow 3 her Heart was too full to ſpeak, but her Tears and 
Sighs do it effectually: Theſe convey a Language moſt pre- 
valent with a {compaſſionate Redeemer; he pives her the 


: Comfort ſhe came for, and ſends her away pardoned, and in 
aca; Feace. : | 1 — 5L IM 


fore, 

o of | | 

Was 1 | | 

eaſed — — 
now 135 | Cunler 
were | 1 
ured 

veral, 


— . 


— 
—— IC 
2 75 — = g— _— —— 
* / 4 1 * * — —_— 
= 1 A, — 
. 2 W 1, \ o 8 
<q — - Þy ” * 
— | * 
- — 
i ” 
- | . $ }*D) — 
i — — bs > PE - 
wt „ , 
4 . vn 
144 +491 69094 * k 
7 „ *. 
7 - 
a : \ 3 EE. — 4 * 
f * Sc — : 5 
- _— 
P _ N - - 
- 
* — 


De Sacred His 


N 


„16% 


i 


a 0 "uy 
160 
* 


4 
j: 


* N ” EP 
$ i. 
97 AL Ni 

WI 


. 
—— 


T 
n 


n., 


N 


1e 


! 
—— 2 


„pm un. 


"PRO « 
- "22+ v$»* 
CEE * 


fM 42 
- = 
N 


— — 
* 


* - 2 
4 a nd 


each. 


. ——— et 
— — — 


— 


F 


Cnkler ſends his Diſciples to 
A Lawyer tempts Chriſt. 


ART Magdalen's Behaviour, and the Conduct 
of Chriſt, raiſes very unbecoming Thoughts in 
the prejudic'd Mind of the ignorant Phariſce; 
and he very inhoſpitably ſuggeſts, becauſe Chrill 
does not immediately reprove this Sinner, whom 
-»weith à true Phariſaical Superciliouſneſs, he himſelf held in 
much Abhorrence and Contempt, that his Gueſt was not the 
holy or the extraordinary Perſon he had taken him for ; _ 


=s.. 


of the BIB L E. 57 
he reſt ot the Company are of the ſanh#Opiaion ; But before he 


bad Time to ſpeak his Thoughts, Chrift begins with him, 
and lets him know he was not only 91 ble, hut highly 


iſt 
ts him know ry be 
zpprov'd- of all that had paſs'd; and that he look d upon that 
oman's Treatment of him, not only to. be an Evidence of 
her Faith, but a much greater Teſtimpny of her Veneration 
ind Love for him, than any his Inviter had ew. Thus in 
ompaſſion to the Weakneſs and Prejudices of this Phariſee, 
zoes the merciful Jeſus remove. what mightiotheryiſe have 
proy d an invincible Obſtatle to his believing ig him as the 
Meſſiah, : How natural is it for the Sick to Ypply to a Phy- 
can? and to whom ſhould a wretched Sinnen go, put to 
him, through whom alone is Salvation? Where could this 
umble Soul have found Relief, had Chriſt deny d itf gnd 
how much more acceptable may we ſuppoſe the Incenſe of 
er broken and contri te Heart was to him, than all the De- 
icacies the cenſorious Phariſee could ſet before hit Our 
Lord continning to heal the Sick, gs well as inſtruct the Feo- 
ple, there is not One upon Record who came to hit in Piſ- 
trels, that went without Relief. Having ſelected rm his 
ollo wers ſeventy two; he ſent them n by tvyo and łwyo, 
to preach the Goſpel, and heal the Sick in all Places Where 
e bimſelf intended to go. Being every Way fitted for 2 
ecution of their Com miſſion, they ſet forward; the Power of 
the Lord is preſent, with them to heal, and the Work of the 
Lord,profpers._iri their Hands; they are triumphant over the 
great Enemy of Souls; he is vanquiſh'd, and falls before them. 
Having complied with their Lord's Commands, they return 
td hien with Joy, ang Me. recgix d with Affection: But en- 
tting upon ſome Inſtructions pfoper for them, in the extra- 
ordinary Elevation their Minds were in, by the Succeſs they 
had met with, he is interrupted by a Lawyer, who with a 
Deſign to enſnare him, deſires to know of him What he muſt 
do to inherit eternal Life; Chriſt recommends to him 
the Loving of God and his Neighbour, as what ſhould be the 
principal Motives to engage him in the Practice of all ſocial 
duct Virtues and religious Duties. Being di ſappointed here, he 
ts ing goes further, and defires to know who he is to underſtand 
{ce by his Neighbour. This our Lord extends in ſo ample a Man- 
brit ner, by the Parable of a mercitul Samaritan, who reliev'd a 
10M poor Man that was robb'd and wounded, when none elſe 
d ing that fave him would ſhew him any Compaſſion, that tis evi- 
t the gent he pleads for univerſal Benevolence, and that ever 
and Man ſhould be look d upon as a Neighbour, eſpecially thoſe 
the ho in Diſtreſs deſerve Relief. Martha 


irn r „ 


The Sacred Hrsvoxr 


Ju 
—_ BY T5 
, - \ : i. 
3 Am 1 — 
Uh | 22 : 3 NI | = = 
| * = . 7 — 
'4 = : 2 18 
. : on 455%, ee _ 
$ + Bd "2:7: 250 
ava EE 
e. 2 Sik 
14 D — h l 
Wl th 155 


4 . 
= | 
+ M4. jt)" =. 1. 
| . 1 3 xXx 
MS . PX 
1 * 
8 9 by 
N a 
ond 
TY 5 R 


"A tu 
1 li "4 $11 


. i gu! ne 


U 
; 1 TY*T , 7 
ah, 0 

Within; 


7 
"0144! 


o = 
=_ 


— & « N 
. 


120 
2 


\ £5 —\_ + 
C4. 2 i 
9 * . 


wy 


4 


— 


oF =o N . wat - 
n 


n 
U —-— . oo at * 
. : - — a% s - wi 
< = . 2 


o 
8 
32 


* „ 
5 
3 


re 1 . R 
29 Set IEC wr 2 x | 
Martha aud Mary entertain CHRIsr. 
HE Anſwers of our Lord, the Lawyer acquie+ 
Sag and without venturing upon any more 
Queſtions goes his Way. Whether he follow'd the 
Direction Chriſt kindly gave him, of imitating 
the Practice of the compaſſionate Samaritai, 
we know nothing of: He had better never have known tic 
Command, than not complied with ir, After this Conver- 
lation, the bleſſed Jeſus became the Gueſt of Mary 2 
N | Martha, 
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Martha, two Siſters, who dwelt at Bethany. Theſe have 
the higheſt Eſteem for, and receive him with the greateſt 
Sincerity and Friendſhip. Their Home was our Lord's pre- 
ſent Retreat, and from the Multitude, the malicious 
Prieſts and Elders at Feruſalem, who were inceſſant in their 
Endeavours, not only to moleſt, but to entrap and deſtroy 
him. In this Retreat, the bleſſed Jeſus ſtill purſues the great 
Work he came to accompliſh: He has always the Good of 
Souls in View, and is for embracing my Opportunity that 
may contribute to it: Entring upon Diſcourſes ſuitable to 
theſe Views, Mary is attentive to them ; ſhe is enamour'd 
with his: heavenly Converſe, and gives over all Thoughts of 
her Family Affairs, that ſhe may have no Interruption to her 
Attendance upon it: She not only hears his Words, but by 
the Teſtimony Chriſt gives on her Behalf, ſhe mix'd Faith 
-with Hearing ; ſhe believ'd in his Perſon, and embrac'd his 
Doctrine. Martha was at that Juncture otherwiſe engap'd ; 
her Love for her Lord woas perhaps as great as her Siſter's, 
tho? it at preſent took a different Turn; ſhe was kindly pro- 
viding for his Suſtenance and Accommodation; which had 
been well done, if well tim'd : Had ſhe deferr'd it till Chriſt 
had finiſh'd his Lectures, tis probable her Care had neither 
met with, or needed a Reproof; but being too anxiouſly 
concerned in ſetting in Order the Bread that periſhes, when 
Chriſt was making a Tender of that which endures to eter- 
nal Life, ſhe meets with a gentle Reprehenſion; and upon 
deſiring that Martha, who was ſetting at his Feet, and hearing 
his Words, might have his Command to come and help 
her, Chrift ſays to her, Martha, Martha, thou art troubled 
about many Thing ; but one Thing is needful, and that is, the 
rod Part which Mary has choſen, which ſhall not be taken 
rom her. But if we may be allow'd to reſcue Mary's Cha- 
. | after from common Prejudice, the Words ſeem chiefly to 
Fefer to the Choice Mary had then made of hearing Chriſt 
Preach, it being very plain by Martha's Converſation with 
. Wim afterwards, that ſhe. had alſo an Intereſt in that better 
uies Part, which would be her everlaſting Portion in an endleſs 
nore Life, | 
] the 
ating 
ritan, ! | x 
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nver- 
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leaving Martha's Houſe, return'd ti, 
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ing Impieties and Vices of thoſe corrupted Times with a be- 
coming Fervour and divine Zeal for the Honour of the great 
God and yet with ſo compaſſionate a Regard for thoſe who 
were guilty, that at the ſame Inſtant he diſcover'd the utmoſt 
Abhorrence and Deteſtation of their Crimes, he diſclos'd 
the ſtrongeſt Deſire to bring them to Repentance and Re- 
formation. He was unwearied in his Application to them; 
he laid open the Way, and offer'd them the Means of Life ; 
but their unhappy Caſe was, they would not come unto 
him that they might live ; their Underſtandings being dar- 


ken d, their Judgments corrupted, and their Hearts harden's, 


they became Proof againſt Conviction; they rejected all 
Chriſt's Offers, and turn'd his Doctrine to Ridicule, tho' their 
Conſciences could not but condemn them, and witneſs to 
its Purity and Perfection. Our Lord being come again to 

ernſalem, is a ſecond Time the Gueſt of a Phariſee, who, 


for any Thing that appears to the contrary, might treat him 


with Sincerity and Affection; but tis evident, ſeveral preſent 


id not: A Man that had a Dropſy, in hopes, perhaps, of 
2 from the healing Hand of Chriſt, preſs d in to ſee him 


nate Regard: Chriſt did not put the Dilcas'd to even the Ex- 
pence of petitioning; be prevented him with the Bleſſings 


of his Goodneſs ; and before he ask d, gave what he came to 
ask; healed him, and let him go. The Phariſees, the molt 


of which were, at beſt, mere Legaliſts, paid fo unlimited a 
Regard to the Letter of the Law, that they look'd upon this 
Action, being done upon a Sabbath, to be a Profanation of 
the Day; and tho'they were not able to ſupport the Aſſertion, 
they had long inſiſted upon it, that as there were fix other 
other Days in the Week, the Diſeas'd ought to come and be 


cur d on them, and not on the Sabbath Day. Strange! they 


could allow, that if an Ox or an Aſs fell into a Pit, either might 
be immediately reliev d, and pull'd out on the Sabbath Day; that 
Man might have Compaſſion on a Beaſt, and yet deny, that a 
moſt gracious God ſhould be pleas d at Mercy ſhew'd to the bu- 
man Nature, to Creatures the moſt excellent of the Gea- 
tion, and moſt reſembling himſelf. After having thus mira- 
culouſly reſtor'd the dropſical Man, the bleſſed Jeſus proceeds 
to Preaching ; and, in | 45 Parables, he recommends Hu- 


mility, and preſſes to Charity, and a compaſſionate Regard 
for the neceſſitous Poor: Directions worthy a meek and 


merciful Jeſus, and ſuch, as thoſe who are moſt conform'd 
to his Nature, will be the moſt punctual in complying with. 
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The PRODIGAL SON. 
UR Lord having, in a well-adapted Parable, been 
RAW declaring the abſolute Neceſſity incumbent on 
oY 0 Ie thoſe, to cloſe with the gracious Invitation of 
bis Goſpel, leaſt, upon Refuſal, they ſhould be 
— for ever rejected, he proceeds to illuſtrate, by 
the Caſe of a returning Prodigal, how acceptable a repent- 
ing reform d Sinner is to a gracious compaſſionate God. In 
the Inſtance here referr d to We have a diſſolute vw 

| | Pay 


of the BIBLE. 97 


play'd in all his Folly and Wickedneſs ; weary of Submiſſion 
to an indulgent Parent, and uneaſy at the Reſtrictions 
of Religion and Virtue, he was reſolv'd to exchange theſe 


plain Paths of Peace for the intricate Ways of Vice. His Fa- 


ther, too complying, gave into his Propoſal, and at his Re- 
uy deliver'd to him the Fortune that came to his Share, 

aving this in his Power, he left his Father's Houſe and na- 
tive Country ; he left Eaſe and Happineſs for Diſquietude 
and Miſery ; he ſet out in Fulneſs, but was ſoon reduc'd to 
Want ; he gave himſelf up to the Purſuit of falſe Pleaſures, 
and, to his Coſt, found they were ſadly deceitful and unſa- 
tisfactory. In Rioting and Drunkenneſs, Luxury and Wan- 
tonneſs, he conſum'd fis Eſtate, and by Harlots was reduc'd 
to leſs than a Piece of Bread. In this deplorable Condition 
he is deſtitute of Friends; and thoſe who had ſhar'd his 
Subſtance, and reyell'd with him in Proſperity, deſert him 
when he ſtood moſt in need of Help, and leave him naked 
and forlorn. In theſe Difficulties he applies himſelf to a 
certain Man, who, engaging with him as a Servant, ſent him 
into the Field to feed Swine, and with their Food, if he 
could, he would have fed himſelf ;* for no Body had as 
yet given him any. In theſe diſtreſs'd® Circurtiſtances 
he begins to . conſider, and to come to a; right Senſe 
of himſelf and his Condition. He was preſs'd with Poverty 
and Hunger, expos'd to Shame, juſt ready to periſh, when 
he reſolv'd to return to his Father and his Duty, He ſets 
forward,-and in Safety arrives near his Father's Houſe, The 


Father ſees him at a Diſtance; he knows him, tho? in Rags, 
aud owns him in Diſtreßß: His Affections were 
mo q; he pity'd and pardon'd him before ke could ask him 
to do either; receiv'd him with open Arms, and embrac'd 


him with all the Tenderneſs of a compaſſionate forgi- 
ving Parent. His Son was, indeed, ſtrip'd bare, but he 
brought with him a Preſent more acceptable to his Father 
*han all the Wealth he carry'd out; he brought b:ck a bro- 
ken and a contrite Heart; a Mind duly affected with the 
Miſcarriages of his Life, ſufficiently humbled for every Folly 
paſt, and unalterably reſoly'd upon Reformation, and a future 
Amendment: With the utmoſt Humility he would proſ- 
trate himſelf before his Father; but he will not allow it; 
he accepts the very firſt Indications of Contrition; he kiſs'd+ 
him, cloath'd him, and further, to encourage and rews'? 
his Repentance, he put on him the beſt Robe, and*made » 
Feaſt for him agd his Friends, | 
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The Acceptable Offering, 
© HE Conduct of this Goſpel Father, hover: 
acceptable to God, is. but little count: 
* nanc'd by the Practice of our Day, the unh. 
pp Failures of Children being ſufficient wit 
Og 220 4 , F D 

RP ome Parents to abandon them, withor 
endearouring for their Welfare: Theſe give them up t 


| | 5 Want, Infamy, and Woe, the Diſt reſſes and Calamities 0 
life, without. making proper Allowances for the ! 
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adyertency of Youth, the Strength of thoſe Temptations 
which prevail'd upon their unguarded Minds, or alleviating 

their Reſentments upon their Repentance and Submiſſion. 

Thus theſe unnatural ungodly Parents, in Oppoſition to 

the divine Direction, diſcharge themſelves of their Duty to 

their Children; and, cruel ungenerous Treatment! often ſacri- 
fice thoſe, by denying that Forgiveneſs and ſeaſonable Aſſiſ- 

tance 'tyas their Duty, and in their Power to have afforded,. 
who having been reliev d, might have become uſeful Members 
of Society, and advantageous to the Intereſt of God's Church. 
That this unforgiving Temper is Man's peculiar, and inconſiſtent 
with the Diſpoſition of a merciful Jeſus, and the Behaviour 
of the great God towards his Creatures, will more appear 
by reviewing the Repreſentation above: Both great Sinners, 
but, through the abundant Govdneſs of God, both became 
molt eminent Saints. Men, for the ſake of ſecular Advan- 
tage, often allow the moſt trifling Excuſes to be a Bar to 
their forgiving one another; but nothing can prevent 
God's pardoning the vileſt Sinner upon Earth, but his 
own Obſtinacy and Impenitence, Every returning 
Sinner is a freſh Evidence of God's free Grace, and 
of the Extenſivencſs of a Mediator's Merit: Such are 
moſt acceptable to a holy God, and on their Account the 
Angelical Hoſt above rejoice. How pleaſing muſt the Sacri= 
fice theſe Penitents preſent be to a Sin-pardoning God? No- 
thing could be more ſo from them than broken and con- 
trite Hearts; Hearts wounded for their Iniquities, plerc'd' 
through with the greateſt Sorrow and Remorſe for Sin; Sin 
which to them appears no moſt vile in its Nature, and moſt 
deſtructive in its Tendency ; the Practice of it is become 
deteſtable to them, and they are now odious to themſelves, 
for having formerly given in to it: To this due Contrition of 
Spirit they add ſuitable Faith in their ever- bleſſed Saviour; 
they are moſt humble before the divine Majeſty, whom they 


had diſhonour'd; but tis through the Blood of Chriſt alone 


they look for Remiſſion and Acceptance. Thus applying 
right, they are not diſappointed, but remain upon Recors, 
an Aſſurance in their different Characters, that neither the 
greateſt Failings of God's People, or the greater Guilt of 
thoſe who have long liv'd in Enmity to him, ſhall prove the 
final Condemnation of either, if by a ſincere Repentance and 
thorough Reformation, they make their Peace with God, 
and in Time accept of his profer'd Pardon. 1 
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R Lord, paſſing through Towns and Village 
3 in the Courſe of his travelling in Fadea, dil 
A 

2 


courſes of the Qualifications requiſite for theſ 
21 who would become his Diſciples; He preſſe 
the People to Alms giving, and proper Benevo 
lenc Afflicted and Diſt reſs d: He fully anſwers tl; 
Objections of the Scribes and Phariſees to his entertainin 
and converſing with Sinners; he preſſes to a Perſeverance 
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Prayer, and, at his Diſciples Defire, delivers to them that ex- 
cellent Form, by way of Preheminence, called the Lord's 
Prayer, as the beſt Pattern they could follow, who would 
acceptably addreſs the ſupreme omniſcient Being: He. con- 
demns Superſtition, 'Hypocriſy, and ſeveral other prevailing 
Vices with the Phariſees; and having declar'd againſt Cove- 
touſneſs, and too great a Concern for temporal Proſperity, 
he aſſerts Repentance as abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation 
of thoſe who have been diſtinguiſh'd and favour'd by the Re- 
velation of the Goſpel; and that without Repentance all ſuch 
ſhall inevitably periſh. The Feaſt of Tabernacles being near, 
the bleſſed Jeſus ſets out privately for Feruſalem : Paſſing 
through a ſmall Village of Samaria, he is apply'd to by ten 
leprous Men, who being oblig'd to keep at aDiftance, to 
prevent a legal Polution, ſtood off, and cry'd aloud for Help: 
They no ſooner ask, but receive: Chriſt immediately ſays, 
Go ſhew yourſelves to the Prieſts: They are for complying 
with the Command, .and in the Way met their Cure. Ten- 
were healed; only one is rightly ſenſible of the Mercy: He 
returns with Thankfulneſs to his kind Benefactor, acknow- 
5 


—_— —  — — 1 


ledges his Goodneſs, falls on his Faee at his Feet; and, with 
a loud Voice, bleſſes and gloriget Rod. This oritefyl Crea- 
ture was a Samaritan; a Man, by Nation, the Jews Abhor- 
rence, tho? acceptable to Jeſus : The Place of his Nativity 
was no Exception to his Conduct with the great Searcher 
of Hearts; his Return and Faith are approved of by Chriſt ; 
and we have here an Inſtance, among many others, that 
with the Lord there is no. Difference between Few or Gentile, 
but that he is rich to thoſe who: call upon him, and whoſe 
Hearts believe unto Righteouſneſs, Our bleſſed Lord does 
exceedingly add to the Diſguſt of the envious Phari- 
ſees, by making a poor Woman ftraight on their Sabbath 
Day, who had for eighteen Years been ſo bound together, 
that ſhe could not in any wiſe lift up herſelf, But i#.they : 
are enrag'd at an Act of ſo great Goodneſs, the Object of it 
is moſt thankful; ſhe rejoices in the Salvation, and gives 
Glory to God, 56 1 
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AY to right a Widow. who daily made Applicauſ u; 
do him for Help; concludes thence, that 
SS this ill Man did her Juſtice, to be freed fro 
weariſome Importunity, the gracious Hearer of Frayer v 
to the Glory of his great Name, and the Honour of the 
deemer, receive, and in due Time kindly anſwer the 
Deſires of hisown Children, who in Faith and with a filial 
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Loptoach and pour out their Souls before him, who are beggin 
| of forwhatis moſt agreeable tothe divine Will, and CS Sith 
de utmoſt Reſignation to the divine good Pleaſure, The 
zptious Phariſces, who were for entangling our Lord, if 
woſfible, begin now a Converſation with him about the co- 
ning of that Kingdom of God he had talk'd ſo much of, 
nd demand when it ſhould appear. This diſcover'd either 
he Blindneſs or Enmity of their Minds; they muſt be ſtupid 
ot! to know what Chriſt meant by the coming of God's 
Kingdom; and if they did knowy it muſt be with an evil De- 
jen they put the Queſtion: Be'either or both the Cauſe of 
heir Enquiry, Chriſt gives them a full Anſwer ; he lets them 
now that the Kingdom of God he has been ſpeaking of, is 
ſpiritual Kingdom, a Sovereignty in the Hearts of Men, 
ounded on the true Fear and Love of God, and ſupported 
y an encreaſing vital Principle of Holineſs in the Soul; but 
hat alſo: there would, in a few Years, bea very different Co- 
ing of God in his Kingdom, when he would make his 
nighty Power known in a Way of Juſtice, and come in 
nger and great Fury to take Vengeance on Fudab, and 
e Inhabitants of Feruſalem, for {laying his Prophets, and 
r the Blood of his own Son; who was not only inhoſpi- 
bly and cruelly us d during a moſt gracious beneficent Mi- 
iſtration; among them, but at length crucify'd by them. 
his full Reply having prevented further Enquiries for the 
reſent, our Lord puty forth a Pirable, with a View of re- 
oving the, Phariſaicdl Pride predominint.in his Time, and 
ith an Intention-undoubtedly of its being ſerviceable in ey 
ture Age. Two Men went up to the Temple to pray; 
—_ $cargpinitive, a cenſoriqus Phariſee ; a Profeſſor, but mo- 
— 1 anf uncharitable, ignorant of God and himſelf ; the 
ber a poor ſelf. convicted Sinner: Tue firſt 8 with 
Haughtineſs, an Aſſuming peculiar to ſuch ſelf-ſufficient 
people; he pleads his Merit to his Maker, tells him how 
ON Jod he finds himſelf, how righteous he is, but not one Peti- 


1'd up! 


becoming Familiarity, and as if he ſtood in no further Need 


ot his Forgiveneſs and Mercy: The laft, an honeſt humble 

7 dul, ſenſible of his Unworthineſs and Guilt, does not fo 
d fronpuch as call up his Eyes to Heaven, but ſmiting on his 
260 Fraſt, begs God to be merciful to him a Sinner. Their diffe- 
LIM t Conduct meets a different [udgment ; the one ſtands 


prov'd, the other condemn'd by our Lord; and the like Be. 
JViour will undoubtedly ever find from him the like Treat- 
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The Conwer ſios on. of TZacheus a Publican. 


E bleſſed Jeſus being come to Fericho, Za: 
YO. ' Thens, a Collector of Cuſtoms for the Romans, 
Is moſt defirons to ſee him; but being low 
of Stature. was prevented by the Crowd, tl! 
he got up into a Tree, from whence he might 
have a full View of him as he paſt, This, 


at firſt, appears to be mere Curioſity in Zacheus, though the 


* Eaects of it were very adyantageous to him; he hay ing taken 
id 
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ſo much Pains only to ſee Chriſt, is to have the Honour of 
entertaining him, and to be yet much more happily diſtin- 
guiſnd by him. Chriſt bids him come down, and tells 
him, he muſt that Day abide at his Houſe, This was joy- 
ful News to Zacheus; he immediately came down to wait 
upon his divine Gueſt: Being on the Way to his Houle, the 
Jews revile him, and reflect upon Chriſt for going with 
him: They call Zacheus a Sinner; and ſo he was; who, 
among them, was not? but he was in Company that ſoon 
could make him otherwiſe; and we quickly find the biefled 
Effects of it in his Change of Heart. Zacheus does not deny the 
Accuſations of the People; but the Charge from within is now 
much more prevalent than all their Railings from without: His 
Conſcience was awaken'd, and that could tell him undoubt- 
edly more than the worſt the World could fy againſt him: 
He ſtood in no need of additional Evidence; and from the 
Fulneſs of his inward Conviction, we find him ready to 
do the utmoſt in bis Power towards making them amends 
he had injur'd. Half of his Wealth he gave to the Poor, 
and reſolv d to make a fourfold Reſtitution to every one that 
had been wrong'd by him. This was Reparation ſufficient 
to Man, and his Repentance and Faith were equally accept- 
able to his Maker. Thus he parts with a periſhing Property 
for Treaſure of infinite Value; and Chriſt Jeſus ſeems now 
dearer to him than all the Enjoyments of Life without him. 
Zacheus acting in all this with the utmoſt Sincerity of Soul, 
is accepted by a gracious Redeemer, Who declares him in a 
State of Salvation, one of thoſe to whom the Goſpel Promiſe 
of Mercy extended; one who being rightly ſenſible of his 
loſt undone Condition by Sin, was the proper Object of a 
compaſſionate Saviour's Care, whole great Errand into this 
World was to ſeek out and fave ſuch returning penitent 
Sinners. The Diſciples and Followers of the holy [clus ware 
about this Time in great Expectation of his taking upon 
him regal Authority, and entering upon that Kingdom in 
this World they ſeem to have been long wiſhing and waiting 
for; but our Lord convinces them of their Miſtake, and, 
in proper Parables, diſcovers what was to attend both him- 


before he appeared to execute that firſt Inſtance of his king- 
ly Power, which took place againſt his rebellious Subjects 
in the direful Deſtruction of Feruſulem, and People of Fu- 
dea, who were his perjur'd Perſecutors and Murderers. 

Vol. II. K The 


elf and them, beiore he took Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom. 
which was to be above, or they could enter in it, or even 
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upper. 
HE bleſſed Jeſus leaving Fericho, arrives at Fe- 
ruſalem. When he drew near that great City, 
almoſt ripe for Deſtruction, knowing the fad 
Fate that awaited its wicked Inhabitants, who 
harden'd their Hearts againſt his moſt powerful 
Perſwaſions, and affectionate Entreaties, he wept over it, 
lamented its loſt Condition, and bewailed thoſe, tho' merit- 
ing Miſery, who ſhew'd not the leaſt Compaſſion for him, 
waen undeſerved!ly plunged by them into the greateſt Degree 
| we 


The Laſt 
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of it: Being come to the fatal Place, our Lord prepares for 
that ſolemn Work he was to engage in. The Scene is in 
Feruſalem, Heaven's favourite City, and the moſt bloody 
Tragedy is now to be acted there; ſuch, as all the Blood it 
was afterwards drench'd in, could not obliterate. The De- 
ſcendants of a People of God's own Choice, a People moſt 
diſtinguiſh'd and favour'd by him, are the Perpetrators of 
this Wickedneſs; and his only moſt beloved Son is the Sub- 


ject of their Cruelty. The holy Jeſus having, in Confor- 


mity to the Mo/aick Inſtitution, celebrated the Paſſover, pro- 

ceeds next to a ſecond Supper, and which here, by way of 

Diſtinction, is called the Laſt Supper, becauſe at it Chriſt in- 

ſtituted that bleſſed Ordinance which he has appointed for 

his People to commemorate, in a ſacramental Way, the Suffe- 

rings and Death of their dear Lord; and by ſavingly parta- 

king of it to appropriate to themſelves the whole Purchaſe of 

a Redeemer's Blood, The Inſtitution itſelf being given ſuf- 

ficiently at large before, we ſhall here only take Notice, that 

the Form of celebrating the Lord's Supper, very much re- 

ſembled the Practice among the Jews, whereby they com- 
memorated their Deliverance out of Egypt. It was com- 

monly their Way, aſter the Paſchal Lamb was eaten, to ſet 

down to a ſecond Supper of Herbs and unleaven'd Bread; or, as 
it ſeems rather proper to render it, they .continued the Ce- 

remonies to this Part of the Entertainment. The Head of 
the Houſe dipp'd the firſt Morſel, then the reſt ; after which 

the Father of the Family took the Bread, and breaking it, 
deliver'd a Piece to each preſent; and in the fame Manner 
he dealt about the Cup, having firſt taſted of it himſelf ; 
and at each Diſtribution he pronounced a Benediction, or 
Form of Words, ſignificative of the Wonders God had 
ſhewn in Egypt, and the glorious Salvation he had wrought 
there for their Forefatkers. Thus the bleſſed Jeſus, in cele- 
brating this Supper with his Diſciples, alter'd its Form in 
part, appointed the Whole to a different End; the perpetua- 
ting that much greater Deliverance which God's Church 
ſhall! obtain through the Blood of Chriſt, from the more 
cruel Bondage and Slavery of Sin and Satan, 
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CHRIST moch d. 
NE bleſſed Jeſus having finiſh'd every prepara- 
tory Work to the great one he was to accom- 
& pliſh by his Death, and the ſevere Sufferings 
immediately preceding it, the ſad Hour per- 
| W mitted to the Powers, of Darkneſs was full 
come, and he is deliver'd into the Hands of mercileſs Mat 
his Enemies prevail; be is maliciouſly accuſed, found guil- 
ty without Proof, and illegally executed; but _ is 2 
avour 
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Favour not to be obtain'd, till he is not able to endure another 
Puniſhment. They try different Ways, and inhance his Mi- 
ſery by a cruel Variety: He is mangled and tormented; but 
they are very careful to preſervethe Remains of Life ſufficient 
to render him a more publick Spectacle, and ſenſible of 
thoſe exquiſite Pangs they delign'd him on the Croſs. The 
firſt Trial the innocent Jeſus meets with, after his being ap- 
prehended, is no {mall Part of his Affliction; he is ſubject- 
ed to moſt cruel Mockings: 'Thofe who hive him in Cuſ- 
tody, treat him with the greateſt Inſolence and Contempt; 
they ſneer at him, make him their common [eſt, ridicule 
the Notion of his Divinity, and blaſphemouſly inveigh againſt 
him; they blindfold him; then ſtrike him in the Face, and in 
Deriſion ask of him who ſtruck him. To all theſe Indipni- 
ties, this brutal Uſage, and more, the meek, the patient 
Jeſus ſubmits, without ſo much as reproving theſe inhuman 
Wretches for their Barbarity and unjuſtifiable Treatment of 
him. So much Mildneſs and Submiſſion under ſuch Suf- 
ferings might be expected to move Commiſeration in the 
moſt obdurate Hearts; but no Reluctance appears; and one 
Severity ſucceeds another, almoſt without Intermiſſion, till 
the precious Blood of Chriſt; pour'd out by wicked Hands, 
purchaſes him a Releaſe from ſuch perſona! Cruelties and 
Scorn. If the Soldiers uſe the bleſſed Jeſus ill, the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim uſe him worſe; the firſt make a Jeft of him; the 
latter involve him in moſt conſummate Calamity ; they con- 
clude him guilty of Blaſphemy themſclves, and worthy to 
die, and never leave hin, till by their Intereſt with Pontizes 
Pilate, the Roman Governor, they procure a Ratification of 
their Sentence, and a Warrant for his Crucifixion, 
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E Sanhedrim having voted the bleſſed fe- 
=E&F| lus guilty of Crimes deſerving Death, wes 

Bj determin'd to puſh for his Execution by every 
Method probable of procuring it; having paſs d 
— the direful Reſolve, they riſe; and thoſe who were 
juſt befoie his Judges, become not mere Informers only; for 
there may be ſuch conſiſtent with Juſtice and Truth and 
advantageous to Society; but much more infamous than, the 
worſt of that Denomination ; contrary to all Juſtice and 
Truth they bear Witneſs againſt him; they lay to his Charge 


Crimes 


tt. 


- ff SS .£- 8. $A __ H TT v . q ẽᷣͤ̃ WP SE ORR FT CCOEPTAY Ft ̃  O . 07s RI 


£1.10, — hen 


of the BIBLE. 111 


Crimes that none of his Accuſers had before thought of; 
and in the moſt virulent outragious Manner call out for his 
Crucifixion. *Tis very juſtly ſaid of them, that the Multi- 
tude aroſe and led him to Pilate; for acting inconſiſtent with 
the Laws of God and their Country, they were no better 
than a Maltitude; a mere Mob; and their wicked Condut 
had render'd them unworthy the Name of the Sanhedrim, 
the grand Council of the Nation, the ſole Foundation of 
whole Proccedings ſhould have been Juſtice and Mercy, and 
the Effects of them the Glory of the great God, and the 
Good of the Community; but, contrary to all theſe, they 
bring an innocent Perſon to Death, without any Proof of | 
Crime; one molt beneficent, moſt ſerviceable to Mankind, | 
+ EY whoſe publick Appearance was one continued Act of labo- 
rious Kindneſs, on the Behalf of human Nature; heowas un- 
wearied in doing good; and thoſe from among whom he 
receiv'd the worſt, the moſt cruel Treatment, were thoſe 
whom he had yer ay onde by peculiar Marks of his Power 
and Love ; but the deprav'd Nature of ungrateful Man we 
find equal to all this: Pilate, a Roman, was afraid, at firſt, | 
of coming into ſuch cruel Meaſures; but the exaſperated Jews 
are deſtitute of all Tenderneſs : however, He at length gets 
over his Scruples, and by vilely complying, contrary to his 
Conſcience, with the Inſtigations of the inflam'd Prieſts, 
and the deluded Populace, he ratity'd the Sentence of the 
Sanhedrim, and gave them the Authority they wanted to 
put it in Execution. To have evaded this, Pilate tries various 
Methods, and ſeems very deſirous to have nothing to do in 
the Affair, could he have been excus'd without loling the 
Favour of the People; their Affection he prefers to much 
more valuable Conlider ions, and to preſerve it, he ſacrifices 
his Honour and Integrity, and proſtituted that Authority 
| which ought to have been a Protection to the Injur'd, to 
bring him to an undeſcrved Death, and under more than all 
Je-. the Miſery, Diſtreſs, and Sufierings his Perſecutors had been 
were] foliciting for; not the firm Belief of Chriſt's Innocence; not 
every the full Perſwiſion of the Malice of his Enemies, or the 
paſc'd Y moſt ſtrenuous Solicitations of his own Wife not to venture 
were upon his Condemnation, are of ſufficient Avail with Pilate; 
; for he is determin'd, at all Events, to ingratiate him ſeif with the 
and E and, in hopes of rendering his Government eaſy to 
n the ¶ himſelf, and acceptable to them, he forgives a Murderer, be- 
end cauT they deſire it, and for that Reaſon only, gives up the 
'harge Innocent, the Juſt to be murdec'd by them, | 
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JILATE, willing to cloſe with any Shadow of pl 
&9 Reaſon to get rid of an Affair which made him 
eh, greatly uncafy, hearing that Jefus was of Galiice, 1 
Pe immediately ſent him to Herod 5-5" opa Son of Tas 
Herod the Great, in whoſe Juriſdiction Gali{te 


was. The Compliment paid to Herod was kindly taken by 
= him; and from that Time Pilate and he, who before were 
4 at Variance, became Friends; but Chriſt got nothing by it 
but an Increaſe of Miſery, and a large Addition of Scorn and 
| Mocking 
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Mock ing. Herod was glad to ſee him, and rejoic'd; but it 
was becauſe he fancied he had him in his Power: He was 
in hopes that his Curioſity would now be ſatisfy'd, and that 
he could oblige this great Prophet, he had heard ſo much of, 
to work ſome extraordinary Miracle, merely to gratify and 
divert him; but finding himfelf miſtaken, he ſeems much 
enrag d; and to be reveng'd for the Diſappointment, he not 
only treats the bleſſed jeſus with Contempt and Ridicule 
himſelf, but expoſes him to the Deriſion of his Officers and 
Attendants: Theſe array him in Robes proper to excite 
Laughter ; and having made him, as they thought, ſuffi- 
cently their Jeſt, Herod ſent him, thus dreſs'd up, back to 
Pilate, who upon that paſs'd the Sentence of Death, ex- 
torted from him by the inceſſant Cries of the Prieſts and 
People, as mentioned before. Thus was our bleſſed Lord in 
the worſt of Hands: Herod confeſs'd he could find no Fault 
in him, and yet he uſes him ill. Chriſt appears humble, 
meek, and lowly, bears all the Inſults, and bitter Taunts of 
his Enemies and Accuſers, without repining, or the leaft 
Reply: But nothing could move Commiſeration or Pity ; 
his Submiſſion rather increaſes than allays their Rage againſt 
him ; and they take the Adrethgo his not making a 
Defence, to enforce with redoubled Vehemence their Accu- 
fations againſt him. No Defence could have been of any 
Avail ; the Sanhedrim were reſolv'd upon his Death, and 
Pilate was determin'd to comply rather than diſoblige them. 
He ſeems to have taken ſome Pains to have perſwaded them 
from their wicked Purpoſe ; but not being able to do that 


lit. Herod was of the fame Opinion with Pilate ; and tho? 
he had derided Chriſt, and deſpitefully uſed him, he declares 
him guiltleſs, and acquits im of every Crime deſerving 
Death; but Pilate made no Advantage of this on Behalf of 
the innocent Jeſus, which ſerv'd the more to inhance his 
own Guile, who could baſely betray his Truſt, and ſervilely 
of al give him up to Sufferings, and a Death the Deſert of the 
him Imoſt heinous Crimes, who had not been convicted of the 
alice, Jleaſt Crime, and all to engage the Affections of a giddy out- 
on of ragious Multitude, and oblige their more envious Leaders. 
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he gives them the Aſſiſtance that was neceſſary to compleit . 
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CnRIST ſinks beneath his Croſs. 

HE direful Decree being paſs'd, the Executio 
of it is inſtantly prepar'd for; the deſtin'd Sacrly| 
fice is now ready to be offer'd up; and the in 
nocent Lamb having experienc'd a Variety of 
Sufferings, is going to the laſt permitted te 
ict: The Fatigues the bleſſed Jeſus had been e 
pos'd to had impair'd his Strength, andrender'd him unequ: 
to one Piece of Barbarity his Executioners deſign'd for him 
coyer'd with Stripes, and crown'd with Thorng, they less“ 
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im out, and load him with the Croſs; but ſinking beneath its 
eight, as has been mention d, they oblige oneSymon, a Cyrenian, 
o alliſt him; and in this miſerable Condition they hawl him 
o Mount Calvery. Several among the SpectatorsbewaiPd him. 
heſe follow'd him in the Way, but can give him no Aſſiſ- 
ance, Hisdeareſt Friends and Relatives are now of no Ser- 
ice; and if all his Diſciples could have kept their Words 
vith him, *twould have been without Avail ; their outward 
Tokens of Sorrow declare their inward Concern ; but theut- 
olt they can do is, to pay the {ad Tribute of their Tears, 
nd mourn for him they can neither reſcue or relieve; and 
heſe have their Weight with the merciful Jeſus. Under 
|| theſe Preſſures and agonizing Pains of Body and Mind, he 
ares in their Grief, and is for freeing them from it upon 
is Account, by putting them upon rightly conſidering his 
aſe ar preſent, and what theirs would be. They look'd 
pon the injur'd Jeſus now too, much as an innocent Man 
nuſtly condemn'd'; and as ſuch, the cruel Uſage he met with 
ceply affected them. Many of them might, is tkely, have been 
Vitneſſes to his wiſe, his excellent, his heavenly Converſation; | 
o his inoftentive upright Conduct; to that greatTenderneſsand 
oodwill he had conſtantly diſcover'd: They might remem- 
r, tho' now *twas ſtain'd with Blood wounded and brui - 
d, that Face which had formerly engig'd their Regard and 
ove ; thoſe Looks whichdiffus'd an ineffable Sweetneſs that | 
as an Indication of the extenſive Benevolence of his heaven- | 
orn Mind. They had heard of much Good he had done, arid | 
any of them, perhaps, had been Objects of his Compaſ- 
on and Power, and from his beneſicent Hands receiv'd the 
oſt compleat Deliverance in the greateſt Diſtreſs : Theſe 
wake all the Tenderneſs of their Souls, and they weep for 
Im, they cannot help: But though what the bleſſed Jeſus 
fffer'd in his Body, was not to be compar'd to what he ſuf- 
8 'd in his Soul, yet he ſeems deſirous that neither ſhouid be 
| latter of immediate Sorrow tg them, but that they would 
ecutiofther look beyond it all, and view him as woznded for their | 
J Sacri ranſgreſſions, bruis'd for their Iniquities, as one on whom the | 
he in ſement of their Peace was laid, and by whoſe Stripes | 
iery off”? they could be head; and that if they would weep, it- 
red 8 ould be for their Country, and for thoſe whom Deſtruc- 
een ern from God was awaiting, not only for their Cruelty 
unequt d Injuſtice to his own Son, but for a general Defection 
r him em the divine Laws, and a Conduct black with the vileſt 
hey len gratitude and worlt of Crimes, 
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Love for tleir dear Lord, than either of their Faith 
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The Journey to Emmaus. ga 


UR Lord being crucity'd, was on the Day i 
died intcrr*d, and early on the firſt Day of the 
Week, the Chriſtian Sabbath, ke aroſe from tic 
Dead, and ſhew'd himſelf to Mary Mag dae tie 

» and others, who came to the Sepuichre with, 

Deſign to emtaim his Body, {ill, as they thovght, in a Sd 

of Death; a Dcbgn which was a greater Teſlimony of th 


| 50 KnowIecg 


of the BIBLE. 117 


Knowledge; but the Caſe of this poor Woman was the ſame 
with that of moſt of the eleven Diſcip les; his Death wasa ſhock- 
ing Article to them; they were ignorant; they knew not the 
Lord jeſus, nor the Power of his Reſurrection; they don't ſeem 
to believe that h could keep his Word with them, and riſe 
the third Day as he had promis'd; they appear to be giving 
up their Hope in him, as the Meſſiah; and imagine now 
they were miſtaken, when they thought him the Redeemer 
of 1/rael; ſome therefore go one Way, ſome another; five 
| or {ix of them return to their former Employment of Fiſh- 
ing, and two go for Emmaus, a Village about threeſcore 
Furiongs from Feruſalem; theſe talking over the Affair as 
they went, are join'd by Jcſus himſelf, who engaging with 
them on the ſame Head, expounded to them whatever was 
reveal'd in the Scriptures concerning himſ-lf, What Chriſt 
ſaid to them, was accompanied with an Efficacy they could 
not account for; their Affections are ſtrangely engag'd, 
and their very Hearts burn within them; but not withſtand- 
ing allthis, *rwas not-yet permitted to them to diſcover who 
he was. Chriſt convinc'd them of their miſtaken Notions 
concerning the Meſſiah, reprov'd them. for their Ignorance; 
and not believing, or rightly conſidering what the Holy Pro- 
phets had {aid of Chriſt, as the Foundation of that Ignorance. 
Theſe: Diſciples were too much taken with the Converſa- 
tion of this Stranger, as they thought him, to part with him 
eaſily; and upon his offering to leave them when they came 
to Emmans, they earneſtly intreat him not to do it, and pre- 
vail; Chriſt enters a Houſe, /#ppos'd to belong to Cleophas, 
one of the two, Brother to Foſeph, the Husband of the 
Virgin Mary, and afterwards Biſhop of Feruſalem, and {ct 
down to Meat with them ; and now is the happy Diſcloſure 
made; as their Lord and Maſter he took the Bread, he 
bleſs'd, he broke it, and deliver'd it to them: This bore too 
great a Reſemblance to the laſt ſolemn Act they had been en- 
gag'd with him in before his Death, to keep him any lon- 
| conceal'd; the Eyes of their Underſtanding are now 
Day Iopen'd, and they know him; but the Moment then do 1o, 
of he vaniſhes out of their Sight, and leaves them in the utmoſt 
om d Conſternation and Concern; however, here was a Founda- 
agu tion and ſufficient Aſſurance for their future Joy ; they were 
0 vi now fally convinc'd that they had ſeen their Lord, that he 
ina *'Ywas alive again, and undoubtedly were firmly perſuaded, 
of 1:Ythar whatever their dear Maſter had formerly told them, 
Faith hould: certainly prove true. : 8 an 
WIR Vox, II. L Carisrt's 
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it paſt Diſpute with them, was Chriſt entering 
the Room, while Cleophas and his Companion were relating W G. 
their Converſation with him; the bleſſed Jeſus accoſts them 
with his uſual gra :ious Salutation, Peace be unto you; not- 

withſtanding 


of 
ä : 8 * 


| of the BIBLE: 


Lord had often talk'd to them of his Reſurrection, but they 


don't ſeem to have had a right Notion of what Sort of 
Appearance he would make after it; and they ſuppoſe that 
they had now ſeen a Spirit; but Chriſt reliev'd them from 
their Aﬀright, by aſſuring them that *twas he himſelf, that 
Spirits had not Fleſh and Bones as he had, by ſhewing them 


withſtanding which they were ſurpriz'd and terrify'd ; their 15 


— 


the Wounds the Nails had made, which pierc'd his Hands 


and Feet, and by eating before them. Having given theſe © *-* 


outward convincing Proofs of the Reality of his Reſurrec- 
tion, he next reveals himſelf to them in a more internal Man- 
ner; heenlightens their Underſtandings in the Knowledge of 


the Scriptures, and of himſelf; of both which, till now, 


they. were far from being fully acquainted: But they 


Reſurrection, they are to be Witneſſes alſo of his glorious 
Aſcenſion ; and none could be ſo proper for both, as thoſe 


to whom it was firſt committed to publiſh Salvation to 


Mankind, through the Merit of this all- ſufficient Mediator. 
Being come to Bethany, Chriſt prepares to take his Leave 3 
he had convers'd with his Diſciples and Followers about 
forty Days after his Reſurrection: He had deliver'd to the 
former, full Directions for their future Miniſtry; and now 
he renews to them the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt; of a 
Power from on high, which ſhou'd make them equal to 


every Duty and Trial they might be call d out to in the Ex- 


ecution of it; upon which he lift up his Hands and blefled 
them. This was his lat Farewei, and they wereprepar'd fer it; 
while their Lord bleſſed them, he was parted from them, 
and in their View he went up; they worſhip their aſcending 
Lord; Angels attend his triumphant Paſſage, and the Hea- 
vens receive him out of their Sight. Every Doubt was now 
remov'd, and their Darkneſs diſpell'd; they were all Faith 
and Joy; the Bleſſing and Peace of Chriſt were with them; 
and they were aflur'd of a Comforter from above, Which 
would ſhortly come to them, and conſtantly reſide with 
them; in full Expectation of which, as their Lord had di- 
rected, they return to Feruſalem, and were continually in 
the Temple, praiſing and bleſſing God, till the divine Viſi- 
tation was made; and each of them being fill'd with the 
Holy Ghoſt, enter d upon that great Work of preaching the 


Goſpel, and eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity, which the Holy Spirit 


of God alone could fit them for. 


L 2 St. John. 


are * to be further favour'd; they are Witneſſes of Chriſt's 
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St. Jo H N. tles 


ls Evangeliſt was called by our Bleſſed Lord | the 

g = when a very Youth; and though the youngeſt wh 

| $2) of all the twelve Diſciples, was e . = by Mo 
JA his Maſter's ſuperiour Affection for him. St. I his 
70% was by Birth a Galilean, the Son of Zebe- Hand 
dee and Salome; his Employment was Fiſhing; at the Death his 
of his Father he became poſſeſs'd of a fmall Inheritance, Acc 
which he ſold; and with the Money purchas'd a Houſe in Irm; 
Feruſalem, near Mount Zion, in which he liv'd many Iſs 
an 


a0 => 
r. 


of the BIBLE. N A 


and where the bleſſed Virgin reſided with him for fl fteen 
Years after the Aſcenſion of her Son, being the whole Time 
ſhe ſurviv'd him. Aſia being the Province afſign'd this 
Evang-liſt, he went thither ſoon after the Death of the Vir- 
gin Mary; and to him was owing the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Churches of Smyrna, Pargamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel- 
phia, Lapdicea, and others of leſs Note, St. John was inde- 
tatigable in the Diſcharge of his Duty; he ſpar'd no Pains for - 
the Good of Souls, and the Advancementofthe Gloryand K ing- 
dom of Chriſt ; His moſt ſettled Place of Abode while propaga- 
ting the Goſpel in Aſia, was Epheſus, St. Paul had many Yeats + 
before ſettled a Church there, and made Timothy Biſhop of it. 
who being murder'd by the Populace, St. ohn atter his Return 
trom his Baniſhment took upon himſelf the Care of that Church 
alſo. The Roman Emperor, Domitian, a Tyrant, and cruel Perſe- 
cutor of the poor Chriſtians, having given Orders for the 
apprehending of St. Fohn, he is taken, and by the Conſul 
of Alia, ſent Priſoner to Rome, where by Command of the 
Emperor, heis«thrown into a Chaldron of burning Oil; but 
neither the Oil or Flames can effect him, and he is preſerv d 
unhurt for the great Work God had yet for him to do; the 
Tyrant finding his implacable Rage thus baffled, baniſh'd him to 
the Iſle of Patmos, but an indulgent Edict of the Em;erorNerwa. + 
recalling thoſe his Predeceſſor had baniſh'd, gave St. John an 
Opportunity to return to his Charge in Aſia. St. John wrote 
his Book of ReTelations in Baniſhment, and after he came. 
back to Epheſus, his Goſpel at the Requeſt of the Aan 
Churches: His chief Delign in which was, to appear againſt 
the Hereſy of his Days, and declare the Divinity and cternal 
Exiſtence of Chriſt z beſides theſe, St. Fohn wrote the 
three Epiſtles which go under his Name; all which were 
by the Author written in Greek, but his Goſpel was 
tranſlated into Hebrew, and kept by the Jews at Tiberias, 
as a Piece of great Value; it was afterwards ſtolen from 
thence with St. Matthew's Goſpel, and the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles in Hebrew, by one Foſeph a Few, who breaking open 
the Treaſury in hopes of Money, found, inſtead of Money, 
what prov'd of infinite more Advantage to him than all the 
Money in the World couid have done; by reading of theſe 
his Converſion was brought about, he became a Chriſtian, 
and liv'd and dy'd ſuch. St. John liv'd ſeventy Years after 
his Lord's Aſcenſion; and according to the moſt authentick 
Accounts, died in Peace a natural Death, in the Reign of the 
Emperor Trajan, and in the ninety ninth Year of his Age. 4 
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The Marriage in Cana of Galilee. I 
NE principal Reaſon aſſign'd for St. John's the 
writing his Goſpel, beſides that already men- cot 
tioned relating to the Divinity of Chriſt is, that Y me 
he might add ſeveral Particulars worthy record- | be 
ing, which had been omitted by the other wil 
Evangelifts ; among which is the Marriage in Cana of Gali- I Mi 
lee; at which the bleſſed Jeſus wrought his firſt Miracle ſo 
much tothe Conviction, of his new choſen Diſciples that they 

| Were 
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were perſuaded he could be no leſs than the promiſed Meſ. 
fah. This inſpired Author begins his Goſpel with aſlert- 
ing as poſitively as Words: can expreſs, the eternal Power 
and Godhead of Chriſt ; and, as ſuch, declares him the moſt 
glorious Creator of Heaven and Earth; the great firſt Cauſe, 
without whom nothing ever could be made, and by whom 
alone all Beings conſiſt ; This Material Point being thus fully 
ſpoken to, St. Fohn proceeds to the Miniſtry of the Baptiſt, and 
Chriſt's Calling his Diſciples in the Manner both have been alrea- 
dy treated of; then paſſes to the Tranſactions at the Marriage- 
Feaſt, Cana being near the Place where the Holy Family dwelt, 
Jeſus, theVirgin Mother, and his Diſciples, were invited to, the 
Entertainment, and accordingly went: The Preparations be- 
ing unequal to the large Company preſent, the ſmall Stock of 
Wine was ſoon exhauſted ; to aſſiſt in this Exigence the Ho- 
ly Virgin kindly goes on their Behalf to her Son; who 
ſhe was perſuaded could inſtantly have ſupply'd their Want, 
if he pleaſed. The bleſſed Jeſus does not abſolutely deny 
his Mother ; but by his anſwer intimates that her Requeſt 
was unſea ſonably made, and that it was not yet proper for 
him to comply with it: Upon this the bleſſed Virgin de- 
ſiſts; but directs the Servants in waiting, punctuall) to do 
whatever he bad them ; in conſequence of which they fill 
ſix large Stone Veſſels with Water: Theſe Veſſels had been 
placed there for the legal Waſhings which the Fews were 
obliged to before they eat; and were now at Chriſt's Com- 
mand filled upon a different Account: This being done the 
Servants have his Orders to draw out and bear it to theGo- 
vernor of the Feaſt : This Governor or Maſter of the Feaſt, 
according to an excellent Cuſtom among the Fews, was com- 
monly a Prieſt, who not only directed in folemniz ing the 
Marriage; but was one whoſe Gravity and ſacred Appea- 
rance might be a Check to all indecencies; and keep the 
Company within the Bounds of Sobriety. To this Go- 
vernor they now carry the firſt Cup; the Servants* had put 
in Water, but draw out excellent Wine; none as yet but 
the Servants knew what Chriſt had done; but *ewas what 
could not be long concealed : The Aſſembly were ſoon 
made acquainted with it; and being fully aſſured there could 
be no Deceit put upon them, they give the Honour, of it 
where tis due; and the bleſſed Jeſus is in this Beginning of 
Miracles gloriouſly manifeſted, and his Power and Goodneſs 
diſplay dc. INT. | 
| V CarIST 
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CuRIST Communing with Nicodemus. 


O ON after this Miracle the bleſſed Jeſus came 
to Capernaum, and having ſtay'd there a few 
Days he went up to Feruſalm, to the Feaſt of 
the Paſſover, where by the many miraculous 
Cures he perform'd he gave ſuch Evidence of 


his Meſſiahſhip as gain'd him a large Number of Followers: 
Among thoſe who were perſwaded of his divine Miſſion 
was Nicode mus a Doctor of the Law, and a Member of the 

| Sanhe- 


„d abideth on bim. 
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lanhedrim: This Man not daring to come to Chriſt by 
Day, for fear of the Cenſures of the Sanhedrim, came to him 
by Night, and as ſoon as he ſaw: Chriſt, he declares that he 
was convinc'd he was a Teacher come from God; becauſe 
twas impoſlible any Man could do thoſe Miracles he had 
done, unleſs God was with him: To all this Chrift gives 
no immediate Anſwer, but takes Occaſion to inſtruct him 
in the Myſtery of Regeneration, or the New-Birth 3 a Mat- 
ter he ſeemed wholly ignorant of, and which. was of the 
utmoſt Concern to him to experience and be acquainted 
with: When the bleſſed Jeſus had anſwered all. Nicodemus's 
Objections to this Doctrine drawn from common natural 
Principles, he ſufficiently explain'd to him that the bein 

born again he ſpoke of, was a. Change wrought in the Sou 

by the Spirit of God, whereby the wicked Diſpoſition of 
Man's Heart is altered, every Habit becomes holy, and the 
whole Frame and Tenure of his Mind are as much the Re- 
verſe - to former evil Inclinations, as if he was really. a 
new Creature and born again. It this is ſtrange Doctrine 
to a Maſter of 1/rael, he is to be acquainted with what was 
more ſo, and the bleſſed Jeſus proceeds next to diſcourſe to 
him of his coming down from Heaven, of his Death, and 
of his Aſcenſion to Heaven, of the great Work of Redemp- 
tion by Chriſt, and of Faith in him, as the only begotten 
Son of God: Theſe were all ſuch as Nicodemus had heard 
little or nothing of before, he might look upon them as cu- 
rious Speculations, or unintelligible Myſteries; and they cer- 
tainly continued to be ſuch to him, till his enlighten'd 
Mind was, by the divine Teaching, made capable to Under- 
ſtand; the Revelations of God in the Gofpel of his Son. 
The bleſſed Jeſus leaving Feruſalem, goes into the Country 
of Fudea with his Diſciples ; and there baptiz'd ſeveral! who 
embraced. his Doctrine, John the Baptift was at the ſame 
Time 2 in non near to Salem, where he renews 
his publick Teſtimony of Chriſt being the true Meſſiah, and 

of his own great Inferiority to him; concluding with this 
lolemn Aſſurance, That he that believeth in this Meſſiah, this 
beloved only begotten Son of God, hath everlaſting Life ; and 


he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath 


CurisT 


man came to the Well; and Chriſt deſir'd her to give him 
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. Jen the Baptiſt being by wicked Herod 
<i> x thrown into Priſon, ou Lord left 7udea, and 
&: return'd into Galilee; but calling at Sychar, a 
755 City of Samaria, and being weary with bis 
journey, he fat down by one of Jacob's Wells, 

near the Town, to which the Inhabitants reſorted for Wa- 
ter: The Diſciples being gone to buy Food, a Samaritan Wo- 
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to drink : The Woman little knew who ſpoke to her ; but 
| taking 
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aking him for a Few, ſhe was ſurpriz'd that he would ask 
ny Favour ot her who was a Samaritan, the old Enmity being 
{til kept up between the two Nations: Chriſt, indeed, begins 
with a ſmall Requeſt, deſiring her to give him a little Water; 
but though ſo very inconfiderable, ſo great is the natio- 
nal Anripathy that 'tis not comply'd with: She is ſurpriz'd 
at Chriſt's courteous Application to her; but makes no Re- 
turn of Civility ; and yet this cenſorious Creature who could 
ſupport ſo conſtant uncharitable a Diſpoſition, upon diſcove- 
ring him to be a Prophet, could be immediately ready with 
her religious Diſputes about the Place of Worſhip; like Mul- 
titudes who are more concerned 'where they ſhall offer their 
Adorations to the Great God, than how they ſhall offer them 
aright; and more in earneſt for the leſs neceſſary Points in 
Diſpute, than for the Eſſential Parts of real Religion, in 
which all ſhould be agreed: Our Lord took no Advantage 
of the unkind Refuſal of this inhoſpitable Stranger; and tho 
ſhe deny'd him the poor Refreſhment of a Cup of cold Wa- 
ter when fatigued and weary, he diſcovers himſelf to her, 
reveals a Treaſure of infinite Value, and profers her the 
Water of Life freely; eternal Springs of everlaſting Joy, 
which would lead to endleſs Happineſs in endleſs Life; but 
theſe are Things ſhe is an utter Stranger to, and ſeems never 
to have given herſelf any Trouble about; the 'gracious Inten- 
tion of the Redeemer is therefore further extended, and by 
diſclofing to her his Knowledge of her fecret illegal Con- 
verſe with a Man reputed her Husband, and other Parts, tis 
probable, of her criminal Conduct, he at once convinces her 
of Sin, and his being the promiſed Saviour: She is now all 
Joy at the Diſcovery, and runs into the City to carry the 


glad Tidings to her Neighbours : The Declaration ſhe made 


them, raiſed their Curiolity ; and in Crowds they come to 
ke ſo extraordinary a Perton : The holy Jeſus received them 
undoubtedly in a ſuitable Manner; and entertain'd them with 
Diſcourſes well adapted to the great Salvation he was pub- 
liſhing among them; theſe had the deſired Iſſue: Faith is 
fhe Effect of their Enquiry, and they are fully perſuaded that 
the Perſon they are now ſo happily engaged with, is no o- 


ther that the promiſed Meſſias: As ſuch they receive him, 


intreat his Abode with them ; and, in Compliance with 
their Requeſt, he continued with them two Days, ſucceſſ⸗ 
fully employ'd in the important Work of Converſie n to the 
eternal Benefit of many a poor Soul. - 
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NEAVING the Town of . our Lord re- 
turned to Cana in: Galilee, where he is hear- 
tily welcome to the People, many of whom 
had heard of the Miracle he had formerly 
wrought among them at the Feaſt, and more 
of them had ſeen the extraordmary Works 
he had done at Feruſalem; while here a Man ot Piſtin&on, 
Ap roſed to have been an Officer of the, Houſhold of Herod 
Antipas, 
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Auti pas, at that Time Tetrarch, or Governor of Galilee, 
became a Supplicant to the bleſſed Jeſus for his Son, who 
hy a dying at Cap ernaum; begging that he would go and 
heal him: The defir'd Anſwer not being immediately given, 
the Father's Bowels are earning towards his Son, and with 
a ſeeming Impatience he cries out, Sir, come down ere 
my Child die. The merciful Jeſus will keep the afflicted 
Parent no longer in Suſpence; he kindly makes Allowances 
for natural Affection; and aſſures him, that the Per- 
ſon he is ſo uneaſy about is out of all Danger; that inſtead 
of being troubled for him, he had more occaſion to rejoice ; 
that t ho he might imagine him in the laſt Extremity, he 
was alive, and well. Theſe Aſſurances the Father received 
with Thankfulneſs; he fully believed them, and was on his 
Return home, when his Servants met him with the glad 
Tydings of his Son's perfect Recovery. He enquired, of 
them what Time his Malady was removed; and they agree 
in their Account of the Time's being exactly the ſame with 
that in which his kind Phyſician had aſſured his Father, that 
his Son lived. This was Conviction too ſtrong to be with- 
ſtood: He was perſuaded that none but an Almighty Power 
could be fo beneficently and extenſively exerted, and he rea- 
dily recogniz d him, who had thus manifeſted his divine 
Miſſion, as the great Anointed of the God of Hrael, on whoſe 
Satisfaction alone the Salvation of fallen Man depended : 
But the Goodneſs of God to this diſtinguiſhed Son did not 
ſtop here; Health to his Body prov'd Life to all their Souls; 
for” not only his Father and himſelf believed, but the whole 
Family embrac'd the Faith, and became Converts to Chriſ- 
tianity. The ſecond Paſſover now drawing on, after Chriſt's 
having entered upon his miniſterial Office, bo goes up to Fe- 
ruſalem, to be preſent at the Celebration of it: Here a 
moſt miſerable Object finds Mercy and a preſent Cure, wha 
had been no leſs than eight and thirty Years preſſed do jn 
with an Unfirmity he could get no Deliverance from, 
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CuRrIST cures a Cripple at the Pool of 
| Betheſda. 


2 HIS poor impotent Man lay in the Infirma- 
ry, call'd Betheſda, by the Pool in which they 
waſh'd the Entrails of Sheep offer'd in Sacri- 
fice, whoſe Water at certain Seaſons was looked 
upon to be very good for diſeaſed and impo- 


tent People, provided they could get in while the medicinal 
Virtue laſted ;} but this was ſo inconſiderakle, that A w 
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ſeldom or never effectual to more than one at a Time. St. 
Fohn's Account of this not being altogether agreeable to 
eommon Apprehenſion, has given Riſe to a Multitude of 
Conjectures, tho' none but what are liable to many Excep- 
tions; fo that the Reader is ſtill in au Uncertainty as to 
the Matter itfelf : He tells us, that *rwas an Angel which, 
going down at certain Seaſons into this Pool, moved the 
Waters ſo, as thereby to convey to them this Power of 
Healing. Now what is here meant by the Angel, creates all 
the Difficulty : Few doubt of the Cures wrought ; but fewer 
imagine, by an Angel is here intended one of the heavenly 
Hoſt 3 many rather ſuppoſe him no other than a Meſſenger 
a Man appointed on Purpoſe to ſtir the Pool every Time there 
was a ſufficient Quantity of ſalubrious Matter waſhed off the 
Entrails of the Beaſt; and that this by being raiſed from the 
Bottom, and diffuſed through the Water, effected the ſe- 
veral Curcs in a natural Way. The bleſſed Jeſus pitying 
this poor Man who had for ſo long a Term of Years been a 
wretched Cripple, helpleſs and unbefriended, healed him on 
the Sabbath Day ; and commanding him to take up his Bed 
and watk, at the ſame Time enabled him to do both. This 
merciful Act was ſo convincing to the People of the divine 
Power of Chriſt, and of his gracious beneficent Diſpoſi- 
tion to the humane Nature in Diſtreſs, that it cut the Scribes 
and Phariſees, his envious Oppoſers, to the Heart, to find 
him gaining thus upon the Affections of the Multitude; and 
it 'not being poſlible for them to find any Fault with the 
wondrous Work Chriſt had wrought, they attack him for 
doing it upon the Sabbath Day; and to ſuch an Excels does 
their Malice hurry them, that, if poſlible, they would have 
put him to Death as a Sabbath-Breaker. Their Converſation 
with our bleſſed Saviour upon this Head leads hign to an 
ample Declaration of his eternal Power and Godhead; all of 
which they rejected, and revil'd him for; and they that 
looked upon him as a Sabbath-Breaker before, reproached 


him now with Blaſphemy, for declaring that he was the 


Son of the Moſt High: They would not bear to hear of his 
Equality with the Father, ot his being God as well as Man 
they diſowned him for the Meſſias, and were implacably 
bent to deſtroy him, if poſſible: But the Power of Darkneſs 
not being yet predominant, all their Attempts proved vain; 
the People ſeemed his Protection at preſent, and the very 
Perſons ſent to ſeize him were ſo taken with his Doctrine, 


and affected with his Appearance and Conduct, that they 


were not able to lift up a Hand againſt him, Mz The 
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The Woman taken in Adultery. 
or bim they could not get apprehended, they 
Wl now endeavour to enſnare; and in Hopes of 
drawing him into Difficulties, they bring to 
Chriſt an adulterous Woman, who was ſo ſur- 
ERS priz'd in her Wickedneſs, that there was not 
theleaſt Room todoubtof her being guilty ; and their Expecta- 
tions are conſiderably heighten'd from the Intricacies, as they 
imagin d they ſhould involve him in: They {tem not to me 
| . but 
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but that if he acquitted the Adultereſs, the People would the 
ſooner believe him the Sabbath=Breaker and Blaſphemer, they 
had affirm'd him to be; or that if he adjudg'd herworthy of 
Death, that then they might treat him as a Medler in what 
he had no Concern with; or raſh and cruel, notwithſtanding 
what had appear'd of his Clemency and Moderation. But they 
are diſappointed, and ſeemingly in more Confuſion at this, 
than at any Repulſe they had before met with: Chriſt knew 
what Sinners they themſelves were, perhaps, that many of 
them had often, tho? undetected, committed the ſame Crime, 
tho' now they appear d fo inveterately bent againſt a Fellow- 
Creature, as to be unwilling toallow of any Room for Mercy 
our Lord therefore touched them in the tendereſt Part, and 
effectually prevented their Severity taking Place againſt this 
now penitent Offender, who ſtood trembling and weeping 
before him. When they firſt ask'd his Opinion, what ought 
to be done with her, ſeſus ſeems to decline the Anſwer; 
he ſtoop'd down, and with his Finger, wrought on the 
Ground, as though he heard them not : But this would not 
ſatisfy envious Scribes and Phariſees ; becauſe he don't, they 
imagine the more, he cannot anſwer, and are reſolv'd not to 
looſe the Advantage they fancy they have got. Upon this 
they importunately renew the Queſtion, and to their own 
Confulion extort a Reply; a Reply that ſent them away 
aſham'd, and forced a tacit Confeſſion of their Guilt. Mult 
ſhe die? Why then, ſays the bleſſed Jeſus, let the Man who 
is without Sin among you, begin the Fxecution, let him 
caſt the firſt Stone at her. This was a Shock, not one of 
them, harden'd as they were, could ſtand ; their Conſciences 
ſmote them; they draw off as faſt as they can; they ſeem. 
apprehenſive that Chriſt might make ſome Diſcoveries. of 


their own Conduct, that might render them as obnoxĩbus to... 
the Law; and they won't now venture upon any freſh Pro- 


vocations that might oblige him to it: Her Proſecutors be- 
ing gone, Chriſt turns to the poor Woman, who having been 
all chi Time in an Uncertainty, as to her Fate, muſt have 
been in almoſt the Agonies of Death, expecting every Mo- 
ment, perhaps, to have been condemn'd to Execution, and his 
Words carry Peace and Comfort to her. Chriſt had procur'd 
her Mercy from Man; and he now ſeems to extend it as the 
Meſſiah : He had {av'd her from Death here, and is deſirous 
to deliver her from Death hereafter: He gives her ſufficient 
Aſſurance of Pardon for her $ins paſt; and that a becoming 
Behaviour would for eyer ſecure to her his future Favour. 
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Sight given to & Man born blind. 


n captious Phariſees being defeated, retire ; 
BEES though tis but for the preſent : For our Lord 

no ſooner renews his Application to the Peo- 
a ple, but they appear to oppoſe his Doctrine. 
Chriſt goes on to give freſh Aſſurances of 
ius aivine Miſſion, and proclaims himſelt 


good, rh.t true Shepherd, who not only, contrary 


that 


: Hireling, defends his Flocks from the 
£9 the nn een e e, 
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Wolves, which would tear and deſtroy it, but is ready to lay 
dovyn his Life, and die for his Flock: But they offer envious 
or frivolous Exceptions to all the excellent Things he ſaid, and 
the moſt injurious Treatment for all the good Things he did. 
But how wicked ſoever their Conduct may be, our gracious 
Lord does not allow it to be a Bar to his compaſſionate Re- 
gards for Man; the Diſtreſſed are ſure, upon their Application, 
of being reliev'd in their bodily Infirmities ; and he adds 
for the Advantage of All thoſedivine Precepts, which adher'd 
to, will guide in the unerring Paths of Peace here, and to 
endleſs Life and Happineſs hereafter. One poor Man is greatly 
diſtinguiſh'd, and Chriſt grants him Mercy before he could 
ask it; this was a Man born blind: Chriſt no ſooner ſaw 
him, but he has Compaſſion on him; and, without any pre- 
vious Application, gave him Sight, who till that Inſtant ne- 
ver*behels the Sun. In this Cure Chriſt manifeſted his Al- 
mighty Power in a Manner he bad not done before, and to 
et his People know he can effect their Deliverance, not only 
without the ordinary Means, on which they often place too 
much Dependance, but by Methods, that to them may ſeem 
moſt unlikely: He put Clay on his Eyes, which to human 
Reaſon would appear a Means to prevent, rather thanreſtore 
his Sight; and upon waſhing it off, as directed, inthe Pool of 
Siloam, he found the Benefit of doing ſo, and came back 
ſeeing. The Diſciples, like too many cenſorious, narrow- 
thinking People, upon viewing him in his afflictive State, 
are ready with their uncharitable Thoughts; they are for 
looking upon this poor Man's Misfortunes to be the conſe. 
quence of his ill Deſert, and applying the Hand of God up- 
on him in a Way of Judgment; becauſe he ſuffer'd in an ex- 
traordinary Manner, they ignorantly and raſhly conclude, he 
or his Parents muſt have ſinn'd in the ſame Manner; but their 
Maſter's Anſwer, by which he aſſur'd them, they were miſ- 
taken in both, is a Reproof proper upon all ſuch Occa- 


ons, and an undeniable Aſſurance, that the afflictive Circum- 


ances God's People are brought into, may in the Iſſue prove 
a Benefit to themſelves, the Advantage of their Fellow-Chriſ- 
tians, and greatly to the Glory of the ſupreme Being; whole 
Goodneſs and Power are always manifeſted in ſupporting 
them under Suffering, or delivering them out of them. 
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Chrift raiſes Lazarus from the Dead. 


; 


fi 


Coe. 2 HIS wondrous Work raiſes the Malice of the 
J 4 


| gp Scribes and Phariſees to an exceeding Height; 
28 1 FS and they not only purſue the Bleſſed Jeſus with 
WIRES Virulence, but perſecute the Object of his Com- 

| paſſion, by cating him out of the Synagoge. 
But a Miracle ſucceeding yet greater than this, throws then 
into 2 Ferment, and they are in the utmoſt Confternation ; 
they imagine their whole Happinels and 9 is 
Danger 
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Danger, and are for taking Methods more deſperate than 
any they took before for their Security. The great Event 
ſo much againſt them, was Chriſt raiſing Lazarus from the 
Grave: He was Brother to Mary and Martha; who, when he 
was firſt taken ill, ſent to Feſus to mtreav his Aſſiſtance. 
But that his mighty Powerj7might de the more diſplay d, 
their Requeſt was not comply'd with, but Chriſt delay'd his 
going to them, not only till Lazarus was dead, but till he 
had four Days buried, and in all Probability was incli- 
ning to Putrefaction: However late he arriv'd, he brings 
Comfort, Life, and Joy with him; and that fo glorious a 
Work ſhould admit of no Diſpute, he performs it in the 
moſt publick and deliberate Manner; Enemies as well as 
Friends are Witneſſes to it, and not one, no, not the moſt 
envious of the_former offer to deny the Fact, or pretend to 
charge him with any Deceit ; though they gladly would have 
done either, had there been the leaſt Room for it. Bring on 
the Way to the Place of Interment, the Bleſſed Jeſus joins 
in Concern with the-ſorrowful Relations and Friends of the 
Deceas'd, and wept. At the Grave our Lord yet further be- 
ſpeaks the Company's Attention in this ſolemn Addreſs to 

od; Father, I thank thee, that thou =, heard me: I know 
hat thou henreſt me always; but becauſe of the People that 
and by ſay it, that they may believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
pon this he gave the Command, Lazarus, come forth, and 
as inſtantly obey'd. The Dead thus in a literal Senſe hears 
he Voice of the Son of God, and lives: The King of Ter- 
ors is here controul'd by a more mighty Monarch; no Bands 


Liberty; and Lazarus reſtor'd to Life, comes forth to the 
urprize of the aſtoniſh'd Croud, and equally to the Joy. of 
is Relations. But much more valuable Purpoſes than theſe 
ere anſwer'd: It brings ſeveral over to a Faith in Chriſt, 
roves highly to the Glory of the great God, and an incona- 


eſtable Evidenceof the Divinity and Miſſion of the ever-bleſſed 
e theBedeemer, | 


One. | The 


vill hold, no, not of Death, when Chriſt gives the Word for 
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chem . reſolving and contriving Methods, not only to 
put Jeſus ro Death, but kill him who was ſo lately rais d to 
Life by him. Neither of theſe are yet in their Power, tho* 
the former is ſo in a few Days; when this holy Lamb is 
to be offer d up to God, as the great Expiatory Sacrifice for 
the Sins of his People. For this awful Incident, the Bleſſed 
jeſus is now preparing his Diſciples at every proper Oppor- 
tunity that preſents; one of which he is furniſh'd with b 
ſome Greeks, who coming to Feruſalem at the Feaſt of Pal- 
ſover to worſhip, are very deſirous to fee Chriſt ; which they 
being admitted to, hediſcourſestothem of hisapproaching Paſ- 
ſion, and of the Advantages his Death would procure to his 
Church. Thoſe Greeks. were Proſelytes of the Gate, ſuch 
who being converted to the Fewiſh Religion, were allow'd 
to worſhip in the outward Courts of the Temple, but not 
to celebrate the Paſſover with the Fews. The Curioſity of 
theſe Gentile Worſhippers led them ro Chriſt; but whether 
their Faith fix'd them there, we are much in the dark about. 
We know that Jeſus was, in the genera}, a Stumbling Block 
to the Feqvs, and to the you Fooliſhneſs ; and that none but 
Believers could diſcover him to be the Power and Wiſdom 
of God; tho' tis to be hop'd they did not go to Chriſt alto- 
gether in vain, but that ſome of them at leaſt became of this 
br Number. Our Lord having ſpoken fully of his Diſ- 
Iſolution, proceeds to preſs his Auditory to Humility, and 
the believing in him as the promis'd Meſſiah ; when finiſhing 
his Sermon, he goes for Bethany. As he was coming back 
to Feruſalem, in the Morning he ſaw a fruitleſs Fig-Tree in 
the Way, one ſo barren, that upon Examination, nothing 
Jbut Leaves appear'd; when going up to it, he paſs'd a Sen- 
tence that was inſtantly executed, Let no Fruit grow on thee 
henceforth for ever, ſays Chriſt; and immediately the Tree 
was dried up from the Roots; a proper Emblem of that 
dreadful Denunciation which a waits fruitleſs Profeſſors. Thoſe 
T/ unprofitable Plants in God's Vineyard, who, unanſwerable to 
Atte Care and Cultivation uſed for their Improvement, bring 
no Fruit to Perfection; for theſe is reſerv'd the Blackneſs 
of - Darkneſs, whoſe End is Deſtruction, arid who ſhall eter- 
tO "'Ynally exiſt in a Separation from all that the great God, 
nt „Angels, and bleſſed Spirits are happy in. 


arts 0 
On 2 
bitter 
and 1 
and of --. 

& | 


Chris 


++T8T 
1 


* 
Bo, ** 
. 


2 
$850, 
n 
9 
Nen 
(] 


fo” 
Ml bz. 
\\ \ 75 3 
1 0 P 
N 77% 


id 


7 xx zz” tO 
—— 2 2 


— 
— — 


, 11 7 


Chrifl waſhing the Diſciples Feet. 
Wax H E Miracles of the Bleſſed Jeſus were certain 
lndications of his Almighty Power and divine 
2 Miſſion; they were convincive and inſtruc 
tive, and wiſely calculated to manifeſt the Meſ 
ſiah, and declare him good and great. Ihe 
Fathers always believ'd them; and thoug 
the y explain d their Tendency in a uſeful ſpiritual Way, nor 
of chem ever offer d to deny the Facts. That Church whic 
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Chriſt purchas'd with his own Blood; and the great God is 
by Promiſe engag'd to guide into all Truth, has always de- 
pended upon their being actually perform'd ; and none have 
pretended to deny them, but thoſe who have injur'd the 
Fathers by diſhoneſtly quoteing them; and not only without 
Authority, but againſt, as authentick Records, as any Ac- 
tions could ever be ſupported by, have endeavour'd to de- 
{cry them. The unhappy Perſon, chief in fo pernicious a 
Delign, has made his Appearance in our Day: He too much 
like Fudas, betrays him he ſhould have protected and preach'd ; 
he joins in Fewiſh Cruelty, and rather more deſpiteſitil uſes 
his Lord and Maſter: He tortures, miſiepreſents the bleſſed 
Jeſus, and ſo far crucifies him afreſh: He hails, and aſcribes 
Glory to him, whom juſt before he had ridicul'd and revil'ds 
and ſtrives not only to injure their Lord and Head, but 
ſtrikes at the Foundation of the Peace and Hope of every 
private Chriſtian, How little is ſuch a Servant like his hum- 
ble Maſter ? Having view'd the former in a proper Light, 
let us next ſurvey a gracious Saviour, at his Diſciples Feet, 
in the loweſt Poſture, performing the me:neit Offices; by 
Example and Precept preſſing his Followers to Humility 
and Meakneſs; to mutual Acts of the greateſt Affection 
and Condeſcenſion. Being riſen from Supper, the bleſſed 
Jeſus throws off his upper Garment, takes Water in a Ba- 
fon, and a Towel; and, as a Servant, begins to waſh and 
wipe his Diſciples Feet. Several of them had allow'd of it, 
but Peter out of reſpect to his dear Maſter, is unwilling to do 
ſo; till aſſur'd of the abſolute Neceſſity for it, but he now begs 
for what he refus'd before: He dreads nothing ſo much as 
wanting a Part in a Mediator's Merit, and would come into 
any Meaſures to ſecure an Intereſt in Chriſt. Their bleſſed 
Maſter having finiſh'd this condeſcending Work of Love, 
enters into Diſcourſes with his Diſciples, moſt proper to 
his Departure, which was now at hand, and to thoſe ſad 
Sufferings, which were to be the Means of the Separation 
between them and their dear Lord; h- next aſſures them of 
Comfort, and ſufficient Supports in every Duty and 
tam Difficulty they may be engag'd in; prepares them for his 
Vin immediate Death; aſſerts as the Foundation of their Hope, 
TUCY his own Divinity and eternal Exiſtence; enjoins them to 
Mel the utmoſt Affection and Loye for one another, and makes 
Ile many comfortable Promiſes of Acceptance, Bleſſing, and Fa- 
ugly vour, by Virtue of his own Merit, not only to themſelves, 
none but to all thoſe who ſhould hereafrer evidence their Love to 


J Chriſt, by keeping his Commandments, N Its 
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Lord forth in a bloody mangled Condition, to publick vievy; 


but though here was one of the ſaddeſt Sights they could 

oſſibly ſee, an inoffenſive Perſon, moſt ſubmiſſive in the 
Midſt of all his Sufferings and Woe, it only ſerv'd to move 
the prejudiced bigotted Multitude to a more intenſe Degree 
of Rage and Cruelty: They are more inceſſant in beit res 
for Crucifixion ; they'd be ſatisfy'd with nothing leſs than 
Blood ; and though not the leaſt Shadow of Guilt appear'd, 
they will have him die, whom their Leaders had voted de- 
ſerving Death. Pilate could have ſtem'd the Torrent it he 
would; but he that was guilty of ſo much Outrage againſt 
the innocent Jeſus, was reſolv'd not to uſe ſo much as a legal 
Authority on his Behalf, Tf Perſuaſions would have-over= 
ruled their tumultuous, boiſterous Rage, Pilate perhaps might 
have ſet him at Liberty, he had beforeacquitted; but he was 
determin'd not to controul them by his Power, and there- 
fore in Compliance to their Demand, gave Jeſus up to be 
crucify'd, But before this ſervile Act. before he paſs'd the 
unrighteous Sentence, he calls for Water, and in the Preſence 
of the People waſhes his Hands, proteſting that he is inno- 
cent of the Death of that juſt Perſon ; and that if he did die, 
his Blood lay at their Doors: A Declaration vain and weak 
How could this clear him of Guilt, contracted by the deſpe- 
rate Decd done afterwards? Or how could Words render him 
faultleſs, who at the tame Time engages in moſt deteſtabie 
Wickedneſs? But this was ſufficient to ſatisfy his uneaſy 
Mind for the preſent ; and juſtify his Conduct, as he ima- 
gin'd, not only to the Roman Emperor, but the whole 
World ; which undoubtedly was whar he principally had in 
View, when he deſir d the Jews would take the Affair upon 
themſelves ; and this they were ready to do with all their 
Hearts. Pilate could not ask more than they were willing 
to grant: They repeat their Cries for Crucitixion, and are 
for it at any Expence. Let Jeſus be but put to Death, they l 
run all the Riſque of his being innacent, and deſire if he is 
ſo, the Guilt of ſhedding his Blood may not only fall on 
themſelves, but their Children: A dreadful I;mprecation ! which 
ſoon took Place againſt Multitudes of then, by a moiſt gefo- 
lating Execution; and 'tis too much to be fear'd, has lopg 
entall'd an additional Share of the divine Diſpleaſure upon 
their obſtinate, unbelieying Poſterity, 
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UE bleſſed jeſus hiving ſuffer'd in the indignant 
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Manner that has been fully related, and given] a 
up the Ghoſt with the Wicked, is now to make Ic 
his Grave with the Rich. But before his Inter-] q 
ment, he is to be diſtinzuiſh'd in one Particular] t! 

more, from the Malefactors who died with him: Theſe ac] de 
cording to the Roman Uſage, have their Legs broke, to ex-J C 
woguiſh all Remains of Life, and prevent a Recovery; on 
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this Practice, never perhaps, neglected before, is not admitted 
of now. Not a Bone of this holy, Lamb is to be broken; 
this antient Propheſy had foretold; and all powerful Provi- 
dence now appears to make it good. They who had the 
Charge of the Execution, being fully per ſuaded Chriſt was 
dead, look'd upon it as needleſs to break his Legs, and paſs d 
him ; which being obſery'd by a Soldier of the Guard, who, 
tis probable, imagin'd they intended to attempt the bringing 
him to Life again, in his Enmity to the innocent Jeſus, 
ſtruck his Spear into his Side, and pierc'd his Heart; this 
Wound reaching the Pericardium, a Veſſel near the Heart, in 
which the great Author of Nature has placd Water for its 
continua! Refreſhment, the Water follo W- d the Spear; and 
immediately iſſued with the Blood; the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, Blood of infinite Value, of moſt extenſive Influence; 
and which, if rightly applied to, might even have prov'd an 
effectual Atonement for the Wretch that drew it: This was 
the finiſhing Stroke, all were now convinc'd he was really 
dead; and it being the Preparation Day to the Fewiſh Sab- 
bath, or our Friday, they would not allow the Body to re- 
main all Night on the Croſs; upon which Feſeph of Arima- 
thea, a Member of the Sanhedrim, who ſome Time before 
his Death. was become, though privately, a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, now openly avow'd his being ſuch, and goes boldly 
into Pilate, and begg'd the Body of his dear Maſter, Pilate 
com ply'd, and commanded it ſhould be deliver'd: Nicodemus 
now joins him in his kind Intention, and together they pre- 
pare to ſhew their Regard to their deceas'd Lord; they draw 
the Nails that picrc'd his Hands and Feet, and gently let him 
down from the fatal Tree; then having embalm'd'the Body , 
and ſwath'd it in Rolls of fine Linnen, with the yt@noſt So- 
lemnity they depoſite it in a Sepulchre;-in-wtfeh no Corps 
&er lay before; and which Foſeph of Arimathea had built for 
himſelf, in a Garden belonging to Mount Calvary. The holy, 
Virgin, with ſeveral other weeping Friends and Relatives, 
attend; his Funeral JObſequies; which pertorm'd, they leave 
him in the ſilent Tomb, and return to Reſt on the Sabbath, 
according to the Law ; but though they are oblig d thus tu 
leave him, his Remains are the Charge of Beings, which re- 
quire no Relt, Angels now pay their Attendance and Watch, 
till their Lord's Reſurrection is not only accompliſh'd, , but 
declar'd, both of which were early on the Morning of the 


Chriſtian Sabbath, being the third Day after the Crucifixion. | 
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CHuRIsT appearing to Mary Magdalen, 
BEI HOSE who ſow'd in Tears, are now to reap in 

Joy; and they who had follow'd their Lord tc 
the Grave with weeping, are to be of the fir 
# who are favour'd with iuch Aſſurances of hi 
being alive again, as muſt afford them inexpreſſi 


ble Satisfaction ot Sou); make them rejoice in God, and 
Joy in this Rock of their Salvation. The moſt diftinguiſh'd 


ofthis happy Number, is Mar j Magde; The had been great! 
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diſtinguiſh'd before, and largely experienc'd the Grace of 
Chriſt; and ſhe may ſtill find ſhe is the Care of her dear 
Redeemer, who by the Manifeſtation of himſelf after his 
Reſurrection, is giving her the moſt early Proofs of his 
being her all-ſufficient Saviour. Mary Magdalen had been 
at the Sepulchre, when finding the Stone rolled away that 
ſecured its Entrance, and the Body of Jeſus gone, ſhe went 
to carry the Diſciples an Account of both, and return'd ; 
being come back, ſhe ſet down to lament, as ſhe imagin d. 
her loſt Lord. Two of the Diſciples came to ſee if the Story 
ſhe had told them was true, of which being fully ſatisfied) 
they retire: But this affectionate Convert cannot ſo 214 
leave the Place; her moſt precious Treaſure had been depoſi- 
ted there, and the Indications of it raiſed the Tenderneſa 
of her Soul, and prevented her Departure; ſhe ſaw the Lin- 
nen Swaths the Body of her Lord had been wrapp'd in, and 
the __— which bound his Head; ſhe view'd the Space 
where breathleſs he ſo lately lay; and as ſhe view'd, ſhe 
wept; her Knowledge might be imperfect, but her Love 
was ſincere and ſtrong; *twas Jeſus alone that fill'd her Soul, 
and *twas he alone could remove her Sorrow. Two glori« 
fied Beings endeavour'd to do this, but *twas but of little 
Avail till her Lord himſelf appear d. While ſhe was commu- 
ning with thoſe bright Miniſters who paid their Attendance 
at the Sepulchre, to declare the Reſurrection of Chriſt, Chriſt 
himſelf approach'd, and ſtood behind her; turning herſelf 
about, he ask'd the Cauſe of her Concern: Taking him for 
the Gardener of the Place where the Sepulchre ſtood; Mary 
fays to him, as if he had already knowa the Occaſion of her 
Tears, Sir, if thou haſt born him hence, tell me where thou 
haſt laid him. The compaſſionate [eſus, unwilling to keep 
her any longer in Suſpence and Pain, with a Word removes 
both; Mary, ſays Chriſt, and Rabboni is immediately her Re- 
ply ; my Lord, my Maſter, She knew the engaging Accent] 
the heavenly Voice; ſhe was aſlur'd *twas Chriſt that ſpoke 3 
ſhe knew it could be none but him: Thus are all her Fears 
remov'd; her Tears, if any, are now tears of Joy; ſhe has 
all poſſible Aſſurance of the Exiſtence and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt; and proſtrating herſelt at his Feet, ſhe reveres and 
worſhips him as ſuch. She would have given farther Teſti4 
mony of the Continuance and Eſtabliſhment of her Faith 
and Love; but this was Communion not now to be admit- 
ted of; Chriſt therefore diſmiſs'd her in Peace and ſoy, ma- 
King her the happy Meſſenger of good Tidings to his Diſci- 


ples, who were undoubtedly waiting and wiſhing for the like 
Conſolation ſþs had purtook vt, 5 3 CHRIST 
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CuRIST appiaring to his Diſciples. 


ounts did not meet with the Credit 
N | they elend, the News of Chriſt's Reſurrec- 
21 tion ſurpriz'd the Diſciples, but they wanted 
18 ſtill more convincing Proofs of its being real, 
than any Mary Magdalen, or her Aſſociates could 
produce, to depend upon it for ſuch; and theſe their gracious 
Maſter ſoon furniſh'd them with. Ten of them being __ 
ther in a Room, cloſcly ſhut up, for Fear of the FR 
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imperdeptibly enters, and places himſelf in the Midſt: So 
extraordinary and unexpected an Appearance frighten'd them 
they take him for an Apparition, and cry out in Terror 
but their Fears are ſoon over, and Joy ſucceeds; the bleſſed 
Jeſus puts it paſt Diſput. that twas he himſelf, the fame 
who a few Days before they had ſeen mock'd, ſcourg'd, 
and crucify'd ; he ſhews them his Wounds, the Marks the 
Nails and Spear bad left; they handle him, talk with him, 
examine him carefully; and become fully convinc'd, that it 
was not the Repreſentation of Chriſt, but Chriſt himſelf 
that their Lord had taken up the Lite he had laid down, 
was triumphant over Death and the Grave, with all the Pow- 
ers of the infernal World, and ſurviv'd the Cruelty and In- 
dignities of ſinful Man, But the Diſciple Themas, not being 
ſo happy s to be one of this Number, continued longer in 
a Diſtruſt of the Reſurrection, and the ſtrongeſt Evidence his 
Brethren could furniſh him with, was without Avail : He 
was immoveably reſolv'd to give no Credit to any, leſs than 
ocular Demonſtration; and this, eight Days after, his gracious 
Maſter indulges him with. Thomas being then aſſembled 
with the reſt, and the Doors ſhut as before, the bleſſed ſeſus 
enters the Room, with his viual gracious Saluration of Peace 
unto them; when addreſſing himſelt more immediately to 
Thomas, who was ſo hard of Belief, is for gratifymg him 
in every Particular inſiſted on; and not only permits, but di- 
res him to take the Satis faction he defir'd in his own Way: 
Come hither Thomas, ſays Chriſt and put thy Fingers to 
theſe Holes in my Hands; thruſt, if thou wilt, thy Hand into 
t he larger Wound in my Side; and be not faithleſs, bunt be- 
lieving. Thomas is now all Faith and Affection; in a Rapture, 
in an holy Extaſy, he now cries out, My Lord, and my God; 
he recognizes his Sovereignty, aud avouches him tor his 
Saviour; though Thomas's former Incredulity is indeed 
gent!y reprov'd by the blefled Jeſus ; yer it may not be amiſs : 
to obſerve, that it muſt give ꝑ cat Satisfaction to an enqui- 
ring a Mind, to find, that that important Point, the Reler⸗ 
rection of Chriſt, which is ſo much the Foundation of the 
Believers Hopes of eternal!“ ite, was clear'd up in {6 extra- 
ordinary, ſo undeniable a Manner, that there was not the 
leaſt Room lett for Doubt, to even one who before was not 
only moſt diffidert, but abſolutely retolv d, neither to be im- 
pos'd upon by ſpecious Appearances, or give Credit to any 
Thing leſs than Proof which admitted of no Poſſibility of 
being conteſted, : Eh 
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CHrIST at the Sea of Tyberias. 5 
We UR Lord withdrawing now from his Diſc E. 
ES. pls, the next Viſit he makes them, was at thq tu 
Lake of Tiberias, where Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel C- 
of Cana in Galilee, the two Sons of Zebidee, and th 

two other Diſciples not named, were a Fifh]de, 
ing: They had been at it all Night without Succeſs, wheible 
in the Morning Chriſt appear d on the Shore, and in an atjſu 
fectionate Manner ask d them if they had any Meat, to whicſan 
_ they. an{wer'd, No; for they bad told al the Night, anſatt 
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caught nothing ; upon which Chriſt aſſur d them, if they would 
let their Net down on the right Side of the Veſſel, they ſhould 
ind the Benefit of it: This they comply'd with; and to 
their inexpreſſible Surprize they enclos d an exceeding large 
Number of Fiſh; and, which added to the Miracle, though 
the Net was greatly unequal to their Weight, it never broke. 
Theſe Incidents, to Appearance ſo much above the Power of 
Nature, made them immediately conclude whoit was that had 
brought them about; they are certain tis their Lord, and 
hurry to Shore with Joy to ſee him. Being come to Land, 
new Wonders preſent ; and without any human Aid, they 
find a Fire there, with Fiſh broiling, and Bread; a proper 
Preparation for them, who having nothing to eat, muſt by 
this Time be weary and faint with the Fatigues and Dif» 
appointments of an unprofitable Night, Thus in a Way 
moit ſuitable to their preſent Exigence, does their gracious 
Maiter reveal himſelf to the Diſciples, and at once make 
his Love and mighty Power known. Dinner being done, 
the bleſſed Jeſus addrefles him (elf to Peter, and puts a Queſ- 
tion, which Peter's late unhappy Failure had render'd very 
requiſite, Says Chriſt, Simon, Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me 
more than theſe: Peter inſtantly replies, Yea Lord, thou knoweſt 
that I love thee. But this is not yet ſufficiently faticfatory, 
tor though he had faid as much before, yet he afterwards 
three Times denied him: He is therefore engag'd now to 
make a threefold Profeſſion of his Love in Balance to theſe, 
and his Lord renews the Queſtion, till with Grief and Ve- 
hemency of Spirit, Peter appeals to Chriſt himſelf, as the 
omniſcient Being, that he lov'd him, ſincerely lov'd him: 
As theſe Aſſurances had the tacit Witneſs to their Truth 


longer to doubt the Reality of Peter's Love, Our Lord 
Ag then puts Peter upon giving that Teſtimony of his Love 


' Diſci| Evidence of it, and mo? advantageous to his Fellow Crea- 
at thqtures. Feed my Sheep and Lambs, ſays Chriſt, take due 
at hanie Care of the Truſt committed to you; and let the Welfare of 
dee, and that Church I have purchas'd with my own Blood, be your 
a Fiſhſ dear Concern; and in concluſion of the Converſation the 
„ whetbleſſed J-ſus aſſures Peter, that though he was once afraid to 
in an af{ſuffer with him, yet he ſhould be enabled to die for him; 
o whichand having ſeal'd the Truth with his Blood by Crucifixion, 


ght, anſattain the glorious Crown of Martyrdom, 
caugt 


The 


of Jeſus himſelt, the reſt of the Difcivles had no Room any 


for him in his future Conduct, which would be the beſt - 
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glorious Throne at God the Father's Right Hand, where he | 
ever lives to make Interceſſion, and plead the Merit of his | 
Blood on the Behalf of his Church; and from whence 
he will aſſuredly one Day come in the moſt tremenduous 
Manner, gloriouſly attended by the heavenly Hoſts to 
Judge the World; when the Whole of Human Race 
ſmall, at his awful Bar, receive a righteous irrepealable 
Sentence, determining their happy or miſerable future Exiſ- 
tence, ſuitable to what their Behaviour was in this State of 
Mortality. The Captain of their Salvation being now en- 
tered into that Mediatorial Kingdom he'll reign in unto the 
End of Time, the Diſciples, in Obedience to his late Com- 
mand, return from Mount Ollivet to Feruſalem, there to 
await the Coming of the Comforter from on High, which 
their Lord had before his Departure made them the Promiſe 
"Of, Being at Jeruſalem, they repair to the Temple; in an 
upper Chamber of which, Here being ſeveral appointed for 
the more private Devotions of religious Aſſemblies, the Eleven, 
with the Holy Virgin, ſome of her Relations, and other Wo- 
men who uſually attended the Bleſſed ſeſus, continued with 
one Accord in Prayer, and other Acts of Devotion, proper 
to the ſolemn various Tranſactions they had been Witneſs 
to with their Lord; and the further awful Manifeſtations they 
were in Expection of. This Holy Number being increaſed 
by an Addition of more than an hundred Diſciples, Peter 
ſtood up, and propoſed, that from among them one ſhould 
be choſen to ſupply the Place of Fudas the Traytor, and 
compleat the Number of Twelve Apoſtles; which being una- 
nimouſly agreed to as requiſite, they appointed two, of 
which they were by Lot to chooſe one, who having ac- 
company'd with them all the Time the Lord Jeſus went 
in and out among them, might be a proper Witneſs of his 
Reſurrection: Matthias and Fuſtus were the Perſons nam'd 
by the Apoſtles, who having done fo, addreſſed themſelves in 
Pray er to the great Searcher of Hearts, who alone diſpoſes of 
| thc the Lot when caſt, to determine which of the two was moſt 
acceptable to his divine Majeſty; and the Lot falling upon 1H 
Matthia:, be was number'd with the Eleven Apoſtles. =. 
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The Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. 
ls religious Aſſembly continuing their holy 
Sad Sg) e ee, the Day — — belug come, 

they are viſited by the Power from on High, 
which they had been waiting, hoping, and pray- 
na for ; of a ſudden there came a Sound from 
Heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty Wind, which was heard 
through the whole Houſe where they were ſitting; and th. 
' Was inſtantly ſucceeded by an Appearance like Fire, * 
8 ung 
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buy cloven Tongues, which reſting on the Heads of the A- 
poſtles, they were immediately filled with the Holy Ghoſt; 
one Effect of which was their being enabled to ſpeak ſtrange 
2 they had never learnt; and thus are they render d 
capable of that Publication of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
they were immediately to make to a numerous People, of 
different Nations, who, as uſual, at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
were come to*worſhip the true God at Feruſalem. The 
Publick Rumour being undoubtedly increaſed by ſo ex- 
traordinary an Incident, theſe various Worſhippers' flock in 
Multitudes to the now inſpired Apoſtles : Curiofity chiefl 

might lead them thither ; but they are ſoon otherwiſe at- 
fected: They are ſtruck with Amazement, ( Wonder they 
were ſo,) to find a parcel of illiterate Men, mean, perhaps, to 
Appearance, ſpeaking in ten or more differing Languages, 
the wonderful Works of God. Some, indeed, mock'd and 
reviled them; and would have attributed the whole to Dꝛ un- 
keneſs and the Force of Wine; but Peter ſoon convinced 
them, not only of the Wickedneſs of the Suggeſtion; bur: 
through his powerful Arguings accompany'd by the effica- 
cious Influences of the divine Spirit, he, in one Sermon, 
brought over that Day to the Faith in Chriſt, no leſs than 
three thouſind Souls; who being all baptiſed continued ſtead- 
faſt in the Apoſtle's Doctrine and Fellowſhip, in celebrating 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and in Prayer. This 
large Addition to the Church was attended with ſuch other 
wonderous miraculous Performances by the Apoſtles. as 
ſtruck an Awe upon every Perſcn who was Witneſs to, or 
had heard of them; and that great Benevolence to all Men, 
diſcovered by theſe devout Converts, procured them the Good- 
will and Favour of the People, who were alſo enamour'd 
with their Heavenly Converſe ; and that unaffected Picty, 
which appeared through the whole of their Conduct and 


Converſation : To theſe were added the utmoſt Harmony 
among themſelves ; for all that believ d were together, and 


had all Things common: They who had either Goods or Poſ- 
ſeſſions ſold them, and diſtributed to each as every one had 
need; and being daily in the Temple, with one Accord praiſ- 
ing God; and breaking Bread from Houle to Houſe, they 


eat their Meat with Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart; and 


to their great Joy they found Succeſs attending their Endea- 
vours for the Good of the Church, by God's daily adding to 
it ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, | 
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The 2 healed. 


R EAT Grace was now upon the whole Church ; 


of the Reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus ; through 
whoſe Name many Cures and Miracles were 
WAS wrought in a Manner, which nothing leſs than 
an + Almighty Agency could effect: One moſt ' worthy Re- 
mark was on the Body of a poor Man, forty + Years old, 


who had been a * from his Zirth; and was every Day 
la: 


and the Apoſtles gave moſt powerful Evidences 


—— — —— 
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laid at the Gate of the Temple, called the Beautiful Gate, to 
beg for his Subliſtence : This impotent Creature ſeeing Peter 
and John going one Afternoon into the Temple to Prayers, 
askeda Charity: He asked what they had not to give; though 
they give what was infinitely preferrable to what he ask'd: 
He begg'd for a ſmall Matter towards ſupporting his Being, 
ſo dear is the Love of Life, even in the wretched State of 
Poverty and Lameneſs; and his miſerable Condition excites 
their Com miſeration to the greateſt Act of Goodneſs they 
could poſſibly ſhew ; to a Work full of Tenderneſs to the 
human Nature in Diſtreſs ; and which redounded highly to 
the Honour of their Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, The 
ſame compaſſionate Sentiments fill their Breaſts at the ſame 
Time; and both Peter and Fohn bidding the Cripple look up, 
Peter ſays, Silver and Gold have I none; in that Reſpect they 
were as poor, perhaps, poorer than the other; 6:7 ſuch as K 
have, give I thee ; in the Name of ſeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, 
riſe up and wall. This Command is no ſooner given, but 'tis 
obey d: Twas too powerful for all the Diſadvantages the 
diſtorted Limbs lay under to prevent its taking place; the 
Feet and Legs immediately receive Strength, and the helpleſs 
Man, who juſt before could neither go or ſtand, perhaps, 
ſcarce move himſelf, is now walking, leaping, and in all the 
Extaſies of a moſt thanktul Heart, bleſſing and praiting God. 
So extraordinary a Work, and ſo loudly proclaim'd by him 
who had reaped the Benefit of it, drew a large Concourle 


round them, who were to the utmoſt ſurpriz'd at the mi- 


raculous Cure. This the Apoſtles were for making the moſt. 
of to their Advantage; and aſcribing the Glory of what they 
had done to him to whom alone it was due, they embrace 
this Opportunity to preach a crucify'd Chriſt to the People, 


s than 


y Re- 


and not only ſet forth his Death, but publiſh his Reſurrec- 
tion, and that Salvation which was the Purchaſeof his Blood 
nd ſo effectually did St. Peter pre(6 theſe upon their Minds, 
lready touch'd by the Miracles he had wrought, that no leſs 
than two thouſand Souls are brought over to Faith in Chriſt; . 


es old, O 3 5 | Tos 


'y Day]. 


la: 


— 


— 
— 
2225 
—5 
22 
== 
222 
—— 
22 
n — 
nw, 
HEH 
"ITY 
$50.55 _ 
22 — 
— 


— ED 
8 3 2 


1 


= 


nl the Apoſtles were thus addreſſing the 


. People, the envious Sanhedrim ſent the 
Ed Captain of the Temple, an Officer whoſe 
feet ©. Buſineſs *twas to guard the Porches of the 
r iſturb th 
ACTORS Temple, and prevent Diſturbances, with a 
proper Force to lay hold of them; and accor- 
dingly they terz'd both Perer and Fohn, and carry'd them to 
Priſon for that Night, In the Morning they brought them 
to 
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to the High · Prieſt and ſeveral of the grand Council, who were 
aſſembled upon that Occaſion; when, being placed before 
them, they demanded to know by what Power they had 
perform ꝭd that Cure on the impotent Man: To which St. 
Peter, with an holy Boldneſs becoming an Apoſtle, and the 
faithful Servant of his Lord and Maſter, undauntedly anſwer- 
ed; Be it known unto jou all, and to all the People of Iſrael, 
that by the Name of Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye cruc-+ 
yd, and whom God raiſed from the Dead, even by hin; does 
this Man ſtand here before you whole. This full, this brave 
Declarat on aſtoniſh'd and exaſperated their Judges ; and 
tho' they could not but own that a moſt wonderful Work 
had been wrought by them, yet would they have puniſh'd 
them further, if they had dared: But their Fear of the People 
prevented; for all Men rejoyc'd, and . God for that 
which was done: The Council therefore were for the pre- 
ſent obliged to content themſelves with Threatnings only, 
and commanding them not to ſpeak any more, or teach at 
all in the Name of Feſus: But though even theſe, the Apoſ- 
tles were ſo honeſt to let them know, they ſhould not com- 
ply with ; yet they ventur'd no further, than to renew their 
Threatnings, and ſo diſmiſſed them. Though the Num- 
ber of Converts was now greatly increated, their Humanity 
and mutual Benevolence was the ſame as at firſt; They were 
of one Heart, and of one Mind; neither ſaid any of them, that 
ought of the Things which he poſſeſſed was his own; nei- 
ther was their any among them ſuffer'd to want; but ho- 
ever had Poſſeſſions ſold them, and laid the Money at the 
Apoſtles Feet, that the proper and neceſſary Diſtributions 
might be made. But this parting of Wealth among their ne- 
ceſſitous Brethren proved fatal to an unhappy Pair, who un- 
willing perhaps to appear leſs beneficent and kind than others 
had been, and yet preſerve a private Store, made a Conceal- 
ment out of the Produce of an Eſtate, at the Expence of their 
Sincerity and their Lives. Theſe were Ananias and Sappbira, 
who having Land, ſold it; and Ananias brought ſome of 
the Money, and laid it before the Apoſtles for the Whole he 
had received; for which Deceit God ſtruck him dead in an 
Inſtant at the Apoſtles Feet ; and, about three Hours after, 
Sapphira, his Wife, not knowing what had happen'd, mer 
the fame Puniſhment from the righteous Hand of H-aven; 
for ſtanding to, and atteſting the Falſhood her Husband dyd 
tor. 

| St. 


St. SEHEN ſtoned. 

nE Fate of theſe Deceivers ſtruck a Fear through 
the whole Church, and among all that heard of 
it; and highly increaſed their Regard and Awe 
of the Apoffles, who were now in great Eſteem 
among the People: And greatly they deſerved to 


be ſo; for none could be more ſerviceable to them under all 
their Infirmities of Body and Mind, or in the much better I. 
Things of another Life; They laid open to them the my. 
© 
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. theſe two holy Men to Death; 
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of dalvation, and diſplay d the Council of the moſt High. *T'was 
they who werepubliſhing the Peace and Good-will of God, e- 
ven to ſinful Man, through the Blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant; and by the divine Bleſſing on their Labours, Multitudes of 
Men and Women were now becomeBelievers, and added to their 
Lord. The Increaſe of Proſelytes to Faith in Chriſt, and the 
growing Reputation of the Propogators of it, fill now the High- 
Prieſt and Sanhedrim with moreIndignation than ever, and they 
a ſecond Time make Priſoners of Peter and John; but in 
the Night by the Agency of an Angel their God ſets them at 
Liberty, and ſends them a freſh Charge, which early in the 
Morning they enter upon, to go into the Temple, and continue 
their Inſtructions to the People. The Saubhedrim knew no- 
thing of their Deliverance; and being met, they ſend their 
Officers to the Priſon to bring them before them; but to 
their own Surprize, as well as of their Maſters, they found 
the Priſon faſt lock'd, and as well ſecur'd and guarded as it 
ought to have been, but none of the Priſoners they came for 
within. With this Account they go back ; and while the 
Sanhedrim were wondering at what had happen'd, a Perſon 
brought them Word, that the Men they wanted were teaching 
in the Temple: Upon which the Officers went and prevail- 
ed with them to go to the Council; for they were ſtill too 
much afraid to uſe Force with them before the People. Ha- 
ving them once more fo much in their Power, to Threaten- 
ings they add Chaſtiſement ; and having beaten them, ſend 
them away with a renew'd Injunction not to {peakany more 
in the Name of Jeſus. They would have carry'd their Re- 
jentments much farther, having form'd a Deſign to put 

Ft Gamaliel, a Doctor of 
the Law, a popular Man, and in great Repute, interpoſed on 
their Behalf, and perſwaded them from their bloody Purpoſe : 
But though they failed of their Evil Intention at this Time, 
the exaſperated Prieſt ſoon after prevail'd with the bigotted 
Multitude to perpetrate upon one of their moſt diſtinguiſh'd 
Adherents, the Barbarity and Murder they had intended for 


\we 


r all 


etter - 


the Apoſtles themſelves : The prefent Object of their In- 


juſtice and Cruelty was Stephen, a Man full of Faith and the 
oly-Ghoſt, ho had done great Wonders among the People. 
im they apprehended, and having falſly aceuſed and con- 
bemned him for Blaſphemy, even while he was making his 
Defence, they ruſh'd upon him, drew him out of the City, 
nd ſton d him to Death. 
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I TH his dying Breath St. Stephen committ 
his departing Spirit into the Hands of Chri 
and begg'd Pardon and Mercy for his Murdere 
Saul, or Paul, who afterwards made ſo emine 
a Figure in the Church of Chriſt, was now 4 
inveterate Enemy to it, and ſoon an incenſed, an enrag 
Perſecutor of it. He conſented to, and rejoiced in St. S 
phen's Death; but neither his, or the Malice of the 1 
| h OPE 
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ſtopped here; and having taſted Blood in this firſt Martyr 
in the Cauſe of Chriſt, they enter upon Meaſures to draw more, 
and bepin a ſevere Perſecution againſt the poor Chriſtians, 
This Perſecution was indeed the Seed of God's Church; 
for the diſperſed Members of it failed not of publiſhing the 
glad Tydings of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the Knowledge 
of Salvation through the Redeemer, wherever they came, 
Philip, who had been choſen a Deacon of the Church white at 
Feruſalem, went now to Samaria, where extraordinary Suc- 
ceſs attended his preaching : One Inſtance of which was on 
a very remarkable Man, called Simon, who had long dealt in 
Magick or Sorcery ; and by a Diabolical Art had ſo gain'd 
upon the Credulity of the Samaritans, that they took him 
for ſomething more than Man, and called him, The Great 
Power of God: He could not withſtand the Efficacy of Philip's 
Arguings, or the Evidence of the Miracles he wrought ; ſo 
became convinced, believ'd, and was baptiz d. Peter and 
Fokn, going to Samaria to ratify what Philip had done, and 
ſettle the Church; by Prayer and Laying on of Hands procu- 
red to thoſe who believed, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. This, 
Simon, lately the Sorcerer, would have purchaſed an Ability to 
have done, end offer'd them Money: But the Apoſtles are very 
juſtly and highly diſplcaſed, and ſeverely reprimand him for his 
Wickedneſs, in imagining that what was of ſo excellent and ſpi- 
ritual a Nature, and the peculiar Purchaſe of the Blood of 
Chriſt, could be bought with Money, or could be procured 
pon any other Account than the Glory of God, and the Ad- 
ancement of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah; neither of which 
eemed ſo nuch at Sins Heart, as his own Reputation, and 
o gain freſh Credit with the People. Peter and John being 
eturned to Feruſalem, an Angel came to Philip, and bid him 
o towards the South. He inſtantly obey'd; and on the 
Way overtook a Proſelyte Eunuch, who was Treaſurer to 
andace, Queen of Ethiopia, and had been at Feruſalem to 
orſhip. Philip went up to his Chariot, where he heard 
im reading a Part of the Prophecy of Iſaiab, relating to the 
mm mittQuflerivg of Chriſt, The Eunuch read, but underſtood not: 
of ChriF bis the kind Appointment of Heaven ſupply'd,” and Philip, 
lurdereepom that Text, preached to him a crucified Jeſus, . The in- 
 emineÞard Revelation of God's Spirit accompanying this outward _ 
iſcovery, theEunuch believed, and was baptiſed: Upon which 
ilip is by God immediately parted from him, and the Eu- 
\Stich with a joyful Eeart puriued his Journey home. 
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The Converfion of PAUL. 


nE Angel convey'd Philip to Axotus; from 
whence he travelled to Cæſarea, preaching e 
Goſpel at every Town and Village in the Way 
he came to. The Perſecution of the Caurch con- 
| tinuing, Saul Exerted himſelf to the utmoſt in 
Hopes of overthrowing and ſuppreſſing it in its Infancy ; 
and not content to have Forc'd thets poor Members of Chrift's 
Church from out of the Inheritance of their Father's, he went 


£0 
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to the High Prieſt, deſiring of him Letters to the Synagogue 
at Damaſcus, impowering him to bring bound to Ferufalom, 
in order to their being further puniſh'd, whoever among them 
ſhould be found adhering to this new Profeſſion, fo highly de- 
trimental, as Paul imagin'd, to true Religion, and the Wel- 
fare of his Country. Thus with bloody miſchievous In- 
tentions, Paul begins his Journey; and the cruel Commiſ- 
ſion he was charged with had certainly been put in Execu- 
tion, had not Providence appear'd in a moſt extraordinary 
Manner on the Behalf of a poor perſecuted People: Paul 
being now near Damaſcus, he is ſuddenly ſurrounded with 


a Light from Heaven, which threw him to the Ground 


trembling and aſtoniſhed. The glorious Emanation ſtrucł 
with Blindneſs his bodily Eyes, but ſoon opened thoſe of 
his Mind, and diſpelled a worſe a groſſer Darkneſs wichin. 
His Attendants are in the like terrify'd Condition with 
himſelf ; but 'tis he alone the Benefit is intended to: A Voice 
now ſucceeds, which by the Company was heard as an in- 
articulate Noiſe, but by Paul only it is heard ſo as to un- 
derſtand what was ſaid. This Voice reached his Ear and 
his Heart, and ſo ſupernatural an Intercourſe left him no room 
to doubt irs divine Original: He immediately acknowiledges 
Jelus for his Lord ; and, as ſuch, applies to him for the Di- 
rection of his future Conduct. Lord, ſays Paul, what 
wouldft thou have me to do ? Go, ſays Jeſus, into Damaſcus, 
and it ſhall be told thee what thou muſt do. Saul obeys, and 
enters the City, but with different Deſigus to thoſe he firſt 
propoſed: How altered are nis Views and Reſolutions? hows 
thoroughly changed is the Man? He has now no Thirſt of, 
Blood, nor no Deſire to diſtreſs his Fellovy- Creatures; his 
Niſpoſition becomes more like his merciful beneficent Maſe 
ter's ; and he is all Compaſſion and Good-Will to thote 
whom before he would have ruin'd and deſtroy'd. Suitable 
to this happy Alteration is the Reception he finds: Thoſe 
who dreaded his Approach, now meet him with Congra- 
tulations and Joy; and he receives the greateſt Bleſſings from 
the Hands of a Man whom he had an Inclirfation, as well 
as a Com miſſion, to render up to Death: This was Anantas, 
a diſtinguiſhed Diſciple of the Bleſſed Jeſus, who being di- 
vinely impower d, reſtored him to his Sight, and convey'd 
to him the Gifts and Graces of God's Holy Spirit; Where- 
by he became: fully fitted for the important Work of the 
Miniſtry, and for that glorious Figure he afrerwards made 
a the Church of Chriſt. . 
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St. PET PRS Vifton. 
I S- Hiſtory of St. Luke, though it bears ti 


60 Title of the Acts of the Apoſtles in general, 
in Reallity, but little more than what relat 


to St. Paul, and St. Peter, and not a full A 
O Ceount either of their Travels and Condu 

ſo. that tis highly probable, the Whole of the Evangeli 
Performance has not been preſerv'd to our Day. Soon aft 
God, by the Converſion of Paul, had freed the Church 
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ſo inv e terate a Perſecutor, Perſecution ceaſed ; and for a con- 
ſiderable Time a ſettled Tranquility and Peace prevailed : 
During this happy Interval, St. Peter in a Progreſs, wrought 
ſeveral Miracles which highly contributed to the Increaſe 
of the Church, and the Confirmation of former Converts. At 
Lydda St. Peter cured Exeas of a Palſy, which had confin'd 
him to his Bed for eight Years before ; at Foppa, the fame 
Beneficent Apoſtle reſtor'd Tabitha to Life, who having 
been ſeveral Days dead, they were preparing to depoſit in 
the ſilent Grave: Such extraordinary Acts had the deſit'd 
Effect; they were fully known and firmly believed; they 
proved a Conviction not to be withſtood ; and Multi- 
tudes were brought over. by them to believe in Jeſus. 
St. Peter continu'd at Foppa till he received his Lord's 
Command to go for Ceſarea, a City above threeſcore 
Miles from Feruſalem : Now are the glad Tidings of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt to be firſt revealed to the Gentile World; 
and this Apoſtle is to be made the happy Meſlenger of the 
extenſive Goodneſs of the great God towards them. The 
Romans kept. a Body of Men at Caſarea, under the Com- 
mand of one Cornelius, who ſometime before was become 
a Proſelyte to the Fewiſh Religion: He was zealous and 
devout, charitable to the Poor, conſtant in Prayer, one 
that truly feared God, with all his Houſe. This worthy 
Man has a Viſit made him by one of the heavenly Hoſt, 
who, after aſſuring him of God's Approbation and Accep- 
tance, bids him ſend for St. Peter, as the Perſon appointed 
by God to inſtruct and direct him. This Viſion ſurpriſed 
the good Centurion; but he delay'd not to comply with the 
divine Intimation. That St. Peter might not refuſe the In- 
vitation, or diſpute the divine Injunction, he is himſelf vi- 
ſited by the Vilion repreſented above, juſt as Cornelius's Meſ- 
ſengers arriv'd at his Gate: Being retir'd to the Upper Part 

of the Houſe to. pray, St. Peter became an hungry,. and 

while Refreſhments Were preparing for him, he tell into a 

Trance; in which there was preſented to his Imagination, 

the Appearance of a Sheet let down from Heaven ty'd at 

the four Corners, and filed with feveral kinds of unclean 

Beaſts, Birds, and Creeping Things, accompany'd with, a 

Voice; ſaying to him, Riſe, Peter, kill, and eat: To Which 

Peter replying, not ſo, Lord, N] have never enten why Thits 

that is common br unclehn; thete was three Times added, 
What God has eletinfed, that tall not thou common. Upon 
which the Veſt aſcended, the Viſton was at zn End, and 
Peter awoke. P: 2. PETER. 
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PETER delivered out of Priſon. 
HE Meaning of this Viſion was at firſt a 


: — 


Dif- 


fculty with St. Peter, but is ſoon explain'd 
to him; for he was but juſt come out of his 
MI Trance, when the Meſſengers from Cornelius 


with 


thoſe 


——— ———DKhe _ 
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thoſe whom the Fews looked upon as unclean, and had in 
too much Abhorrence. Peter, therefore, receives an imme⸗- 
giate Command from God to go along with them; and 
he pays a ſuitable Obedience: Several of the Church at Foppa 
company him, and in two Days they arrive at Ceſarea. 
Entering the Houſe where Cornelius and his Friends were 
met to await his Coming, Cornelius fell down at his Feet, 
and worſhipped him: Peter ſoon convinc'd him of his Mit- 
take in doing ſo, raiſed him from the Ground, and {et 
him right not only in this Particular, but in the great Affair 
wherein his eternal Salvation was concern'd : But this Inter- 
VIEW Was not an Happineſs peculiar to Cornelius; for ail 
who were preſent entertained the Doctrine Peter deliver d 
with joy ful and believing Hearts; the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
them, and they were immediately baptiz d. The Account 
of this remarkable Tranſaction ſoon reached the Brethren at 
ee 3 and when Peter came among them, they 
accuſe 
rehears'd the whole Affair, and they were then of annther 
Mind ; they not only acquieſced in the divine Diſpenſuion, 
but gave Glory to God, for having extended his Grace, 
granting unto the Gentiles Repentance unto Life; but 
notwithſtandiag fo large a Teſtimony of God's Good- Will 
to a loſt World, none of thoſe who were diſperſed up- 
on the Perſecution, which follow'd the Death of :Srepher, 
for Want of the like Commiſſion Peter received, thought 
fit to declare the glad Tidings of the Goſpel in any Place 
where they came, but to the Tews only. Several of theſe 
Itinerants were very ſuccefstul; and at Anticch, where 
the Diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians, great Numbers were 
brought over by them to a Profeſſion of Chriſt. The Tran- 
quility the Church had for ſome Time enjoy'd, is now broke 
in upon by Aggrippa, Grandſon of Herod the Great, who 
being in Poſſeſſion of the largeſt Part of his Grandiather's 
Territories, aſſumed his Name: Herod to ingratiate himſelf 
with the Fews, began this Perſecution in the forty-thind 
Year of Chrift : He beheaded Fames, one of the Sons of 
Zebedee; and finding this pleaſed the Populace he aid hold 
upon St. Peter, intending to make him the next Sacrifice; 
but God diſappointed him, and the Fews in their cruel Ex- 
pectations : An Ange] opens for him the Priſon Doors, and 
Perer made his Eſcape. 
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d him with breaking the Law: Upon this Pere 
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ETER having got out of Herod's Power? 
W Herod wrecked his Reſentments upon thoſe 
whom he imagin'd were acceſſary to his Diſ- 
appointment; and the Priſon-Keepers, inno- 
cent in that Particular at leaſt, ate by his Com- 
22 mand put to Death; but the Hand of Heaven 

9 ſoon overtakes him, and brings upon him the deſerved Re- 
| compence of Injuſtice, Perſecution, and Blaſphemy : The 
divine Vengeance fell upon Herod-tn the Midſt of his * 
pul? 
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and Vanity, and left him a dreadful Example of God's righ- 
teous Indignation. The Inhabitants of Tyre and Zidon ha- 
ving diſpleas'd _ Herod, he was preparing to revenge the 
Affront; but they ſue in Time for an Accommodation, and 
are admitted to plead the Cauſe in Diſpute, before him. The 
Day for this being appointed, Herod appear'd moſt ſplendid- 
ly apparell'd, and harangued them from his Throne. The 
People to pleaſe the Pride of the vain Monarch, huzza'd him, 
and cried out, Tis the Voice of a God, and not of Man. This 
Herod ſeems to think no more than his Due, and aſſuminga 
Glory which belong'd to God alone, his blaſphemous Self-At- 
tribution meets immediate Puniſhment: The Angel of God 
ſtrikes him with an incurable Diſeaſe ; his Bowels corrupt; he 
is eaten of Worms, and dies in inexpreſſible Pain. With the 
Death of this Perſecutor ended the Perſecution he had begun, 
and the Goſpel gain'd Ground every Day: Paul and 
Barnabas were now moſt ſucceſsful; in every Place where 
they came the Work of the Lord proſper'd in their Hands; 
but the moſt Encouragement they met with, was at 
Antioch in Piſidia, where they in eſpecial Manner became 
the great Apoſtles of the Gentiles. At Antioch many of the 
Jewiſh, but miny more of the Gentile or Heathen Inhabi- 
tants, became Converts to Chriſtianity: This exceedingly 
exaſperated the unbelieving Jews, who rais'd ſuch an Oppo- 
ſition againſt the Apoſtles, asoblig'd them to leave the Place, 
and go for Iconium, where the like Treatment attends them 
to that they had found at Antioch; they fly next to Lyſtra 
and Derbe, Cities of Lycaonia. Their coming to Lyſtra is 
highly beneficialto many, but to none upon Record ſo much 
as to a poor Cripple, who had been ſuch from his Birth: This 
impotent Man without ſo much as applying for any Mercy, 
| receives the greateſt, in his Body at leaſt, that his kind 
Phyſician could give. Paul looking earneſtly upon him, 
ſays aloud to him, Stand upright on thy Feet. The Words 
were no ſooner ſpoke, but they took Effect, and he roſe up; 
wer? leap'd, and walk d. The aſtoniſh'd Croud were ſtrangely 
hoſe | affected with fo ſurprizing an Incident: They immediately 
Dil- | concluded that e Apoſiles could be no leſs than Gods; 1 
inno- and having the Gods, as they imagin d. among them, they 1 
dom - | thought they could do no leſs than facrifice to, and pay them | 
raven divine Honour; and according!y they bring Oxen and Gar- 
q Re-] lands, and come to worſhip: But with no little Difficulty 
The | the Apoſtles prevented them, and being kept from this Piece 
Pomp þof Idolatry, they immediately go upon a much grotler Piece: 
and of Wickedneſs, Paul 
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\ PAUL and SILAS impriſon d. 
1 HAT an Alteration is there immediately pro- 


duced in the Minds of this ſtupid bigotted 
EM Mulitude; thoſe who juſt before they would 


>) 

AY * have ador'd, they now endeavour to deſtroy: 
r bis Change is wrought in their fickle Minds 
by ſome unbelieving malicious Fews, who having follow'd 
the Apoſtles from Antioch and Iconium, ſpirited up the Mo! 
againſt them as Deceivers ; upon which they fell on the! 
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in the moſt outragious Manner; and having ſtoned St. Paul, 
left him for dead: But when the Crowd diſperſed, he roſe 
up without any Appearance of Hurt, accompanied with 
the Brethren till the next Day, and then departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. Having preach'd ſome Time at Derbe, 
they make an other Viſit to the Churches of Liſtra 
Iconium, and Antioch : At the latter Place a Difficulty is ſtart- 
ed by ſome who came out of Fxdea, in relation to Circum- 
ciſion, affirming that none could be ſav'd, unleſs they were 
circumcis'd. And this Notion prevail'd ſo much at Antioch, 
that they would not be ſatisfy'd till the Church of Fernuſa- 
lem had determin'd the Matter: Accordingly Paul and Bar- 
nabas, with ſeveral of the Brethren went up for their Deciſion, 
and to the no- little Joy of the Church at Antioch, return'd 
witha Sentence in favour of thoſe whooppos'd Circumciſion» 
Having continued ſome Time in the Work of the Miniſtry 
at Autioch, Barnabas choſe Mark to accompany him, and 
{ail'd for Cyprus; and Paul, with Silas as his Aſſiſtant, 
departed, in order to viſit all the Churches in Syria and 
Cilicia. Being at Thyatira, a City of Macedonia, freſit 
Bonds and Afflictions abide them: In this City they are 
met by a Damſel, poſle(s'd with a Spirit ot Divination : 
Paul commilerating the calamitous Condition this unhap- 
py Woman was in, diſpoſſeſs'd the evil Spirit that ſhe 
was under the Influence of. This Maiden brought much 
Gains to her Maſters, by her Capacity for Divination; but 
all their Hopes of future Advantage by her are nov at an 
End; they incenſe therefore the People againſt Paul and 
Silas; and the Magiſtrates taking Part with the former, they 
ſcourge the Apoſtles ſeverely, throw them into Priſon; 
and to prevent their Eſcape, make their Feet faſt in the 
Stocks. Thus they mangle and fetter their Bodies, but they 
cannot load or confine their Minds: Theſe ſoar not above 
the Battlements of a Priſon only, but above Earth, to Hea- 
ven, and aſcend to the Throne of God. At Midnight they 1 
are awake; they pour out their Souls in Prayer to the great | 
pro-JJehovah, and in the Midſt of Sufferings, look upon it their 
otted]Happineſs to be thought worthy of Shame for the 
vouldl Name of a latg crucify d, and now a perſecuted Jeſus: Their 
ſtroy Prayers find their Way; and they have a ſuitable and imme- 
MindsJdiate Anſwer; nor Doors, or Bars, or Bolts, are of any A- 
ſowedſvail; God awefully appears on their Behalf, the Priſon Doors 
e Mohffly open, every Man's Bands are looſed, and an Earthquake 


; thernſmakes the Foundations of the Priſon ſhake, and the Keep- 
mers Hearts to tremble, | Paul 
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Paul pleading before Ananias. 
HE extraordinary Surprize ſuch extraordinary 
Events threw the Priſon-Keeper into, had like 


T to have prov'd fatal to him; in his Fright he 
280 © drew his Sword, and was for killing himſelf, 

RESP: imagining his Priſoners had made their Eſcape: 
But St. Paul prevented the deſperate Deſign, by calling out 
to him, and aſſuring him they were all there. This imme- 
diately gave him auother Notion of his Priſoners _— 
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had had before; his ſavage Nature is in a Moment 
chang'd, and he is now a Supplicant to thoſe whom he 
had treated with Cruelty and Scorn; He call'd for a 
2 came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and ſaid, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſav d? His Re- 
queſt is inſtantly anſwer'd; notwithſtanding the unkind 
Treatment they had met, they ſhew unto him the 
Way of Life moſt freely; Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


{ay they, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, This himſelf and his 


Family were by the Spirit of God, which alone could do 
it, enabled to comply with: He and all his Houſe bcliey'd, 
and were that Night all baptiz'd, In Honour to the 
Chriſtian Religion let us obſerve what an Alteration it 
makes to the Advantage of the human Nature: He that a 
few Minutes before was a hard-hearted, and for any Thing 
that appears to the contrary, a mercileſs Gaoler, is now 
a compaſſionate beneficent Friend; he waſhes the 
Stripes he had before left to ganger, if they would; and 
gives Food and Refreſhment to thoſe in his own Houſe, 
whoſe Feet he had ſo lately confin'd in the Stocks, and 

who cover'd with Stripes, and oppreſs'd, perhaps, 
with Hunger, he had allow'd to ſuffer in a Dungeon. In 
the Morning the Magiſtrates diſcharg'd them, and they went 
for Theſſalonica : Here they met with ſo much Oppoſition, 
that in a few Days they departed for Berea, the Inhabitants 
of which were much more to be commended than thoſe of 

Theſſaloxica, in that Multitudes believ'd, being convinc'd 

not by the Preaching of Paul and Silas only, but by find- 

ing, from a ſtrict Search of the Scriptures, that what they 

deliver'd was agreeable to the reveal d Will of God. Great 

Succeſs attended St. Paul's Miniſtry ; but in all Places 

where he came, Perils and Dangers attend him. After 

a long Abſence, great Fatigues, and Sufferings, St. Paul 

arrives at Feruſalem; and here a new Scene of Affliction 
begins, which has but very little Intermiſſion, till Death put 

an End to all his Trials and Sufferings in the Grave. Paul 
is apprehended under Pretence of having ſeduced the People, 

and polluted the Temple; and after being ill us d by the Po- 
pulous, is committed to Priſon, He attempted a Defence; 
but the Rage of the Multitude prevented it having the de- 
ſerv d Effect; ſo the Captain of the Temple ſent him to the 
Caſtle, and the next Day he was brought down in Judgment 
before the Council, in which Anauias the High Prieſt pre- 
ſided. 
7 Se. Paul 
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l being at the Bar, begins to ſpeak for 


himſelf, and that which in ſuch a Conjunc- 
ture might reaſonably be allow'd, 1s de- 
nied to him: He would plead for Inno- 
| cence of the Fact he ſtood accus'd of, by 
0 aſſerting the Integrity and Uprightneſs of his 
| paſt Life; and for this his unjuſt Judge commands him to 
h be ſtruck in the Face, Such injurious Uſage is Juity ar 
| ent 
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ſented by Paul; and he bravely Gays to his partial Judge, 
God ſhall ſmite thee, thou whited Mall; for jitteſt thou 10 


judge me after the Law, and commandeſt me to be ſmitten 


contrary to the Law? This to a High-Prieſt, ſome Perſons 
preſent thought a too-ſevere Return, and put Paul in Mind 
that he ſbould not revile the Ruler of his Peop'e ; but Paul 
had too juſt a Notion of Liberty to be of th ir Sentiments: 
He knew as well as they did, that Ananias fill'd the 
High-Prieſt's Office; but he ccniider'd him now only as 


a Tyrant; as one who had, by breaking the Law, forfeited | 


his Right to the exalted Station; and his Anſwer plainly 
intimates as much; I wiſt not, Brethren, ſays Paul, that he 
was the High-Prieſt; that is, I allow him not to be fech; I 
don't regard him as ſuch : He has broke in upon thoſe Rights 
and Priviledges he ſhould hade been the great Protector of ; 
and has forfeited his Claim to our Obedience and Reſpect. 
Paul finding what a ſort of Judge he had to deal with, de- 
clines all further Defence: He was ſenſible, let him now 
fay what he could, twould avail him but little; he there- 
fore took a ſhorter and a wiſer Method ; and percetving 
that the Auditory were Part Phariſees, who believed a fu- 
ture State, and Part Sadducees, who entirely denied one, 
Paul cry'd out, I am a Phariſee, the Son of a Phariſee; of the 
Hope and Reſurrection of the Dead I am called m queſtion, 
This had the deſired Effect; the Phariſees immediately ta- 


- king his Part, the Sadducces oppoſe them, ſo that a Tu- 


mult was raiſed ; and the commanding Officer, fearing Paul 
might be killed in the Diſpute, ſent a Party of Soldiers, 
who took him from them by Force, and®carried him to 
the Caſtle, This Diſappointment of his Enemies increaſes 
their Rage; and now no leſs than forty of them bind them- 


ſelves by an Oath, neither to eat or drink till they bave 


Kill'd him: But the Almighty is ſtill his Defence: Their 
bloody Deſign is diſcovered; and by the Favour of Clau- 
dius Lyſias, the chief Officer, who ſav'd him from the Hands 
of the Mob, Paul is a ſecond Time delivered from the 
Hands of his Murderers ; in Safety conducted to Cæſarea, 
and delivered over to the Power of Fa/ix, Procurator of 


Five Days after this, Azanias, with feveral Mem- 


ers of the Sanhedrim, arrive at Cæſarea, to carry on their 
Profecution againſt Paul, and 3 brought before Felix, 
he is put upon his Tryal. His Accuſers could make nothing 


out againſt him, that could effect his Lite, or ought to have 


effected his Liberty; however, Falix thought proper to 
| contin. \ 
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continue him in Cuſtody on the trivial Pretence, that lie 
muſt ſee Claudius Lyſias, before he could come to a final 
Determination in the Affair. This was the Pretence; but 
the true Reaſon was in the Governor's ſordid Temper ; he 
expected a Bribe to let Paul go; and though he often ſent 
for him, and talk'd with him in a ſeeming friendly Manner ; 
vet finding no Money come, he would not want Cauſe to 
keep him a Priſoner for no leſs than two Years ; and even 
then, being turn'd out of his Government by Nero, he de- 
liver'd Paul up in Bonds to his Succeſſor Portius Feſtus. 
'And now the latent Malice of his Enemies takes freſh Vent, 
and they are reſolv'd to try what they can do with the 
new Governor. At their Requeſt Feſtus gives them a Hear- 
ing, which had like to have been more to their Moitifica- 
tion than that before Felix; for, in all Probability, Feſt us had 
acquitted and entirely freed him, but thar Paul was induced 
to appeal to Ceſar, to prevent his being carried back to be 
try'd, as he apprehended, at Feraſalem; a Place that had like 
to have proved fatal to him before, and where he could 
expect nothing but the utmoſt Injuſtice and Cruelty. Soon 
after this Appeal of Paul to Ceſar, Agrippa who ſuc- 
. cceded Herod, as Tetrarch of Galilee, with Bernice his Siſter, 
came to Cæſarea to ſee Feſius ; when Feſtus acquainting 
them with Paul's Affair, they deſired to hear him: 
This they were the next Day oblig'd in, and he is brought 
out rather to ſatisfy the Curioſity of King Agrippa, than 
in a judicial Way ; for as he had appeal'd to Cæſar's Judg- 
ment Seat, to Rome he mutt go; none nearer could acquit 
or condemn him. Paul at the Intimation given him by 
King Agrippa, enters now upon his Defence, or rather a 
Relation of the whole Conteſt between him and his Per- 
(ecuters ; with an Account of his Converſion to Chriſtiani- 
ty, and other Incidents previous to it, which were neceſ- 
{ary to a full, a faithful Recital of the whole Matter. What 
St. Paul deliver'd had its Energy and Weight with all who 
heard him; but none ſeem'd ſo much affected as King A- 
grippa: He openly declares, that Paul had almoſt per ſwaded 
I to be a Chriſtian; but this was Matter of little or no 
Surprize to St. Paul; his arguing of Righteouineſs, Tem- 
perance, and a judgment to come, had before made a Felix 
4aremble Could he indeed have brought the King o- 
ver to Faith in Chriſt, twould then have been much more his 
Advantage, thin the mere ſatisfying his Curiofity could poſ- 
'fibly kaveprov'd;:but it could not be, and we hear no more 
of the Matter, St. Paul. 
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St. PAUL Shipwreck d. 
T. Paul having done, the Aſſembly riſe, and they 
all agree in his Innocence; and that, in a word, 
he might have been ſet at Liberty, had he not 
appeal'd unto Ceſar; but having done ſo, he is 
now, with other Priſoners, put under a Guard, 
and on board a Ship for Italy. This was a Veſlel belong- 
ing to Adramytium, a Sea-Port of Mia; in which, after 
a Jangerous Paſſage, they arrive at Myra, a Port of Lycia; 
* Q 2 were 
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where Julius, who had the Charge of the Priſoners, reeen- 
barked with them on board a Ship belonging to Alexan- 
dria, and bound for Italy. If on board the former Veſſel 
they are in Difficulties and Dangers, chey prove much 
more ſevere ones on board of this; for after a continued 
Storm for fourteen Days together, and an almoſt hourly 
Expectation of being caſt away, they are at length Ship- 
wreck d upon the Iſland of Melita, now called Malta; where, 
however, as Paul had before told them, they got ſafe on 
Shore, ſome by ſwimming, others on broken Pieces of the 
Ship, being in the whole two hundred ſeventy and ſix Souls. 
The Inhabitants of Alalta treated this poor ſnipwreck d Com- 
pany in a very hoſpitable Manner; and that they might not loſe 
the Benefit Providence ſeems to have intended them, by ſend- 
ing ſo conſiderable a Perſon as St. Paul, he is ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed in a remarkable Manner: A Viper, forced by the 
Heat from among ſome burning Wood, made towards him, 
and faſten'd on his Hand: This they immediately look upon 
as a Miniſter of Vengeance. They take Paul for a Mur- 
derer at leaſt, and expect every Moment to ſee him ſtruck 
dead: But they are ſoon of an Opinion, as much in the Ex- 
tream an other Way; and Paul having ſhook off the vene- 
mous Creature into the Fire without any Damage to him- 
ſelf, they inſtantly conclude that he is a God: But though 
St. Paul undoubtedly convinced them, that he was but a 
Man, yet he ſoon let them know what ſort of a Man he 
was; and to make the Return in his Power for the kind 
Treat ment they had met with, Paul firſt cured the Gover- 
no1's Father of the Bloody Flux, and then all in the Iſland 
who came to be healed, of whatever Diſtemper they had : 
Having ſtay'd three Months at Malta, they once more ſet 
Sail for Italy, and in Safety arrived at Rome, ſeveral of the 
Brethren coming out of the City to meet them as far as A- 
pii-Forum and the Three-Taverns; a Town ſo called, which in 
Conſtantine's Time, became a famous City and an Epiſcopal 
See. Being at Rome, Julius delivered all his Priſoners to 
the Captain of the Guard, except Paul, who was allow'd 
to live in a Houſe he hired, with only one Soldier to guard 
him. In this Situation he continued two Years, ſucceſs- 
fully preaching the Goſpel among the Gentile or Roman Wor- 
ſhippers. Being ſer at Liberty, he went into Spain and other 
Parts of the Weſt, when returning to viſit the Church. he 
had planted at Rome, he ſealed his Teſtimony to the Truth 
with his Blood, and died a Martyr in the Cauſe of Chriſt 


about ten Years after his firſt Coming thither, The 
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Glorious Majeſty of CHRIST. 
Ro the Tranſitions of this valuable Servant 
ve are, by the Courſe of the Hiſtory, led to the 
more immediate Diſcoveries his Great Maſ- 
ter made to his equally valuable, faithful, beloved 
Servant and Diſciple ohn: Theſe are what we 
have under the Title of The Revelation of St. John the Divine; 
or, as *tis alſo called, The Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, The Wri 
ter of this Book is now univerſally allow'd, and with the 
utmoſt Probability, to have been St, Fohn the Evangeliſt, 


= though 
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tough this was formerly conteſted, as was alſo the Admittin 
of his Performance intothe Sacred Canon; but theſe Difficul- 
ties being long ago got over, ve are at Liberty to enter upon 
the hiſtorical Part, as it ſtands befors us. St. ohn being ba- 
niſhed into the Iſle of Patmos, one of the Cyclades, by Bomi- 
tian the Emperor, as has been taken Notice of before, was, 
on a Lord's Day, being alone, under very extraordinary In- 
fluences of the Spirit of God; ſuch as ſeem requiſite to pre- 
pou him for the following extrordirary Viſitation: A Voice as 
oud as the Sound of a Trumpet, delivers to him this awful 
Declaration and Charge: I am Alpha and Omega, the Firſt 
and the Laſt ; or which is the ſame, I am God eternal; what 
thou ſeeſt write, and ſend to the Seven Churches of Alia, 
wich thou has planted. Upon this St. Fohn turned to the 
Part the Voice procceded from ; where, to his vaſt Surprize, 
he beheld the Viſion repreſented above : One like the Son 
of Man, he ſees in the Midſt of ſeven Golden Candleſticks. 
He 1s cloathed with a Garment down to the Feet, and girded 
round his Breaſts with a Golden Gitdle 3 his Head and his 
Hair were white as Snow, his Eyes like a Fiame of Fire, 
his Feet ſhining like burniſh'd Braſs, and his Voice like the 
Sound of mighty Waters: In his Right-Hand were ſeven 
Stars, a to. edg'd Sword came out of his Mouth, and his 
Countenance was bright as the Sun in his. full Strength, 
This amazing Sight ſtruck. St. ohn with fo great Aſto- 
niſkmen*, that he fell down before it, like one bereav'd of 
Lite; but he is ſoon reftord to a Capacity of receiving the 
great Diſcoveries that are now to be made to him, by 
the Perſon who is to make them: This glorious Perſon 
came, laid his Right-Hand upon him, and diſpell'd his Fears, 
telling him at the fame Time who he was, and what he 
would have him do; I am, ſays our Lord, the Firſt and the 
Laft, that is, I am God; and I am alſo the Meſſiah, the Anoint- 
ed of God; I am he that liveth, and was dead, and who lives 
for ex er more; I Have Power over the inviſible World; Death 
and Hell are at my Command, do thou therefore obey the Di- 
rections I give thee ; ad write what thou haſt ſeen, and what 
ſhall be further reveal'd to thee. And that St. John might 
more fully comprehend the Meaning of the Repreſentation 
gat had been made to him, Chriſt tells him that the ſeven 
Stars which he beheld were the Biſhops or Miniſters of the 
ſeven Churches of 4%, and the ſeven golden Candleſticks 
were the yen Churches themlelves. 


A Glorious 
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ND now the Belov'd Diſciple recei ; 
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Condition each of them were in. This Part being finiſh'd, which 
wholly related to the militant State of the Church of Chriſt 
on Earth, St. John is favour d with the pleaſing View of its 
refulgent triumphant State above: Attending the Commands 
and Pleaſure of his Lord, the Evangeliſt ſaw, as it were, a 
Door open in Heaven, from whence proceeded a Voice, 
ſaying, Come up hither, and I will ſhew thee Things which muſt 
be hereafter. Upon which he was in Viſion inſtantly carried 
thither; and to his Apprehenſion a Throne was ſet in Hea- 
ven, on which a glorious Perſon appear'd, of the Colour of 
a Jaſper and Sardine Stone; above the Throne was a Rain- 
bow, to Sight hke an Emerald; and round the Throne were 
four and twenty Elders fitting in white Rayment, and 
crown'd with Crowns of Gold; out of the Throne proceed- 
ed dreadful Thunderings, Lightenings, and Voices; and be. 
fore the Throne were the ſeven Spirits of God, or the Spirit 
of God; Seven ſuppos'd to denote the incomprehenſible Perfec- 
tions and various Operations of the Holy Spirit; theſe look'dlike 
ven Lamps on Fire; and a Sea of Glaſs, or a Multitude of Peo- 
ple brought in judgment thither. At proper Diſtances near this 
Throne, appear'd four Creatures, with each ſix Wings, and full 
of Eyes, denoting that excellent Wiſdom they were endow'd 
with by God, whoſe everlaſting and perfect Happineſs they 
inceſſantly celebrate: Theſe Creatures had the Faces of a 
Lion, an Ox, a Man, and an Eagle, which were the four 
Enſigns of the 1/raelitiſh Standard. When theſe ſang their 
Hallelujah, and aſcrib'd Honour and Thanks to him who ſat 
on the Throne, the four and twenty Elders fell down before 
the divine Majeſty, and caſting their Crowns at his Feet, faid, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and 
Fower, for thou haſt created all Things, and for thy Will and 
Pleaſure they were and are created. In the Right-Hand of the 
Majeſty on the Throne, there now is ſeen a Book written 
within and without, and ſeal'd with ſeven Seals; upon which 


a powerful Angel appears, and with a mighty Voice makes this 


Proclamation, Who, ſays he, is worthy toopen this Book, andlooſe 
the ſeven Seals thereof. This was a Demand no Man in Heaven 
or on Earth could come up to; no Creature in the World could 
be found that could open or read the Book, or was ſoworthy, 
as even to look thereon. This unworthy State of human Na- 
ture drew Tears from St. John, and he was in much Affliction, 
till one of the Elders rcliev'd him from it, by aſſuring him, 
that the Lionof the Tribe of F#udah, Chriſt, who according 
to the Fleſh, was of that Family, was able to open the Book, 
aud looſe all its ſeven Seas. The 


* 
i! 


of the 


12% 


PF EPL 
> 7, 2222 


J - - 
N LEES 
_ — 
* —- . 
3 
— 
44: 
4-4 * 


7 72 of four Horſes Heir 
Riders. 


HIS was an Aſſurance St. ohn ſoon found 
made good; and this Lion, of the Tribe of 
Fudah, he now beholds in the Milf, before the 
Throne, as a Lamb that had been flain, 
having ſeven Horns and ſeven Eyes, which 
ſignify the Perfection of Power and Wiſdom: This Lamb 
advanc'd, and took the Book; which he had no ſooner 
done, but the four living Creatures, and the four and 
twenty 
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twenty Elders fell down before him, ſinging this new 
Song: Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the Seals 
thereof, for thou wert ſlain, and has redeemed us to God by 
thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 
Nation. Theſe thankful Acclamations were immediately fol- 
low'd by thoſe of an infinite Number of the heavenly Hoſts, 
and every Being that liv'd on Earth, who together aſcribe all 
Worthineſs, Bleſſing, Power, Honour, and Glory unto him 
that ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. When theſe Attributions were over, this all- pre- 
vailing Lamb enter'd upon the great Work, and having open d 
the firſt Seal, a white Horſe came forth, and one upon him, 
who had a Bow in his Hand, and a Crown on his Head, 
to whom Power was given to go out and conquer, This 
is generally allow'd to refer to the Captain of our Salvation 
himſelf, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who now appears in Token 
of Triumph on a white Horſe, and goes out conquering, 
and to conquer; that is, as he ever has been victorious, ſo in 
every future Age he will be victorious, and prevail either by 
the Converſion of his Enemies, or their final Deſtruction. 
This Rider ſeems to be the Herald of Peace, and to offer 
good Terms, if they may be accepted. We may conſider 

im as the Publiſher of the everlaſting Goſpel, of which a 
Tender is ſuppos d to be made, and rejected before the 
deſolating Judgments take Place, which are figured out 
by the three following Appearances. 'The fecond Seal 
being loos'd, a Red Horſe appear'd, and to him who fat 
thereon was a Sword given, and Power to take Peace 
from the Earth, and engage the Inhabitants to deſtroy 
one another. 'The third Seal broke open, a Black 
Horſe iſſued with a Rider, who had a Pair of Scales in his 
Hands, and upon whoſe coming out, a Voice crFd aloud, 4 
Meaſure of Wheat for a Penny, and three Meaſures of Barley 
for a Penny, and ſee that thou hurt not the Oil aud the Wine. 
As theſe were Significations of War and Famine which be- 
fel the Jewiſh State, and are thought chiefly to relate to that, 
is the fourth Horſe of Peſtilence and Death. The fourth 
Seal being open d, a Pale Horſe appears, and the direful Spec- 
tre upon it is Death follow'd by Hell: This has a Commiſ- 

ſion to deſtroy by the Sword, wildBeaſts, a Dearth, and the 

Phgue; and the dreadful Effects of all theſe has offending 


#dah ſince fatally experienc'd, and all the Contemners ot 


God's Covenant ſhall, ſuitably to their Circumſtances, as fa- 
tally experience. 
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The Opentn of the Bottomleſs Pit. 


IT, HOSE who have been receiv'd the beſt Inter- 


45 | preters of the Revelations, never ſet up for in- 
Me 1. fallible Diſcoverers of the Secrets they contain; 
* they never pretended to go beyond Probability in 
Ion their Expoſitions. We have in the Revelations, 
a S. ophecies deliver'd in {uch Clouds and Darkneſs, that *tis . 


« fa- | unlikely, may continue impenetrable till the Times of 
Fir Fulfilment are at hand; and, this, thoſe worthy. Men 


The ſeem 
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ſeem to have been ſufficiently appriz'd of. To join then 
with them who are allow'd to have come the neareſt in their 
Conjectures to the Meaning of the great Revealer, is the ut- 
moſt, as Hiſtorians, ought to be expected from us. Tis 
13 allow'd that ſeveral of theſe Predictions have already 

een in part fulfill'd, and ſome wholly ſo; but that others of 
them refer entirely to diſtant Periods, and are ſuch as Ages 
to come muſt be witneſs to: Though none ſhould take 
upon them abſolutely tojdetermine in either Caſe, or even ad- 
mitting theſe to have had ſuch an Accom;1 ſhment, whether 
they may not have a farther Reference, and be handed down 
to us as the Meaſure of the great God's ſtill- intended Dealings 
with his Church, and with thoſe who are the Enemies of 
it; therefore, however we have apply'd the Viſions alrea y 
deſcrib'd, or may apply thoſe behind, we are to be conſi- 
cer'd only as giving the approv'd Opinion, and diſcharging 
the Duty of a faithful Hiſtorian. The fifth Seal being o- 
pen'd, the Viſton is varied, and, as it were, under the Altar, 
St. John now {ces the Souls of thoſe who had ſeal'd their 
Teſtimony to their Profeſſion with their Blood, having died 
Martyrs in the Cauſe of Religion, and for a ſtedfaſt adhering 
to the Word of God: Theſe cry for Vengeance againſt their 
bloody Perſecutors, and are comforted with an Aſſurance of 
it. At diſſolving the fixth Seal, a ſtill more awful Scene 
preſents: An Earthquake enſues, the Sun becomes black, and 
the Moon like Blood; the Stars fall, a Whitlwind riſes, a! 
Degrees of Perſons are in the utmoſt Conſternation ; and 
Le univerſal Horror takes place, as ſhall uſher in the laſt 
Day, the great Day of God's Wrath, and ſhall ſeize upon 
thoſe harden'd impenitent Sinners, who will then be the 
dreadful Objects of a righteous Indignation. St. John ha- 
ving had the deſign'd Judgments of God againſt his Ene- 
mies thus laid before him, he is next comforted in Vifzon 
by a lively Repreſentation of God's peculiar Care of his 
own People, aud the Methods intended for their Preſerva- 
tion, in the Midſt of the foretold Calamities and Deftruc- 
tion. This being over, the ſeventh Seal is loos'd, when to 
the ſeven Angels attending God's Throne, were given ſeven 
Trumpets; but before they made any Uſe of them, an eighth 
Angel appeared with a Cenſer filled with Incenſe, to be 
offer'd with the Prayers of the Saints; who having fill'd 


his Cenſer with Fire from the Altar, caſt it on the Earth, . 
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which inſtantly produced Lightenings, Thunderings, Voices, he £ 


and an Earthquake, A 


„ rhe 


— 


— 


. 


. 
F en 


he 


ren 
hth 
be 
Id chird Part ot the Land. The ſecord Angel ſounded, and 
th, Þ:Body of Fire, like a burning Mount ain, was thrown into 
ces, ne Sea, which KkilFd a third Part of the Fl, turn'd a third 


© SS „„ 
>, FR RSS TEC 
EET EE EEE NED 
23 


- 
.. 
—* 2 2 9222.2 


S040 % „ 
e 
ID IU  LLALLEILSSDSSSICOOEST 
r 
. 


* * 
1% 


—_— 
r 


— 22 2 
22 + 
>» + + 
,+ + >» -* 
* © 
CREED 
+ 4 - 


— 2—*2ù 
_— — 
- 


- 
22 4 
00 S202 2000 - - ©. ©, - * 
rr TAS SE, © 7TH * 
r ee 70 GE oo AI 
. * pd Sv + 
SS + 4 
- "I ACA” TONS” (a ESESS” Fen 
E ⅛ _[_ DD , , , . 
— - eee r 
r r 


= ID 35” Mt. 6, e 
—_ 222 22 8 ANI Na U WI , T. —— — LS Tr 


— 2 


- „„ 
— - - 
— 


Wi 


7 4 - 
oc" 186 . 
. 
* * 
* x " 1 * 
WWW | — 22 1 T = 
14 — - - 2 
>. . * o * — — 
1 „ . g 0 - 0 5 * 2 ++ C — 
oy / — 22 - * ”—_—— - - 
a — — - 8 
= JE YA) : f . - 2 — — - 5 4, 6 b<+ ++ — 
JJ 1 22 2 - *&* — = — = # , + eee 4 
$ W \ i OE —E „% „ „ — > . 4% n 22 
* — / 4 2 — — — . Sa ; 
— 4 / * * 2 2 © — = „ 2 
8 > 1 / 4 - * * — os — ” by — 
\ — . 
%% 4 * * 1 — 7 2 Dr 
\ % ; # — * 
- \ J ; V/ ; 4 - — - —— — 8 - 2 » - 37 
— ＋ — - *- * l 
© N A, Do «a 1 127 — 2 
k _ * 5 * 
II > > — . P TH - , 
- \\ — - — — 2 . 
ko —— - 4 A — 7 _ 
* _ i — 5 | 13 L * 
. - — ——=— 1 22 
- l / 702 
—— , . b 
_ — 8 * 


rr 
* 3 


SST 
« — 
* r 
o - 
— 
— 


ALE 
ALLEN p 8 


"WH 


mm 


TYTEFEY 


n 
r SOIT] 
3 - 


72272275 


i n 


LY 


Ly 134 IN 4 ” 


N 
| 
% 
% 


i {8 


| {i\ . 


\ 


may 


—— ſ— — 


A 5 75 Ange! extraordinarily array d. 


HE ſeven Angels who had Trumpets given to 
them, now prepare to diſcharge their Commii- 
ſions. The firſt ſounded, and a terrible Tempeſt 
fol ow'd, of Hail, Fire, and Blood; which burnt 
-up the Graſs, deftroy 'dthe Trees, and laid w aſe 
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Part of the Sea to Blood, and ruin'd a third Part of the Ships, 
The third Angel blew his Trumpet, and there fell from Hea- 
ven a Star, burning like a Torch, which ſo poiſon'd the 
Rivers and Fountains of Water, that Multitudes died by 
drinking of them. The fourth Angel ſounded, and a third 
Part of the Sun, Moon, and Stars became dark; and an An- 
gel flying through the Air proclaim'd with a loud Voice, 
Wee, Woe to the Inhabitants of the Earth, becauſe of the Fudg- 
ments which are yet to take place, The fifth Angel blow'd 
kis Trumpet, and i Star fell from Heaven, to whom was 
given the Key of the Bottomleſs Pit; and upon his opening 
of it, ſuch a Smoke iſſued, as darken'd the Air; which was 
accompanied with Locuſts as dreadful as Scorpions, who 
had Power given them to become the terrible Inſtruments 
of divine Vengeance to a wicked World. Upon the ſound- 
ing of the ſixth Trumpet, St. ohn heard a Voice from the 
four Corners of the golden Altar, which appear'd to him be- 
fore the Throne of God, ſaying to this ſixth Angel, Looſe the 
Four Angels which are bound in the great River Euphrates. 
Theſe being accordingly loos d, ſet ſor ward at the Head of in- 
numerable Hoſts, fully furniſh'd with all the dreadful Inſtru- 
ments of War to execute upon the Nations round the Fudg- 
ments threats, Theſe Vilions are generally allow'd to re- 
ter to Incidents already paſt, and are chiefly thought to re- 
late to the great Change which happen'd in the Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtic?] State of the Fews; to the Subverſion of their Con- 


ſtitution, the Corruption of their Manners, their Hereſies in | 


Relizion, the Defection of their Governors and great Men 
in Church and State, and their Deſtruction and final Over- 
throw by the Romans. The looſing the four Angels in the 
Euphrates, is piincipally look'd upon to denote the ſetting 
up of the Mahometan State, and the infinite Havock after- 


wards made by the Followers of Mahometr in the Roman or 


Grecian Empire. Six Angels having ſounded, the Viſion is 
varied, and St. John now beholds a more mighty Angel, 
ſuppos'd to be no leſs than our Lord and Saviour Jetus 
Crit, come down from Heaven: His Glory was veil'd, he 
being cloathed with a Cloud; a Rain-Bow was upon his 
Head, to denote his being ever mindful of his Covenant 
his Face was like the Sun, that is, ſull of Majeſty ; his Fee 
were like Pillars of Fire, to intimate that all his Ways are 
pure. As Lord of the Univerſe ; and to teſtity his abſolutt 
Dominion and uncontrolable Power, he ſet his right Foc 
upon the Sea, and his left upon the Earth, and lifting 
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his Hand to Heaven, ſwore | y the All-clorious Creator of 
all Thin gs. that his ſhovld be Time no (o'r, that is, as 
tis univerſally underſtood, eit th no . ii e 
Propheſies, or no longer than till the laſt Angel has four Taco ; 
which Angel ſhall appear with the Trump of Set at the 
Conſummation of all Thi ings, Whoſe Soundi p 
and whoſe Voice ſhall awake the Dead, and fan imon the 
whole of human Nature before the awtul Tribunal of God: 
Then the Myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, and Time be 
ſwallow'd up in Eternity. This mighty Angel deſcrib'd 
had alittle Book in his Hand, which ke delivered to St. 5 hn. 
commanding him to eatit, or, as it ſiguif es, dige oſt, by thorovy 
Meditation, the Contents of it: This is undoubtedly a Direc- 
tion ſtill in Force to all God's Meſſengers, or Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, who ought to be affected themſelves, and firſt du- 
ly conſider the Meſſages they bring us in their blaſter's 
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The Noman purſued by the Dragon. 


FOHN beving took the Book out of tl.e 
Angel's Hand, eat it up as directed: Upon which 
he is aſſur'd that his Commiſſion is to be much 
further extended than to the Fews only; and 
F rhat his future Propheſies are to reach other 
People, Nations, Tongues, and Kings. A different Viſion | 
now ſucceeds: A Recd is given to St. Tohn, and Directions 


with it, to meaſure the Temple of God, the Altar, and 
e 9B them 
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them who worſhip therein; but not to meaſure the Court 
which was without the Temple, that i', to examinewke- 
ther the Goſpel Church was wholly regulited by the Goſ- 
pel Rule; but utterly to diſregard all falſe Worſhippers, 
thoſe who were for introducing Pagan or Gentile Ceremo- 
nies into the Church of Chriſt; declaring at the ſame Time, 
that to the latter it ſhould be permitted for a certain Space 
to trample under Foot, deſtroy, and perſecute God's People, 
and lay waſte his Dwelling-place; though God would not 
leave himſelf without Witneſs, even in thoſe Days of Per- 
ſecution, but in the worſt of Times would have ſuch as 
ſhould be enabled to appear on the Behalf of his injur'd In- 
tereſt, and at length prevail and triumph over all the Oppo- 
ſition, Malice, and Cruelty of their Enemies. Theſe Diſco- 
veries being made to St. John, a more awtul Scene preſents : 
The ſeventh Angel ſounds, and by mighty Voices from Hea- 
ven, tis immediately proclaim'd, that the Kingdoms of this 
World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt; and that he ſhall reign for ever and ever. Theſe 


Declarations of the future happy State of God's Church, 


were accompanied with the joyful Acclamations, and the 
proper Adorations of the Angelick Choir, which rejoice 
in the glorious Manifeſtations of Chriſt's Power and Good- 
neſs to his People. The Viſion is again chang'd, but the Si- 
tuation continued, Heaven being ſtill the Place where cis diſ- 
play'd: A Woman appears there cloath'd with the Sun, the 
Moon under her Feet, and a Crown of twelve Stars upon 


her Head; being with Child, and near her Delivery, a great 


red Dragon comes before her, in hopes of deſtroying the In- 
fant as ſoon as born. This Monſter has ſeven Heads, upon 
each a Crown, ten Horns, and a dreadful Tail, which drew 
aſter him, and caſt to the Ground a third Part of the Stars 
of Heaven: But however terrible this Enemy may be, he 
is diſappointed in his principal Aim; the Woman was ſafely 
deliver'd of a Man Child, which was inſtantly caught up to 
the Throne of God, and ſhe is herſelf {ſecured in the Wil- 
derneſs from the worſt of her Deſtroyer's Severity and Rage, 
Being thus diſappointed, this great Dragon and his Follow - 
ers fight with Michael and his Angels; the Conſequence of 
which is, a compleat Conquelt to the latter, and the caſting 
out of the former, with all his Adherents. A loud Voice 
in Heaven proclaims this happy Event, to the Glory of our 
reat God and Saviour, and to the Honour and Happineſs of 
thoſe who lov'd not their Lives unto Death, but by the 
Blood of the Lamb, and the Word of their Teſtimony over - 
came this inveterats Accuſer of the Brethren, R 3 The: 
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The Beaſt is worſbipp d. 
X N the foregoing Viſion we bave a lively Repre- 
8 ſentaticn of the Church of God, in its primi- 


tive Purity, and of the Enmity of the Devil to 
it; the various Perlecutions it was or may be 


— . " A. 


, - 


great Care and Love of God, who in its Infant ores took 
1. into his own, Immediate, all- rowerful Prote tion; by 
| ; | : C a A 1 ] _ 
which it then was, and ever will be ſecured and defended 
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that as the Gates of Hell ncver could, ſo the never ſhall 
prevail againſt it. The next Vihon preſents d us different 
Deſcriptions of the Enemies of God's Church za Beaſt riſes 
out of the Sca, having ſeven Heads, ten Hons, on each 
Horn a Crown ; and upon its Heads the Nameot Blaſphe- 
my. This Beaſt was like a Leopard; his Fea reſembled 
thoſe of 2 Bear, and his Mouth that of a Lion: The Dra- 
gon gave him his Seat and Authority, One of his ſeven 
Heads was deſperately wounded ; yet the deſperze Wound 
was hea!'d, ſo that the World wonder'd at it; anc all whoſe 
Names were not written in the Lamb's Book of Lite, wor- 
ſhipp'd the Beaſt ; and the Dragon which had given Power 
unto the Breaſt, To this Monſter ſucceeded another, which 
came from the Land: This had two Horns like 1 Lamb, 
but ſpoke like the Dragon: He exerci{.d all the Power of 
the firſt Beaſt, end entorc'd the Worſhip of him, whoſe 
deadly wounded Head was head. By theſe two Appea- 
rance; we may underſtand Rome Pagan, and Rome Papal; 
by the wounded Head is thought to be meant the abol.ſhing 
the Idolatry of the former; and by healing of it, the in- 
troducing the Idolatry of the latter; though there are ſome 

© the rſt Beaſt to refer to the ſecular Power of 
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who take 

the Papacy, and the fecond Beaſt to its Eccleſiaſtical or Spi- 
ritual Power. Theſe promote the ſame Intereſt, have one 
and the ſame Aim: They conſpire to ſubje& the Souls and 
Conſciences of Men to the Will of Man, in Oppoſition to 
that of God; and evidently endeavour to draw Mankind 
from worſliipping the true God, in the Manner he has him- 
ſelf preſerib d; a Manner beſt adapted to the Excellency of 
the human Nature, and moſt ſuitable to the Perfections of 
the divine Majeſty; but theſe would rob him of this Glory, 
which is his Right, by engaging a deluded World in a 
Direction of their Adorations, and in paying that Honour 
and Homage which is due alone to the Creator and Poſſeſ- 
for of Hezven and Earth, to thoſe who are ſo far from be- 
ing the proper Objects of religious Fear, that they rather 
deſerve to be the Objects of the utmolt Abhorrence and 
Deteſtaion. 


The 


The Sacred Hr 5 Yr 


TEE 
nnn 


— * —— — — — — - — —' 77227 7 53 
/ # — AC A A ARE 1 4 —— „ „„ 71 
Pf Fd — — - — — — 288 77 
= SL, A,, SLqLLL > = — ::::: 2} 
BD A , —— 1. 5 
, GAO — . — = — - 2 22277 
2 7 — — - — 7 22221287227 
= Þ - — — - - — - 72 2288785 
3 — — — — = — 
— — — — 


"it 
7 


* 
222222 
200000 0 00.09 
© $++* + GS - 0% Wm © 
TIITIT 
2 - +++ +=- +++ en eoc ord 
* 
IA 
„„ 
2272222222229 
A 
nnn 
r 
-- 
e 
„ 
222 
„„ eee 
Drnnrrrneerenrnreeennee 
rennen. 
ITT 
CET 


LA 
CEETEDTS 


CEETELEC:.: 
„„ „ „ ELES 
An 


© #4 
CES 
ES. + 1 
„21 
. 


Deen 
2222 
„„ 


rennen. 
Denn. 
— ern 
„1 
2 „„ 
n, 
. 


5 2 


—— —-— —¾ 
1—ů — —ͤ—ꝛ— 
- - — — - 


- - 

—— — 

- - - 

K 

— — 
— — 2 — 
—— 
„ 
EEE. 
—— — — 


” — 
— 2 —— 
TEA A AS 


po - 
2 
” — - —-7 © S B - -” : 
\ 4 GE — A Logs > DY 4 25 52 
8 1 5 $238, 22 
* 2 5 2777 vp ent 
- * +» * 8 18 "> 1 
4 l 7 6 5 — — * £7 *. *, + 
” þ > „ 4 bh. 2 i 
1 * - . + - » u£ a . A, „ „ 
” > — 2 2 a 6 7 « » * „ „ 4% 
0 3 + * % \ x * , ++ =S 
, : 2 . * > 2 Mo 0 „. — 
- 2 * 5 % 4 Nia ® 222 
o oe N 4 FORE —— IIIDIEITS — 
2 * A 5 * ” » — + 1 
® 2 £1 - Ss 17, an” —_ % F %-» P 
: C 7 * - / PLL - % %\ 3 
4 - CA. 7 P * 8 . 
5 2 2 4* by - „ $ * 2 "ud : — 259 * 8 © » 
f a * . ” * 
7 8 ” 2 „* » * 
4 * = — > II A » % _—_ * "DO 
6„ LA N . , * . - —— 43104 7 * 
2 ” * , . 4 . 7 * 7 Ws 88 . «v2 I 5 
- * 700 - , _- . — . Y Y 
* ; 2 1 bs > 25 N = —— ths 0 vs „ Sh 8 2 
ws. * of e X 2 r 222 * * 222 PX : 225 
1 — _ 2 6-9 722 % 24 % 22 2 
. CY A - 65 $30 fa » *.*. ood oo 
. * , p n 4 ” 0 P .- 1 4 — PETTY” 
7 * © — - «+ f 3 0 2 -—-— 
* 79 * „ 2 2 „ — 8 SET” 2 7 
. - . . - - 
- P . 1 . 24 -— _ > 
— „ — » - / = . <4 
- 7 "Fs II "i r »* 2 
y 2 2 1 3 * 1 = — 
—— — ; , - & „ 4 x 222 2. 
A - ir" 1 "IS bo. Tad -»,. 22 >» 
 £, IX — * * 2 © = - "Ib I 
_ 1 1 12 * . . * . - 
7 0 , + * * * — * . 
we - —=— D 2 *. - 0 — — 
— => * 
— wo f 4 * - — 3 - * + * 
- a 4 > . 
2 - — FS. = 2 44> 
: . ” Ax : 42 — . — „ 1 
5 e * bat — 
* > * * . *. 2 7 , — 
T — . * — £ 1 - x : 
| — ” ” 27 - gn, —_ 42 e - + - > - 
— — = - . 2222 — 2 # - * - ey 2 22 
7 EP * CEL OE. 4 _ g Fn.” 5 A 
7 5 g — —— — 
. * — — 8 
: 2 _ 555522: 32608 
, "0 ——++- . . 2 
. — 12 - __ u 222238 
V - - 8E6ixiſßZ 5 2 287 4 
- - = ».- + as — a3 $220 
1 - - - =o — % ESEELISIIES * 3823 > 
: - by "I I ITJIIITIITTIITITE LES $$3$3$33+3tTt2TTID . 3333 5728 
88 © — bd 1 > *S © 79 
x : - — 2 2 — -- 7 28 
— — — * X $ 22 222 III 
- _ 111i 22277 
—— : 
— — — > + * 3322 2 27 7 
* — 222 2 2 _ 4 © LR, , 2 588 :: 22333 
— — —— L : 
© © a= „ - * A. ** — + : 
— 
= — "><, © w * . 
- — --- . - a - 7 
— - PSS oo 4S «<0 — 22 77 
5 "© Ss 32 2247 *24 
—— * ” — — 5 . + 
S . 5 8 0 
- — 
* - 
” 
& 
2 
. 


OO -- 


* 


- - 


- ? 
| The Seven Vials of God's N. rath 
poured out. 

iſci t. Tohm having thus been 
HE bleſt Diſciple St. John having t 
made acquainted with ihe Havock and _ 
Iations the Devil and his Emiſſaries Wou 
cauſe in the Church, is next to have the 
plading Proſpect of beholding it in a more 
LARS happy, proſperous Condition, under oy . 
ngo of Chriſt, its Lord and Head. This great Capta 
of 2 appear d on Mount Sh like the Lamb of 


God, 
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God, with an hundred forty and four thouſand, who had 
the Name of his Father in their Forcheads. Theſe were 
a Sample of his pure Church: In their Mouths there was no 
Guile, and through the Merit of a Mediator, they were with- 
out Fault before the Throne of God, The Happineſs of all 
fuch as theſe, and the Vengeance which ſhould befall the 
Heathen and Antichriſtian States being reveal'd to St. Fohn, 
the next Viſion permitted to him, was to behold ſeven An- 
dels, having ſeven Vials fill'd with thoſe Plagues, which 
po. red out, would finiſh the deſignd Deſtruction of Anti- 
chriſt. Near theſe Miniſters of God's Juſtice ſtood an innu- 
merable Company of Spirits of bleſſed Men made perfect, 
who ſung this Song of Moſes, and of the Lamb; Great and 
*arvellous are thy Works,Lord Gol Almighty ; Fuſt and True 

are thy Ways, thou King of Saints! Who ſhall not fear thee, 
0 Eel, and glorify thy Name? for thou art Holy: All Nations 
ſhall cl. and worſhip thee; for thy Fudgments are manifeſt. 
This Ceuration of the divine Perfections being over, the 
Decree brot forth; the Command is given, and the ſe- 
ven Angels ent . upon the Execution of it; each diſcharges 
his Vial as directeb and the Vengeance of the Almighty takes 
Place accordingly. e firſt Angel pour'd out his Vial upon 
the Earth, that is, ſome think upon the common People, 
and thoſe who worſhipp the Beaſt, were orievouſly af- 
flicted with a moſt nauſeous Sore The ſecond Angel pour'd 
his out upon the Sea, upon the k pal Territory, fay ſome, 
and-a Multitude of Souls periſhed tere. The third Angel 
diſcharg'd his Vial upon the Rivers anuFountains of Water, 
and they became Blood, This 'tis thought may refer to the 
Vengeance the Chriſtian Powers have taten, or may yet 
take upon thoſe who have occaſion'd the ſhedding of fo 
much Proteſtant Blood. The fourth Ange: pour'd his Vial 
upon the Sun, which thereupon ſcorch'd Men with Fre. 
This ſome imagine to mean ſome powerful Popiſh Prince, 
who being reform'd, ſhall from a Protector ef Popery, be- 
come its Scourge. and contribute to its Ovethrow. The 

ith Angel pour'd his Vial upon the Seat of the Beaſt, that 
Myſtical Babylon, Fapal Rome; the Conſequence of which 
was Confuſion, Darkneſs, Exceſs of Pain ind Mifery on 
that Spring: Head of Wickedneſs, Hereſies, nd Corruption. 
The ſixth Angel pour'd out his Vial upon the great River 
Eufhrates, which dried it up, fo that the My of the Kings 
of the Eaft might be prepar' d. This tis gaerally thought, 
ought to be confided as a Propheſy of theaboliſhing Ma- 


hometan 
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lometan Superſtition, and the opening a Door for the Con- 
verſion of the Jews, and the bringing in the Fullneſs of the 
Gentiles. A total Overthrow being now to be given to the 
Devil's Kingdom, and the Powers of Antichriſt, he ſum- 
mone all his Strength for Battle: Unclean Spirits like Frogs 
come out of the Mouth of the Dragon, and out of the 
Mouth of the Beaſt, and out of the Mouths of al! their 
vile Aſſiſtants, and Agents. Tieſe are, if poſſible, to con- 
tinue the Deluſion, to ſupport the Intereſt of Antichriſt up 
on Earth, and deceive the Nations; but all is in vain; me 
Wrath of God takes place, to the utter Deſtruction of his 
Dominion, who has the principal Direction and Guardian- 
ſhip of theſe inferna! Miſſionaries. The ſeventh Angel pours 
out the laſt Vial into the Air, and the laſt Plagues fall upon t 
Prince of the Power of the Air, ſo that he is vanquiſn'd an 
utterly ſubdued. Heaven's awful Voice declares: th, the 
finiſhing Stroke: The grand Impoſtor is at once c, % 


from all his Eminence, and Babylon the Great, thr other of 


Harlots and Abominations of the Earth, comer wh 23 
brance before God, to give unto her the Cu of the Wine of 
#he Fierceneſs of his Wrath: 
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The Whore of Babylon deſcrib'd. 
. 3 NTICHRIST, which has before been de- 
: £3 {crib'd by a Beaſt, is here compared to a Whore ; 
KA 159 and one cf thoſe bright Miniſters, who had 
8 been employ'd in denouncing the Wrath of 
ce God againſt that Source of Blaſphemy, Tyran- 
ny, and Tdolatry, Babylon, is now employ'd to diſcloſe to 
this beloved Diſciple, St. John, an Explanation of the Myſ= 
tery of the Proſtitute above repreſented, and of the Beaſt 
thatcarry'd her; by which we have a Recapitulation of 
| | Things 
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Things which have been before revealed, but in a much 
more extenſive and explicite Manner. St. John here views 
a Woman fitting upon a ſcarlet-colour'd Beaſt, full of Names 
of Blaſphemy, having ſeven Heads and ten Horns: This 
Woman was array'd in Purple and Scarlet ; adorn'd with 
Gold and precious Stones: She was drunk with Blood of 
Martyrs ; and in her Hand was a golden Cup, fill'd with 
Abominations, and the Filthineſs of her Fornications.. This 
extraordinary Appearance was Matter of Wonder and Sur- 
prize to the Apoſtle : Upon which the heavenly Interpreter 
opened to him the Secret, and cleared up vehat was thus 
darkly figured out to him: The Beaſt, he tells him, was, 
and is not; and ſhall aſcend out of the Bottomleſs Pit, and 
go into Perdition ; which we thus underſtand ; Was, it vas 
the Seat of Idolatry and Tyranny : Is not, not cf the ſame 
Conſtitution, which was Pagan, though it ſtill really is the 
Seat of Perſecution and Idolatry, as much or more than 
when it was Pagan: It ſhall aſcend out of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, and go into Perditicn ; ſuch Oppreſſion, Vileneſs. and 
Idolatry could have a Riſe from no Place but Hell, and to 
Hell muſt at laſt Return, as to the only, the proper Repo- 
ſitory. The ſeven Heads of the Beaſt, denote the ſeven 
Mountains, or Hills, on which Rome, the Scat of the Beaſt, is 
built; or the ſeven Forms of Government, ſay ſome, Rome 
has been ſubjected to ; as by Kings, Contuls, Tribunes, 
Decemviri, Dictators, Emperors who were Heathens, and 
Chriſtian Emperors : The former five of theſe were extinct 
when this Propheſy was written. Domitian, a Heathen 
Emperor, was then reigning, and no Chriſtian Empe- 
ror ſucceeded till many Years after. The Papacy, or 
the Beaſt now ſubliſting, is an eighth Form, whoſe fi- 
nal Subverſion we look upon to be by this Propheſy fully 
foretold; but the Time when, or Method how this ſhall be 
accompliſhed, ſcem till to be Secrets beyond the Power of 
human Wiſdom to explore. The ten Horns of this Beaſt 
repreſent the povrerful Aſſiſtance ſhe ſhall for a Time re- 
ccive from various bigotted Princes, who will ſubmit to 
her Uſurpatios, and join their Forces to ſupport her in all 
her Cruelty and arbitary Sway ; but theſe ſhall at laſt be- 
come her inveterate Enemies. God who has the Hearts 
ef all in his Power, ſhall turn the Hearts of theſe Princes ; 
ſo that they ſhall hate this Whore ; they ſhall'make her de- 
ſolate and naked; they ſhall eat her Fleſh, and bun her 
with Fire ; they ſhall bring upon her the Vengeance ſhe has 


deſeryed from God and Man. The 
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t great Whore, the Myſtical Babylon, being $ 
fully deſcrib'd before, and the Fate which a- 4 
waits her foretold, we are next to conſider her 
as ſunk, loſt, and undone; as if the Deſolation 
a threaten d, had actually happen'd, and all the 
fler y Indignation of the Moſt High been already poured out 
upon her. St. John now fees an other Angel come down 
from Heaven, having great Power: The Earth was lighten'd 
with his Glory; and he cry'd mightily with a ſtrong Voice, 
ſaying, Babylon che Great is fallen, is fallen; and i; * 
8 t 
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the Habitotion of Devils, the Hold of every foul Spirit, and 
the Cage of every unclean hateful Bird: Her deteſtable 
Wickedneis was Reaſon ſufficient for ſo direful a Deſtruc- 
rion, and a full Vindication of the divine Procedure, While 
St. Fohn was taken up in contemplating the future Fate 
of Babylon, he hears a Voice from Heaven, warning the 
Servants of God that they might eſcape in the approaching 
dreadful Day of Vititation, Come ont of her, my People, ſays 
a compaſſionate God, that ye be not Pariakers of ber Plagues: 
Her Sins have reached unto Heaven, and the Almighty has 
remember'd her Iniquity: Strong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her; ſhe ſhall therefore be burnt up, and utterly con- 
tumcd, Juſt is the Holy One of Irael, who avengeth the 
Blood of his Servants, which ſhe has ſhed; 2 full Retribu- 
tion ſhall ſhe therefore receive from the righteous Hand of 
the moſt High. The Judgments of God ſhall all overtake 
her in one Day: Heaven and Earth ſhall rejoice over her in 
the Hour of her Calamity, and both conſpire to brirg 
upon her a deſerved irretrieveable Ruin, And that St. Zohn 
might have the beſt Idea of the compleat Deſtruction which 
awaits this Nurſery of Idolatry, and Mother of ſpiritual 
Harlots, he views in Viſion an other powerful Angel take 
up a Stone like a great Mill-Stone, and caſt it into the Sea; 
which ſinking in the mighty Waters, left no Traces or Re- 
mains of its ever having been upon Earth; and ſuch an 
entire Extirpation of Antichriſt at leaſt, are we to look for. 
The Time is undoubtedly approaching when Rome, the pre- 
ſent Seat of the Beaſt, ſhall thus with Violence be thrown 
down, and the Reign of Antichriſt be abſolutely at an End, 
as not to have the leaſt Sample of it found in any Part of 
the World for ever. The Evangeliſt having been let thus 
into the Fate of this myſtical Babylon, is next made ac- 
quainted with ſome of the Conſequences attending its Fall; 
the Angel aſſuring him that its ſad Cataſtrophe would be 
lamented in bitter Cries by all thoſe who had been made 
rich, and formerly receivid Benefit by her Abominations, 
Deceits, and infinite Soceries ; but that the Angels and bleſ- 
led Spirits; the Whole Church in Heaven and Earth. 
would rejoice in this Deſtruction of Antichriſt, and Exalta- 
tion of the Redeemer's Kingdom; and glorify that God to 
whom Vengeance alone belongs, for having avenged the 
Cauſe they had committed to him, to the Honour of the 
divine Juſtice, and to his People's full Security from the like 
Tyranny and mercilch Treatment for the future. _ 
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SATAN bound. 


HE Fall of Paganiſm and Popery being thus 
declared and treated of as finiſhed, we are next 
inform'd of the particular Celebration of ſuch 
N bleſſed Events, which St. ohn in Viſion was 

| Witneſs to, and which were undoubtedly ſuck 
as ſhall attend the Fulfi ment of theſe Propheſies: Theſe if- 
ſued in aſcribing all Glory, Honour, Power, and Praiſe to 
God; and to Chrilt the glorious Head of the Church, and 
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Captain of its Salvation, When they were ended, St. Fohr; 
beholds Heaven laid open, and the I. ord Jeſus Chriſt coming 
forth upon a white Horſe, on an Expedition againſt the Ene- 
mies of his Church, His Eyes were like a Flame of Fire, 
and on his Head were many Crowns: His Name was in- 
comprehenſible by all but himſelf: He was cloathed with 2 
Veſture dipp'd in Blood, and was called The Word of God; 
the Armies of Heaven followed him in fine white Linnen, 
upon white Horſes. To theſe were oppoſed Antichriſt, and 
all the Power his infernal Policy could draw together ; and 
they were totally diſcomfited, and overthrown. The Fol- 
Jowers of the Beaſt are given a Prey to the Fowle of the 
Air; but the Beaſt himſelf, with the Chief in his Intereſt, 
meet a ſtill ſorer Deſtruction, which is figured out to us by 
being caſt alive into a burning Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. 
Idolatry and the Idolaters being thus rooted up together, 
He that had been the great Support of both, is now to be 
diveſted of his Power and Liberty. St. John beholds another 
Angel come down from Heaven, having the Key of the 
Bottomleſs Pit, and a great Chain in his Hand ; who ſei- 
ring upon that old Serpent the Devil, he caſt him into the 
Bottomleſs Pit, and bound him there for a thouſand Years : 
During which thouſand Years thoſe who had died in the 
Cauſe of Religion, or unalterably had maintained the Pre- 
cinen 52d Practice of Religion, were raiſed from the Dead, 
reſtored to Life, and reigned with Chriſt. Theſe Prophe- 
fies are by ſome thought to be fulfilled ; but by the much 
greater Number they are look'd upon to refer to a bleſſed 
State the Church on Earth will enjoy, and has not yet en- 
joy d. At the Expiration of the affixed Term St. John ſaw 
the old Serpent at Liberty again; and engaged in his old 
Work of deluding the Nations, and perſccuting the Church 
of Chriſt, which ended in his own everlaſting Miſery : Fire 
from God devduted his Followers; and he was himſelf at 
laſt caſt into Hell, never to come out again; but to be there 
tormented through an endleſs Eternity, or while Power ſu- 
pream exiſts ; and with this End of the Devil's Kingdom 
Sr. Fohn views the Diſſolution of the Univerſe, and the ge- 
neral Judgment of the Laſt Day: He now faw the Dead, 
ſmall and great, ſtand at the awful Bar of God; the Sex, 
Earth, and Hell, produce there every human Creature they 
contain'd ; and each receive from the ail-juſt Judge a righ- 
teous unrepealable Sentence, determining according to their 
Deſerts, their future Condition everlaſtingly happy or mi- 
ſerable. The 
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GA EAVEN and Earth being thus paſſed away, 
= 1 Time no more, but ALL Eternity, one glorious 
permanent Point, we are to contemplate an 0- 
ther Syſtem, a new Heaven, and a new Earth. 

— St. Fohn, in his laſt Viſion, has a full Diſplay ot 
theſe ; after which he is carry'd away in the Spirit, and by 
one of the Angels who had the ſeven Vials filled with the 
{even laſt Plagues, is, from a Mountain, ſhewn a new Fs 

a holy 
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a holy Feruſalem, deſcending out of Heaven from God. 
This City was as glorious as the Glory of God could make 
it: The Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, were the 
only 'Temple it had, and God's Throne was there : The 
Glory of God, without the Help of Sun or Moon, en- 
lighten'd it: Nothing that defiled, or that lov'd, or that 
work'd an Abomination, conld enter into it, The pure 
Streams of the Water of Life iſſuing from the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, run through the Streets of it ; and 
in the Midſt grew the Tree of Life No Curſe was there; 
all was Happineſs and Delight ; the Servants of God there 
veheld his Face with Joy : They ſerved him with perfect 
Love and Obedience, and they reign'd there for ever and cver. 
There are ſome few who are for applying what is here 
ſaid of the New Feruſalem to the Glory of the latter Day, 
and a State of the Church to be expected while tis militant ; 
but there are many more, and, as we apprehend, with much 
greater Probability, who look upon it wholly to refer to its 
glorious triumphant State above; and as ſuch it ſtands in 
no need of a further Explanation. But if this is a Difficul- 
ty at preſent, twill ſoon be otherwiſe to Multitudes: A fev 
Revolations will bring the happy Number to the full En- 
Joyment of that bleſſed Condition; when they ſhall become 
the plorify'd Inhabitants of the New Ferw/aloam, and ad- 
mitted to all the Felicities perfect Holineſs and perfect Hap- 
pineſs can furniſh. The Revelation which this bright Mi— 
niſter had in Commiſſion to St. John drawing now towards 
an End, he finiſhes it with aſſuring the Evangeliſt, That 
whatever he had revealed to him, however extracrdinary or 
ſurprizing it might ſeem, ſhould certainly, at proper Periods, 
be fulfilled ; and not a ord, not an Iota ſhould fail. And 
this the Evangeliſt firmly believing, and the Church of 
Chriſt having ſince given her Aſſent as fully to, we may 
Join them in Anfwer to that Aſſurance of their Lord, that 
when theſe Propheſies are fulfilled he will then quickly come, 
by returning for both, what St. Zohn firſt ſaid for himſelf 
only. AME N, So be it: So ſhall it be, Ever ſo come, 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, come quickly. 
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a holy Feruſalem, deſcending out of Heaven from God. 
This City was as glorious as the Glory of God could make 
it: The Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, were the 
only 'Temple it had, and God's Throne was there : The 
Glory of God, without the Help of Sun or Moon, en- 
lighten'd it: Nothing that defiled, or that lov'd, or that 
work'd an Abomination, could enter into it. The pure 
Streams of the Water of Life iſſuing from the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb, run through the Streets of it ; and 
in the Midſt grew the Tree of Life: No Curſe was there; 
all was Happineſs and Delight ; the Servants of God there 
veheld his Face with Joy: They ſerved him with perfect 
Love and Obedience, and they reign'd there for ever and ever. 
There are ſome few who are for applying what is here 
'faid of the New Feruſalem to the Glory of the latter Day, 
and a State of the Church to be expected while *tis militant; 
but there are many more, and, as we apprehend, with much 
greater Probability, who look upon it wholly to refer to its 
glorious triumphant State above; and as ſuch it. ſtands in 
no need of a further Explanation. But if this is a Difficul- 
ty at preſent, twill ſoon be otherwiſe to Multitudes: A fev 
Revolations will bring the happy Number to the full En- 
Joyment of that bleſſed Condition; when they ſhall become 
the glorify'd Inhabitants of the New Ferw/alom, and ad- 
mitted to all the Felicities perfect Holineſs and perfect Hap- 
pineſs can furniſh. The Revelation which this bright Mi- 
niſter had in Commiſſion to _ drawing now towards 
an End, he finiſhes it with aſſuring the Evangeliſt, That 
whatever he had revealed to him, however extraordinary or 
Eppriziog it might ſeem, ſhould certainly, at proper Periods, 
be fulfilled ; and not a Lord, not an Iota ſhould fail. And 


this the e yay firmly believing, and the Church of 


Chriſt having ſince given her Aſſent as fully to, we may 
Join them in Anfwer to that Aſſurance of their Lord, that 
when theſe Propheſies are fulfilled he will then quickly come, 
by returning for both, what St. John firſt ſaid for himſelf 


only. . AME N, So be it: So ſhall it be, Even ſo come, 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, come quickly. 
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